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Leadership—Creating The
Path Forward
Jan Lazar—MCA Board President

W

hen the theme for this
month’s Meadoword was
selected over a year ago, the
Communications team picked
“leadership” as the topic for the
month. No one had any idea what
type of year 2020 would turn
out to be. Leadership became
addressing the types of challenges
that no one expected to have to
face. How to deal with, survive
and come out of a virtually
unimaginable crisis, all in the
midst of the polarization of a
highly contentious political year,
posed challenges in all sorts of
unexpected places from how to get
groceries to how to pay bills when
jobs stopped abruptly.
Many people rose to the occasion.
They kept their head, thought
out ways to help their families,
their neighbors, their community
to keep on living. From the
medical heroes treating and
testing patients to the folks
who kept showing up in grocery
stories so people could get food,
people demonstrated courage and
perseverance in the face of life
threatening adversity. Courage

is clear and visible in all these
people. But it took real leadership
in many different areas to channel
the courage into viable plans that
let people continue to live and to
move forward.
Leadership isn’t simply finding
out which way the wind is blowing
and heading to the front of the
parade heading in that direction.
Leaders must work hard to do
more than find out what the
sentiment of a group is. A leader
needs to determine what factual
issues are, what real options exist,
what will do the greatest good
for the greatest number, or the
least detriment, and work hard to
accomplish what is needed to build
a general consensus as to facts,
needs, options and develop a plan
to move forward on that path.
Whether the topic is how best to
handle safety in the midst of a
pandemic, or who to give priority
for a vaccine, or how to make best
use of limited funds for various
worthy projects, it takes leadership
to move forward.

We need the leaders in the various
sections of our community to
continue to lead and to move
forward. We need leaders to work
with leaders in other areas in the
community to work together to
develop plans and programs that
will optimize our collective efforts
to make the community stronger,
safer and more beautiful. We need
leadership that brings us together
for the common good. It’s hard to
make disparate interests find the
common ground. It’s easy to let
things drift and then look
for someone to blame when
things decline.
But we know that The Meadows
is a strong community with many
leaders who can and have shown
that they can continue to work to
make our community stronger,
make our daily lives more enjoyable,
and the homes that we live in more
desirable. Let’s work together
to find the ways that make The
Meadows a cohesive community
which celebrates a great lifestyle in a
beautiful environment.

2021 MCA BOARD OFFICERS
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Our Vision
To be known as a well-maintained, welcoming, safe community with up-todate housing, activities and services designed to meet the needs of all residents.
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Variety Leads to Innovation
Frances Rippcondi—MCA General Manager

Q.

What do you get when you
cross a financial & political
science expert, commercial
real estate broker, leader in the
tree farm industry, psychologist,
an educator, an industrial
tooling executive, marketing &
communication specialist, volunteer/
event organizer, and a mechanical
engineer?

A.

A board with diverse
backgrounds and interests
that have talents to solve
complex problems in creative ways
while staying true to the Vision and
Mission of The Meadows.
We all know that a group of
individuals with the same ideas
rarely creates a good outcome. It’s
no different if you are eating the
same food, shopping at the same
store or planting the same crop.
A life without variety is no fun
and can often lead to devastating
consequences. Let’s take the Irish

potato famine, the fact that there
was a reliance on only 1-2 types of
potatoes (primary staple in their diet)
led to the decimation of the crop
when plagued with a deadly fungus
resulting in horrific consequences
for many people. Therefore, as
they say, variety is the spice of life
and keeps us engaged, strong and
continually active.
March 1st marked the beginning
of our new fiscal year. It’s the time
when our board members who have
served their terms (up to 2, 3-year
consecutive terms) go off the board
making way for new directors and
the appointment of new officers.
The introduction of new board
members is important as it keeps the
group continually seeing ideas with
fresh perspectives.

What does The Meadows
board actually do?
The MCA board sets policies and

makes strategic decisions for the
betterment of the community.
They take under consideration all
the components that factor into an
issue to create the best outcome for
the greater good. Understanding
that their rulings are long lasting
and wide reaching, they carefully
consider the multiple effects of their
decisions while keeping in mind that
they have a fiduciary responsibility
to the community and that their
decisions will affect the Meadows for
years to come.

volunteers who generously give of
their time supporting the MCA.
Although the board of directors and
the MCA management have two
distinct functions, they often work
closely together to solve critical
issues. We are fortunate to have
a 9-member board of directors,
committees and volunteers with
diverse experience, insights and
backgrounds willing to work closely
in supporting staff to make The
Meadows the best place live.

What’s the difference between
the board and management?
Some may say it’s the paycheck.
It’s true, the Meadows board
is strictly voluntary, the MCA
management is compensated. The
MCA management implements
the policies, enforces rules and
regulations set forth by the board.
We handle the day-to-day operations
and work closely with committee and
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DIRECTOR
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DIRECTOR
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To preserve the property values, ambiance and vitality of our community.
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APRIL IN PARADISE
Tom Pound—MHOA President

M

y two favorite months in
Sarasota are April and May,
hands down, no question. The
temperatures are warm but not
too warm and the humidity is,
well, let’s say bearable. The days
are getting longer and Daylight
Savings Time keeps the evenings
light longer. It’s no longer winter
and not yet hurricane season. Yup,
easily my favorite time!

Our theme this month is
“Leadership”. As I pondered this,
I wondered what this has to do
with us? Most of us go about our
days, many like me in retirement,
and the last thing we think about
is leading anything! But I was
reminded that the only thing
someone needs to be a leader, is
followers. How many of you are
leaders and don’t even know it?

As some of our snowbird friends
head north, the traffic becomes
manageable, and this year is
especially nice because many of
us are vaccinated and taking those
first steps back to normality! And
as soon as the Spring Breakers
leave we can even get back to the
beach and our favorite restaurants.

When you get a new driveway,
how many of your neighbors
are inspired to do the same?
When you go for your morning
or evening walks, who looks out
the window and thinks “I could
do that!” The same goes for all
of our public actions whether
landscaping, waving to passing

motorists, walkers or cyclists,
picking up some litter or just a
friendly smile, with or without
a mask.
You would be surprised how your
actions touch and inspire others
in our community. When Sue and
I moved from Michigan to South
Carolina, we noticed that every
person we passed smiled, waved
or said “Hey!” whether we knew
them or not. At first we were
surprised, but it soon became
as natural as could be. When we
moved to the Meadows, we kept
the habit, but soon lost it when
almost no one returned the waves!

our I-phones, but my challenge to
all of you is to make it a habit to
smile, wave or say Hi, to everyone
you pass in the Meadows! I bet
with a little persistence we can
make this everyone’s habit.
Will you lead others to make
The Meadows the Community a
friendly welcoming place? See you
around The Meadows!

I know it can be hard when we are
listening to music or talking on

If you aren’t currently a member, please join us. It’s only $15 a year or $25 for two years.
For questions or further information contact the MHOA at MeadowsHomeownersSarasota@gmail.com

Your

Providing
Leadership Tools
Mike Mazur—Assembly Committee Chair

L

eadership – it comes in many
forms and divergent styles.
Whether paid, volunteer or
elected, the leader sets the tone
and direction of an enterprise,
an entity or a community.
Leadership can be about power,
control and direction. In my
view, leadership that is about
guidance, stewardship, influence
and inclusion tends to be more
successful and develops a pool of
knowledgeable future leaders.
An integral part of what we do
with the Assembly of Property
Owners is to provide the volunteer
leadership of the 52 condominium
and homeowner associations in
The Meadows with a program of
education and information that
provides tools to assist them in
providing outstanding leadership

to their individual communities.
In March, the program “Reserve
Studies – Importance and Process”
was presented by Patricia Staebler,
Principal of Staebler Appraisal
and Consulting. Due to COVID-19
and other circumstances, Patricia
graciously consented to two
previous postponements of this
informative program. She shared
information on the reserve process
and delved into the various
methods of calculation.
The next program will be held
April 21, 2021 at 4:00 pm and it
will feature information on the
enhanced Renaissance Access
Program and longer range
developments in The Meadows.
This program is designed to
equip association leaders with

Meadows
Neighborhood
Real Estate Team

DONOVAN HAYES GROUP

DIANA DONOVAN

941.539.7608
donosrq@gmail.com

information to respond to
inquiries from their community
members. It will be a Zoom
program and credentials will be
automatically sent to all Assembly
Delegates and Alternates in
advance of the event and available
to all who are interested by
contacting the MCA.

&

TERRY HAYES
941.302.3100
terryhayesami53@gmail.com

See you via Zoom
on April 21 !
Coldwell Banker sold more
homes in The Meadows than any
other brokerage 2019 - 2020!

We are here, prepared and
can handle entire
transactions virtually.

Let our proven success
work for you!

April 2021
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The Many Forms of Leadership
It is often a personal choice
Bob Clark—Standards Chair

There are many kinds of
leadership and many ways to
define it, but it is certain that there
is no progress without positive
leadership. Around The Meadows
it is seen in the individuals who
step forward and fill the many
roles of leadership necessary to
keep our community a great place
to live. From serving as an HOA
or condo association officer or
volunteering on one of our many
committees, you have accepted a
role of leadership of
our community.
Leadership can also be shown
in the way you maintain your
property and help establish the
standard for good taste and beauty
in your neighborhood. This year
is the 25th anniversary of the
establishment of the Best Kept
Award which was established
to recognize leadership in
landscaping and maintenance of
our homes. Congratulations to the
past winners of this award and
to the committee leadership that

makes those awards possible.
When talking of leadership,
I cannot help but think of
the leadership that it took to
establish our great nation and the
leadership by those who fought
to preserve our freedom through
the years. From LexingtonConcord, Gettysburg, the Argonne,
Guadalcanal, Normandy, Inchon,
Da Nang, Desert Storm and many
others too numerous to mention
here, leadership and the many
veterans living and dead carried
the day and preserved our right to
freely express ourselves regardless
of our views.
Many of our residents have
chosen to display the symbol of
that freedom, the American flag.
Because we are coming up on
three holidays that traditionally
involve the display of the flag,
Memorial Day, Flag Day and
Independence Day, I thought I
might include some reminders
of flag etiquette that have been

Alligator Love in The Meadows

review except for angled flagpoles
attached directly to a residence.
Flagpoles for associations are
permitted, subject to architectural
It is traditional for a flag to be
review, not to exceed 20 feet
flown from sunrise to sunset and
in height. Other flagpoles shall
if it is flown at night it should be
illuminated. The flag should never not exceed 15 feet in height and
shall be subject to architectural
touch anything beneath it such
review.” Look up the Basic
as the ground or the floor. A flag
Rules and Regulations on
that is worn or faded should be
disposed of by burning (preferably The Meadows website (www.
themeadowssarasota.org) for a full
not in public) or given to a local
veterans group such as the VFW or description of the rules for flags
the American Legion for disposal. and flagpoles.
On Memorial Day it is traditional
As always, many thanks to our
for a flag to be flown at half staff
in the morning and full staff in the residents who make The Meadows
afternoon to honor all who served, a wonderful place to live and to
the Standards Committee and
both dead and living. The full
description for properly displaying Meadows staff for their excellent
the flag can be found by looking up work.
the U.S. Flag Code.
Thank you.
While on the topic of flags, I
thought it might be useful to
add something about flagpoles
from The Meadows Basic Rules
and Regulations. “Flagpoles
shall be subject to architectural
established by tradition and flag
code over the years.

Architectural Review
February Approved Applications

Alligator mating season seems to have started
a bit early here in The Meadows.
Activity has been spotted in Butterfly Lake.
Please be cautious and stay clear of the lake edges.
Alligators begin courting in April, but mating runs
May through June, according to the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC).

4004 Penshurst Park
3390 Highlands Bridge Rd
4345 Highland Oaks Cir
3950 Oakley Greene
2928 Heather Bow
4803 Marsh Field Rd
4772 Ringwood Meadow
Morningside Condo Assn
Penshurst Park HOA
2463 Arborfield Sq
4443 Glebe Farm Rd
4507 Highland Oaks Cir
3448 Highlands Bridge Rd
5366 Huntingwood Ct
5317 Myrtlewood
4774 Ringwood Meadows
2423 Arborfield Square

4574 Highland Oaks Cir
5401 Downham Meadows
2812 Breton Woods
Woodmans Chart Condo Assn
Villas of Papillon Condo Assn
4443 Glebe Farm Rd
2702 Goodwood Ct
4361 Longmeadow
Bunker Oaks Condo Assn
5612 Sheffield Greene
5561 Downham Meadow
4769 Ringwood Meadow
3536 Richwood Link
2984 Longleat Wood
2993 Heather Bow
4575 Windsor Park
3157 Sandleheath
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SAFETY
WATCH

A Return to Abnormally
High Rainfall & Temperatures
Roy Wysnewski— February 2021 Climate Analysis

Weather Analysis
February saw a return to the above
normal rainfall and temperature
pattern we experienced
throughout most of 2020.
Rainfall, which exceeded the
23-year monthly average by 20%,
occurred on 10 different days,
three more than normal
for February.
The persistent record heat of
2020 continues. Not only did the
average monthly temperature
exceed normal by 6°F, but the

February Incident Report

RAINFALL &
TEMPERATURE DATA
Meadows			
Rainfall–2.18 in. (YTD: 3.18 in.)
23 yr. February rainfall avg.–1.72 in.
Average high-temp.–80 ° F
Above normal high-temp. days:
22 Record high-temp. days: 5
daily high-temperature was above
normal on 22 days (79% of the
28-day month). Also, there were
five record high-temperature days,
just two less than the 2020
monthly average.
Monthly rainfall and
high-temperature data
are presented in the
graph shown.

Send comments and

D

uring the month of February,
2021 there were thirteen
(13) incidents free days, one (1)
more than last month. There were
twenty-six (26) reported incidents,
ten (10) less than last month.
There were one hundred four (104)
citations issued this month, fiftynine (59) less than last month.
• Property Damage: On Tuesday,
February 3 at 9:17 pm in the
5200 block of Everwood Run
the complainant stated that
a vehicle hit her mailbox and
Verizon box at the street.
The vehicle was gone before
the complainant could get a
description. The complainant
advised that she would call
Verizon about the damage.

questions about this
month’s report to:

ta, Bro
The Spirit of Saraso

ught Home

At Aviva, our residents do more than call our
community home. They live here, with purpose
and meaning at every turn. Embracing the
beauty of Sarasota and our 27-acre campus.
Curating a thriving arts and cultural scene.
And ensuring your peace of mind with loving
staff in a safe and secure environment —
upholding the highest COVID safety standards.

Visit us at AvivaSeniorLife.org
|

Assisted Living

|

• Solicitation: On Friday,
February 19 between 12:46 pm
and 2:17 pm several reports in
reference to subjects soliciting
window replacement (Window
World). Subjects were soliciting
off Honore Ave. area, Long
Common, Sheffield Greene and
Sandringham Place. Subjects
were told of the deed restrictions
of The Meadows Community
Association. Subjects were
picked up in a Chrysler Pacifica
with Mass. Tag: 1XDX96. The
subjects became hostile to
Meadows Safety Patrol.

In the event of an emergency call 911 first.
The non-emergency Sarasota County Sheriff's Office—941-316-1201.
Meadows Safety Patrol number—941-809-0084.

roywys8@msn.com.

Independent Living

• Indecent Incident: On Sunday,
February 14 at 6:02 pm at
the pool area of Weybridge a
woman was swimming topless.
Witnesses identified the woman,
who stated she would not do
it again.

Memory Care

|

1951 N. Honore Ave. | Sarasota, FL 34235
941.377.0781 | AvivaSeniorLife.org

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

April 2021

KEN COWLES

BOB COWLES

KEN@KENCOWLES.COM

BOB@ROBERTCOWLES.COM

(941) 302-4152

(941) 302-4150

NO HIDDEN
ASK ABOUT
OUR FEES!!!
YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD REALTY
2-4-6%
SPECIALISTS IN THE MEADOWS
COMMISSIONS
3590 17TH STREET
SARASOTA, FL 34235-8908
Just up the street corner of

17th & Beneva

“STOP IN FOR OUR QUARTERLY REPORT”
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● 3228 SANDLEHEATH
TREMENDOUS LAKE/WATER &
GOLF COURSE VIEWS.
VAULTED CEILINGS. PATIO.
LANAI HAS BEEN ENCLOSED
WITH GLASS SLIDERS.
GARAGE PARKING. VERY
NEAT & CLEAN (2) POOLS.
$229,950
MLS#A4483526







● 5006 MARSHFIELD ROAD
FRESHLY PAINTED & NEW
CARPET THIS UPSTAIRS 2/2
HERONMERE IS BRIGHT &
CLEAN. TWO LANAI’S
OVERLOOK POOL & GOLF
COURSE, UPDATED
KITCHEN,NEW APPLIANCES
MLS #A4462782 $179,900

● 2818 GULF DRIVE-A

● 3822 OAKLEY GREENE

HOLMES BEACH. PARADISE

SPACIOUS 3B VILLA WITH

AWAITS! ELEVATED 3B/2B

OUTSTANDING VIEWS! NEW

RETREAT. UNDER BUILDING

PAVER DRIVEWAY, GATED

GARAGE PARKING, HOME IS

COURTYARD, WIDE FOYER,

UPDATED, HOT TUB, NEW

SPLIT BEDROOM, SUNNY

APPLIANCES, WET BAR.

GLASSED LANAI. RETREAT!

MLS#A4478911 $759,000

MLS#A4486895 $295,000

RENTALS

CUTE CLEAN AND READY FOR

"OLD FASHIONED SERVICE”

OCCUPANCY. GROUND LEVEL
EFFICIENCY, EXPANSIVE GOLF
COURSE VIEW. NON-SMOKING
SEASONAL, MARCH $2,500
APRIL $2,400, ANNUAL AVAIL.

CALL SHIRLEY: 941-321-1549

FURNISHED
SEASONAL
RENTAL
$3,500
MNTH

Experienced Rental Specialists who KNOW …… The Meadows!
Seasonal Rentals, Annual Rentals, and Management Services
for personal service, call the experts you already know.

Shirley Cuddy (941) 321-1549
Pamela Mott (941) 504-1573
****LOOK FOR THE CAR****
Realty Services, Inc. - 3590 17th Street
(corner of Beneva)

2B/2B END UNIT VILLA, MANY
UPGRADES, GRANITE COUNTERS
IN KITCHEN & BATHS, NEW A/C.
3 MONTH MINIMUM IN SOMERSET

CALL PAMELA: 941-504-1573

WE NEED YOUR RENTAL
PROPERTY!

themeadowssarasota.org

Our Lifestyle
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John Fullam’s Clarinet Takes Him From Julliard
to Around the World
By Joan Haring— Story courtesy of Sandblast, the monthly newsletter of Sandleheath

J

After graduating from Juilliard,
he toured Europe, the Far East,
South America and the United
States playing his clarinet for
many orchestras and ensembles.
Eventually he opted for a home
base in the U.S. and settled in
Buffalo, where he met his wife,
Lois Robinson.

ohn Fullam's 55-year career
as a professional musician
has included being a performer,
composer, arranger, teacher, coach
and chamber group manager. Now
he’s seeking others to create a
Meadows chamber ensemble.
Before retiring John was the
principal clarinetist of the Buffalo
Philharmonic in NY. Several
distinguished composers have
written works dedicated to him,
and he has received many honors
and awards around the globe.
As a nine-year-old, John watched
“The Lawrence Welk Show” on
television where he was fascinated
by Pete Fountain, the featured
clarinetist.
“My nose was almost touching
the TV,” while watching the close
up of Fountain's fingers moving.
“Fountain's tone was a call of
seduction for me.”

As a nine-year-old, John watched
“The Lawrence Welk Show” on
television where he was fascinated by
Pete Fountain, the featured clarinetist.
He started playing the recorder in
elementary school. “My fingers
seemed to know where to go.”
When his father noticed John’s
interest in music, he took him to a
music store and said, “Pick out an
instrument.”
“After hearing what Pete Fountain
could do, it took all of two seconds
to choose the clarinet.”
John's parents offered him the
finest (and most expensive)

In New York, he was a soloist at
Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall.
training possible, with only one
condition. They promised to
match his efforts dollar for dollar,
but the moment he stopped
practicing, all bets were off. No
more lessons.
“But I loved it! Most kids were
badgered for not practicing. I was
badgered for not shutting up.”
John drove his brother crazy with
his day-in and day-out playing.
“He once offered me $5 NOT
to practice. So, after I gladly
pocketed my brother's money, I
gathered up my clarinet, music
and stand and set up in the
upstairs bathroom, which had
a deadbolt lock.” When John
started practicing, his brother
“pounded on the door, threatened
and cursed me a blue streak for the
double-cross. My first professional
job! Easiest $5 I ever made.”
Due to John's diligence and
excellent training in Baldwin
High School on Long Island, he
was awarded a scholarship to the
Juilliard School of Music where
he earned both Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees in music.
“I learned persistence won out
over genius,” he said, something
he later emphasized to his
students.

Among the celebrities with whom
he collaborated were Leonard
Bernstein, Aaron Copland, Eugene
Ormandy, Pablo Casals, Rudolf
Serkin, Doc Severinson and
Marvin Hamlisch, with whom he
played a duet.
Eastman School of Music, the
Philharmonic Conservatory of
Caracas, Atlantic Union College,
the University of Utah and
the Boston Conservatory were
fortunate to have him as a teacher.
After his retirement from the
Buffalo Philharmonic, John and
Lois came to Sandleheath in 2017.
John began playing the clarinet
with the Sarasota and Fort Meyers
Symphony and the West Coast
Chamber Players.
Unfortunately, John had to deal
with cancer this past year. He
credits Lois his wife, with pulling
him through those hard times. He
plans to play once again with many
local orchestral and chamber
venues. He believes his success
was due to excellent training, great
parental support and good luck. “I
was in the right place at the right
time.”
His favorite expression is “Deus
ex Machina” which means “Fate
drops in at the right moment.”

Call for Musicans, Lets Make Music
A Meadows-Based Chamber Ensemble
John Fullam wants to organize a Meadows-based chamber ensemble of like-minded
musicians, who have kept up their playing “chops” over the years.
“Strings, woodwinds, some brass and piano would all be most welcome. We would
lean on classical literature for our base, but jazz, pops, contemporary etc. would all be
welcome with the growth of the ensemble. Performance opportunities for various
casual or semi-formal venues will definitely be an option.” For those interested, or if
you know of anyone who might like to participate, please call

John at 941-554-8745 or email him at johncfullam@aol.com

April 2021
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Children in The Meadows
It Started with Rocks
By Gretchen Cochran

P

aul Easley checks the foot of
his Glebe Farm Road-palm
tree regularly because he often
finds a rock there. But it would
not be just any rock. It would be
a special one left by his neighbor,
little 8-year-old Fiona. It might be
plain, painted all over with pink
and not much else, or it could be
fancy, with a drawing of a unicorn
with multi-colored body and horn.
He will in turn leave a rock for her.
One time, Fiona left him a note
with her rock, maybe produced
with a little adult help. Small red
and green hearts were stamped all
over the page and, scrawled in red
ink, it said:
Dear Paul Easley: Every day you
inspire me. Keep doing what you
do and enjoy it. Good luck with
life, your forever friend, Fiona.

Jase Hemmersbach and Jake
Riley, both 8 years old, and both
clad in Spiderman outfits, were
there with their families one day.
They live on Marsh Field Road
next door to one another.
Their moms, Lisa Deneweth and
Marina Riley, watch as the boys
scramble over the teeter-totter and
swings.

isolation, she wishes there were
even more.
Susie, 51, and Philip Pala, 46, live
in Highland Oaks on the west side
of the Meadows with their fiveyear-old son Benjamin.
Having looked in Lakewood

“We love it here,” Marina says.
“Things are so close—parks, the
Mall, Target, Fresh Market…”
She’s a banker, but still squeezes
in time to work out at the
Meadows Fitness Center. Both
families use the Renaissance
Access Program, giving access
to some Meadows Country Club
activities, and more. She looks
forward to the summer tennis and
swimming programs.

But they’d like to see even more
young families.

Paul and little Fiona sometimes
walk up to the Children’s Park on
Longmeadow where other children
might be playing.

Photos by Gretchen Cochran.

“There’s lots of grammas and
grampas here, but no mommies
and daddies,” Benjamin observed.

Jake Riley and Jase Hemmersbach take a spin in
The Meadows playground.

Philip, Susie and Benjamin Pala and their dogs.

“She runs 500 miles an hour—very
smart, bubbly, happy, interested in
everything,” he says.
He doesn’t know Fiona’s last name
or exactly where she lives, but
she’s proof that children do live
in The Meadows, something few
of us knew. In fact, in 2019, the
U.S. Census Community Survey
counted 322 young people under
18 years of age residing here.

His favorite is to go to the
“big pool” at the tennis club,
using their Renaissance Access
card. Sometimes they eat
there. Benjamin’s favorite is
cheeseburger and fries and an
Arnold Palmer drink (half tea and
half lemonade).
“Someday we’ll join the tennis
club,” she says.

Benjamin Pala.

Sometimes they walk together,
although Paul has to hustle to
keep up.

within a bicycle ride, and as far
as she would allow from the
beach, she says, having clocked 25
minutes to Siesta Key (“the soft
sand beach,” Benjamin notes) —
not in season, she adds.

Actually, a young couple has
moved in across the street.

Jake Riley and his mom, Marina, get a ride with
Lisa and Mark Deneweth and their son, Jase Hemmersbach.
“We were told there were lots
of kids here,” Lisa says. While
having Jake next door has saved
them through the pandemic

Ranch, they chose The Meadows
for its spaciousness, walkability,
and proximity to Susie’s parents in
Sandleheath, on the east side,

Susie and Philip have just started
a residential home inspection
business. Life is intense. So
settling down at the end of the
day in their quiet neighborhood
is special. Then Benjamin can
safely hike down the road to the
neighbor’s house while Susie
watches.
“It reminds me of the 70’s,” Susie
says, when children could play
outside and be safe.

See Activities, and Events on page 14-15 for upcoming events and services.
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The Vaccine
Ann Hamman—Hampstead Heath

“

D

id you the vaccine yet? How
long did it take to get an
appointment? Where did you go?"
These questions seemed to be
on everyone’s lips as the month
of March began. When you read
this, it will be a month later, so I
hope many of you will have been
vaccinated or at least have an
appointment by now.

department. On the third try I
got in. It was just dumb luck!”
However, he could not get a
vaccine appointment for Alla. At
Davie, FL, they went through a
drive-in site 200 miles from here.
Damien asked if Alla could get a
shot, too. “They said ’Sure’ very
fast,” Damien said, and they were
delighted.

Several Hampstead Heath
residents were quick to find a place
to get the vaccine in January when
others were scrambling.

The second appointment also

New resident Maureen Kuzma
got her first vaccine at the
beginning of January with the help
of her daughter, Amanda. “I was
one of the lucky ones,” Maureen
said. “It was through Eventbrite.”
She was vaccinated at the Sarasota
Health Department downtown. “It
was slow, but I think they were just
learning. I had a two-hour wait, but
it was no problem for me standing
in line.” Her second shot was at the
Sarasota Square Mall, which was a
much shorter wait time, she said.
She was achy after her second dose,
but only for a day.
Longtime residents Damien
Jaques and his wife Alla
Rabinovich were very eager to
be vaccinated, so they drove to
Broward County in early January.
But not before they had exhausted
other efforts. “We really wanted
it,” Damien said. “I tried five
different counties near us and one
time after dialing 107 times, I got
in. But there was a five-hour and
55-minute wait.” He didn’t wait.
Damien has a friend of 49 years
living in Broward County, so
he emailed him the first week
of January with a New Year’s
greeting and a request. “It seems
there were more vaccines there,”
Damien said. "My friend included
a link through their county health

went well but the drive home did
not. A plane had landed on I-75 in
Alligator Alley and all traffic was
stopped for an hour. When they
got home, “We were incredibly
exhausted from the drive and the
second shot,” Damien said. “It was
an adventure, but it was absolutely
worth it, and we would do it again.”
Kathy Bolema, who is the
medical office administrator
for an orthopedic practice in
Sarasota, also got her vaccine in
early January along with other
medical personnel. “I got my first
shot the very beginning of January
and the second, in February,” she
said. There was no problem after
the first shot, but “I had a bad
migraine and aches and chills after
the second one. But it came and
went quickly,” she said.
David Johnson and Joan
Zaroff signed up online toward
the end of January on the Sarasota
County site. “David was in the
21,000s but I was in the 27,000s
on the list,” Joan said. “We used
my number as we could both get
in then.” Their first appointments
were at the Westfield Mall on

Feb. 23. “They were extremely
organized. I was impressed,” Joan
said. They have not had their
second shot as I write this. David’s
mother, Betty Johnson, got her
first shot two weeks before Joan
and David with the help of her
daughter, Suzanne.
Arnie and Jill Factor had also
registered with Sarasota County
and were in the 29,000s. “Our
number came up and we got the
shot on Feb. 25,” Jill said.
Although I had registered my
husband, Fred, and me in this
county and Manatee County in
early February, our numbers were
not good. Our three children,
Jim, Nancy and David, put their
heads together to get us vaccinated
looking in those two counties.
After a collective eight hours on
their computers in Illinois and
visiting in Florida, Nancy secured
an appointment for me at a Publix
in St. Petersburg on Feb. 26, and
Jim got Fred an appointment at a
Publix in Sarasota for March 2. We
all thought St. Pete was in Manatee
County and were surprised to find
out it was in Pinellas County!
I was very happy to get the vaccine
and didn’t mind the 45-minute
drive one way. However, I felt bad
when a local grocery shopper saw
me and said she had tried to get an
appointment there, but none was
available. I may have taken her spot.
Florida residents are going
through the Florida Department
of Health to register for vaccines
and more pharmacies have
opened up to vaccinate our older
and more vulnerable population.
Distribution continues to progress.
The medical personnel who have
worked long and hard during this
pandemic should be applauded. The
quick rollout of three vaccines is
remarkable.

IMPORTANT EDITOR'S NOTE
The state is launching a new way for homebound seniors to sign up to have the vaccine come directly to them.
Please email HomeboundVaccine@em.myflorida.com to put your request in.
Visit the Florida Department of Health Website to access the Florida COVID-19 Vaccine Site
Locator for a location near you. http://www.floridahealth.gov/
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Motivation & Leadership
Bonnie Detwiler—Chatsworth Greene

M

any of us in Chatsworth
Greene, remember Casey
Walcott, a great friend and a
great golfer. For years, Casey
organized the weekly golf games
for the men in our area. As he got
older several others took over and
eventually it fell into the hands of
David Callahan. David wanted
to play, he wanted a routine and he
wanted others to beneﬁt. I asked
how he went about organizing this.
David shared; he sets up a monthly
spreadsheet of all approximately 16
members. He has a business card
of each, which he shuﬄes to fairly
choose who plays with whom. This
method seems to meet David’s
goals which are:

Shucker and proceeded to ask
some of the same questions. Susan
took over the task of organizing
nine female golfers on a temporary
basis until Kathy Harrison
returns to The Meadows. Susan
takes the time initially to email
us and conﬁrm our involvement,
call for tee times on a speciﬁc date
and then emails us again with
the results. Susan also arranges
scheduling for 12 to 18 tennis
players. She has a diﬀerent method
for who plays with whom; Using a
deck of cards and then alternating
members halfway through
the match. Susan indicated all
Chatsworth women are welcome
for either golf or tennis.

1) To be inclusive.
2) To be ﬂexible in scheduling.

It is my understanding that
leadership is the art of motivating
a group of people to act toward
achieving a common goal. It looks
like these two enjoy their roles
and many of us are enjoying the
beneﬁts of their time and energy.
A big thank you from all of us!

Not all of these golfers are from
Chatsworth; however, all have
committed to show up. Scheduling
takes roughly two to three hours
of David’s time which is his
commitment to this group of men.
When I ﬁnished interviewing David
I turned to his partner, Susan

Happy Spring and have a
Happy Easter!

TAKE THE LEAD
If you are anticipating leaving your home
for an extended period of time prior to hurricane
season or Florida's seasonal storms,
please prepare your home properly.
•

Pick up loose objects and debris in your yard and
around the exterior of your home. Remove objects
that aren't secure, they may become flying projectiles.

•

Trim your shrubs and trees to prevent potential
damage. Proper pruning will allow wind to easily pass
through the canopy, reducing risk of damage to trees.

•

Stake recently planted and/or young trees. Extra
support will help stabilize the tree's trunk.

•

Check your gutters, downspouts and drains. Make sure
they are all draining properly and are free of damage
and debris.
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The Life of Pipes and Prevention
By Mike O’Brien — Specialized Pipe Technologies

L

ocated behind walls and under
subfloors, our drain and water
pipes are the unsung heroes of
our daily lives, usually forgotten
-- until something goes wrong.
When a plumbing system fails it
can cause extensive and costly
damage. It may sound mundane,
but the materials your pipes are
made of matter, and all require
maintenance to keep them
functioning properly. By educating
yourself on the basics of plumbing
and understanding what your
pipes are made of, you can help to
manage their lifespan and identify
any potential problems before they
become catastrophic.
When we refer to plumbing
we’re talking about the system of
pipes, tanks, fittings, and other
apparatus required for the water
supply, heating, and sanitation in
a building. When we think about
our pipes, we typically separate
them into two main types, supply
and sanitation. Supply pipes
bring water into a building, and

sanitation pipes (i.e., sewer/
drain) take wastewater out of
the building. Supply pipes are
pressurized, and wastewater pipes
(drain/sewer pipes) are not - it’s
just gravity at work.
The material used to make pipe
has a significant impact on
how and how often you need to
maintain your plumbing system.
There are two key factors to
consider when thinking about your
pipes. The first is the function of
the pipe, and the second is when
the building was built. Both are
good indicators of what materials
were used for your pipes.

A Little Water Pipe History
Before 1960
The most common type of
water pipe used in multistory
construction was galvanized steel.
Steel pipes are galvanized when
they are dipped into molten zinc,
which helps prevent rust. Over
time, corrosion and rust can still

Slow drains, sewer backups or odors?
SPT gets things back to normal… fast. SPT specializes in
non-invasive pipe restoration. Our no-dig technologies
restore old pipes without tearing out walls or digging
up landscaping.

Call Mike O’Brien today!
Your Meadows Dedicated Rep

w w w. s p t p i p e . c o m

941-779-7016

© 2021 Commercial and Residential Plumbing | Specialized Pipe Technologies. All rights reserved.
LIC# 882102 | CFC1428098 | 64128 | PFG-01206 | 0077809 | 41169 | 2705165136 | 48991

1595_SPT

build up on the inside of these
pipes, causing problems like low
water pressure.

1960-1980
There was a shift between 1960
and 1980 for water pipes used in
multistory construction, more
often turning to copper. A copper
pipe should have a lifespan of over
30 years, but “aggressive” acidic
water or soil can cause pitting-type
corrosion. This can shorten the
lifespan to 20 years or less.

After 1980
Construction moved towards
various plastics (some more
successful than others). Plastics
are typically resistant to chemical
corrosion, abrasion, rotting,
and weathering. They are also
lightweight which makes it easy
to install in new construction and
gives it a technical advantage in
the construction industry.

Sewer/Drain Pipes Through
the Years
1940-1980
The most common type of
sewer pipe used in multistory
construction was cast iron. As cast
iron ages, rust forms on the inside,
creating a crust of “tubercles.”
Tuberculation slows water flow,
eroding the metal, and increasing
the chances of corrosion and
cracking.

After 1980
As with water, the move in pipe
construction after 1990 was
towards various plastics.
So, what’s the problem?
The common problems you see
when disaster strikes are often a
result of the pipe material used
in construction and when your
building was built. Corrosion and
pinhole leaks are the main culprits
in thousands of plumbing issues
every year, from single family

April 2021
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The Life of Pipes and Prevention
Continued from page 12

homes to multi-story commercial
buildings.
Corrosion is the breaking down
or destruction of material,
especially metal, through chemical
reactions. The most common form
of corrosion in metal is rusting,
which is oxidation that occurs
when iron combines with oxygen
and water. Corrosion can also
occur when an acidic or basic
material touches another material.
Problems with corrosion are
mostly with metal, though other
materials can corrode. In metallic
sewer pipe, corrosion causes leaks,
scale, and grease build up which
can result in:
• Cracking
• Slow drainage
• Blockages / stoppages
This is a primary reason why
simply unclogging a sewer line
may only be a temporary fix, since
the corrosion that has already
occurred is not being addressed
and will likely lead to future
problems.
In metallic water piping, corrosion
causes rust, scale, and biofilm to
build up which can result in:
• Water leaks
• Poor water quality
• Lower water pressure
In pressurized water lines, pinhole
leaks can develop as a result of
corrosion. This can be the result of
a high levels of chloramine in the
water supply, corrosion particles
from rusted water heaters, high
water pressure, high pH levels
in the water, and other chemical
factors in soil and water.

All pipes have a limited lifespan.
If you have an older building, you
need to consider the pipe materials
used during construction and
consider an inspection to prevent
problems down the road.
In some cases, a simple cleaning
can add years of useful life to your
plumbing system. But what if the
system is badly compromised?
One option is to replace all the
pipes in the building. And in
some cases, sewer or water pipe
replacement may be the right
option, including situations with
a significant number of bends in
the pipes, or where pipe access is
unusually easy.
But before you go down that path,
picture this: When standing in any
point in your building, everything
that is physically between you and
any failing pipe must be cut open
and removed in order to install
new piping. And everything that
was removed to access the old
pipe must then be replaced. Pipe
replacement is more often messy,
time consuming, expensive and a
hassle for everyone involved.
The other option is to leave the
existing pipes in place and line
their interiors. Lining sewer
pipes is typically half the cost of
replacement, takes about half
the time, uses existing access
points (like toilet risers or
cleanouts) and doesn’t require
permits or inspections. Pipe
replacement often requires system
reconfiguration and code upgrades
to other parts of building,
involving inspections and permits.
For sewer/drain the best way to
get started is a simple, inexpensive

camera inspection. This will help
you identify problems inside your
building’s plumbing systems,
and help you make an informed
decision regarding maintenance,
repairs, replacement, or lining.
Inspection will:
• Verify pipe system material
• Confirm plumbing location and
depth
• Identify problem areas
• Provide data to help budget
for plumbing repairs through
reserve funds
Since camera inspections are not
practical for pressurized water
pipes, look for red flags:
• Warped floors/wet spots
• Wrinkled or bubbled paint on
walls or ceilings
• Walls that feel damp or cool
• Persistent insect or rodent
issues

What Should You Do? Don’t Wait!
If your property is 25 years or
older, schedule a CCTV (closed
circuit television) diagnostic
inspection of the building’s drain
lines. Consider implementing
a program for preventive
maintenance, cleaning, and
possibly coatings to inhibit
corrosion and extend the life of
your building’s pipes. Establish
funding through reserves for pipe
restoration and begin investing
in your property’s pipes based on
a proactive pipe inspection and
cleaning, to extend the useful life
of pipes.

Are you thinking of selling or searching
for a new Home Sweet Home? Let’s Talk.

Hello Neighbor!

www.internationalcremation.com

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cremation and Burial
Personalized Options
Zero Interest Payments
Local & Global Coverage
Veteran Discounts
Meadows Resident
Discounts*

Call Today for a FREE Consultation

I promise to deliver outstanding results, flawless service
and a rewarding real estate experience.
15 year Meadows Resident
Discreet | Knowledgeable | Successful
References available
Anne Swartz, Preneed Counselor
941-993-0024
Resident of The Meadows 20+ Years

ASK ABOUT MY FULL CONCIERGE PACKAGE
941-228-8753 | pam_watts@yahoo.com

PAMELA WATTS
Realtor
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Activities, Events & Services
Open to Renaissance Access Cardholders

WOMEN'S CLUB

Cocktail Gathering
Wednesday, April 7
CCL Tennis Deck 5:00 pm-7:00 pm
$15.00 plus tax and gratuity

HORS D’OEUVRES
Mini cheese and fruit plates, crab cakes, glazed duck confit
and bruschetta
cash bar
RSVP by calling 941-371-6000
or email meadows-reservations@theiconteam.com

Dr. Lyndsey Nalu, Au.D from Adept Audiology will be
available on
May 25, June 22 and July 20
9 am-Noon at the
MCA for
FREE Hearing Services
Space is limited.
Sign up required.
Call MCA 941-377-2300
• Free ear wax removal
• Hearing screening
• Hearing aid check

Kids Craft Day

Saturday, April 17—9 am to 10 am
Ages 6 to 12 with Parents
To sign up call Kathy Easley 217-825-8506
or email k.jeasley@hotmail.com

Open to Renaissance Access Cardholders

Hop on over for Family Day and

The Easter Egg Hunt!
Saturday, April 3—10 am-2 pm

FREE Tech Support
Need Computer help?
Call David at 941-404-5585
or email dave@davidstoltie.com
30 minute sessions
First Thursday of the Month 1pm-4pm
Sign up required. Masks required.

on the Driving Range
Easter Egg Hunt starts at 11 am
Face Painting  Balloon animals
Crafts  Prizes and More

To register call 941-928-9964
or email: mtreharne@theiconteam.com

A MEADOWS U PRESENTATION

Navigating Your Care & Choices at End-of-Life
The Meadows “U” is pleased to host the Sarasota Action Team of
Compassion & Choices presenting “Navigating Your Care & Choices
at End-of-Life”. The talk will clarify why being prepared for a
health crisis, whether life-ending or not, will help your voice be
heard and your wishes respected even if you cannot speak.

One Hour Zoom Presentation
Wed, April 14 1:30-2:30 pm
RSVP by emailing to CandC.srq@gmail.com.

Mobile Office Comes to The Meadows.
Easy convenient and evening hours too!

Services include skin cancer exams, psoriasis & eczema
treatments, Botox® & fillers, Mohs surgery and more
• 3 private exam rooms with virus-killing UVC lighting and
HEPA-UVC air filters for COVID-19 prevention.
• Major insurance accepted, including Medicaid & Medicare.
• Led by Harvard graduate, board-certified dermatologist &
Mohs surgeon, former Director of Skin Cancer Surgery at
Walter Reed.

Call today for an appointment
8 am—6:30 pm
Tuesday, April 20

877-266-7768

April 2021
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
D.
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BEST KEPT
25th Anniversary

BLOOD DRIVE
8,
Thursday, April
8 am-2 pm
SAVE THE DATE 2021 SUMMER
SPORTS CAMP
THE MEADOWS COUNTR
Y CLUB PRESENTS
SUMMER SPORTS CAMP
MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:30 AM-3:30 PM

1996

2021

2021 Chairman’s Choice Awards
Judging June 1-3
Three First Place Awards
$100 Each
Gold Certificate and Best Kept Sign
Criteria for Judging
Homes OR Associations Qualify!
Overall great landscaping & basic maintenance
Curb appeal and color
Property improvements even
hurricane mitigation

JUNE 14-AUGUST 6
AGES 6-14
CALL TMCC FOR MORE INFO

941-371-6000

SAVE THE DATE

POOLSIDE SOCIAL
Open to Renaissance Access
Cardholders

APRIL 22
Details will be provided through MCA email
updates or call the club at 941-371-6000.

MAH JONGG
Meets Mondays
9 AM-12 PM
JOIN US IT'S FUN
CALL
Magnus at
Sign-up by contacting Caryl
et
CarylMagnus2462@verizon.n
Masks Required.
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EAT
David J. Smith, VMD—Bay Road Animal Hospitals

O

lder pets can have numerous
physical and mental
problems. One of the most
perplexing is the pet that does not
want to eat. A dog or cat that has
eaten the same well-rounded diet
for its entire life suddenly turns
up its nose at these choice foods.
There are many reasons for not
eating or as we call it, anorexia.
This problem in people can have
serious or fatal effects. The same is
true in pets.

several days, it is more serious,
especially if the pet had a good
appetite previously.
Our investigation begins with a
complete history and physical
exam. Fever can suppress appetite,
so if an elevated temperature is
discovered, we would direct our

investigation toward disease. If
all tests are within normal
limits, we would proceed to
look internally with radiographs
(x-rays) and ultrasound.
When nothing is discovered with
these tests, we begin to suspect
psychological problems such as

We approach this problem by
determining if this is true anorexia
by asking if the pet will eat
something, or nothing at all. If the
pet will take treats or high value
food from the owner’s table, it is
not true anorexia. If this lack of
appetite has only lasted 24 hours,
it is not dangerous or treatable.
If the pet has been off food for

Bay Road
Animal
Hospital
East
Beautiful new
location on the
corner of
17th Street &
Honore Avenue

cognitive dysfunction, similar to
dementia in people. Older pets are
more likely to have this problem.
Sometimes they cannot identify
food and turn away when it is
presented. Several drugs have
shown some success in treating
this form of anorexia. Most of
these drugs have another purpose
but have a side effect of simulating
appetite. One new addition to this
group is a hormone that has a
direct appetite stimulating effect
on the brain. Your veterinarian
should be consulted to determine
if your pet could benefit from
these drugs.

AAHA Accredited

PRACTICE HOURS:
Monday – Friday:
7:30 AM to 5:30 PM
Saturday & Sunday:
CLOSED

New clients and
patients are always
welcome (including
dogs, cats, birds, and
exotics)

5292 17th Street
Sarasota, FL 34235
941.378.1236

Nicole Tisdale, DVM
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Love Leads The Way
Donna Lafornia

BRAT: Basenji Rescue & Transport
member and fancier Judy Brader
of Fredericksburg, VA had been

to her doctor on the afternoon of
February 14. He wanted to admit
her immediately to the hospital.
She said, “No, I have 22 Basenjis
and their crockpot of dinner
waiting for me. I have to make
arrangements for their care before
I can go anywhere.” Tragically,
Judy passed away sometime
during the early morning of
February 15. When Judy was not
answering her phone, Linda and
Ned Madden, Judy’s friends and
fellow lure coursing enthusiasts,
were asked to check on her. Ned
called 911 and he and the EMTs
found Judy on the kitchen floor
being guarded by the two oldest
Basenjis. They called the police,
animal control and her sister,
Charlotte Holzman. Ned stayed
to ensure the dogs were safe and
helped animal control load them
into the vans, a four-to-five-hour
ordeal because Judy lived in the
country on 2-1/2 fenced-in acres
and the house had doggie doors.
The scene was pure chaos.
As a member of the Basenji Club
of America, Judy had successfully
showed and lure-coursed her dogs.
Charlotte posted a message on
Judy’s Facebook page to inform
Judy’s friends of her passing and
that the dogs were in the local
shelter. Word immediately got to
BRAT and rescue plans were formed
throughout the network. As next of
kin, Charlotte was designated by the
shelter as guardian of Judy’s dogs,
but she had left no instructions for
emergency care. Over the next week,
Charlotte and BRAT coordinated to
foster/place 21 of the dogs.
Basenji fancier and BRAT
volunteer Donna Lafornia of
Sarasota comments on her
experience of the rescue effort. “I

was in Sarasota, FL for the winter.
Melissa Ketterer (fellow BRAT
volunteer) in Hollywood, FL called
me Saturday night at 11 pm looking
for a co-pilot to pick up seven of
these pups in Virginia and deliver
them along the I-95 corridor to
previously registered foster homes.
Melissa and her husband, Bob, had
spent a whirlwind couple of hours,
renting a white van, removing the
seats, buying seven cages, blankets,
dog bowls, crates of water and dog
food. She picked me up at 3 am.
Google Maps
showed this
was a 44-hour
round-trip,
and I needed
to be back in
two days for
work. The
first night, we
got a hotel
room.
“Upon arrival
at the Virginia
shelter, out
came these pups! Love at first
sight! They were greeting their pack
that they had not seen or smelled
in several days. Tails wagging and
so cute! The Basenji breed are sight
hound dogs that do not bark, shed,
or have body odors but in their
throats, they make little yodels.
We were now given eight dogs
to transport: PeeWee, Houdini,
Tigger, Bella, Bob Marley, Fancy,
Foxtrot and Whiskey, the addition.
We now needed an additional
crate and supplies from the pet
store. Whiskey sat on my lap until
the crate was added in the back
of the van and he went back with
the rest of his family. Eye contact
with Whiskey seemed fleeting yet
loving.”
“The first drop was Whiskey in
North Carolina, a five-hour drive.
With Melissa behind the wheel, I
‘Googled’ the breeder’s name: Judy
Brader. As I read her Facebook
posts aloud, we fell in love with
this woman because of her joy and
love for all these dogs. We laughed
and we cried. We could relate. I felt
bonded to Judy and to the dogs we
were transporting. We delivered

him to his foster, and they placed
his cage in their garage. Whiskey
seemed to look straight at me and
say, “Where are you taking my
family? Why are you leaving me
here?” I had to look away and cried
for hours.
“One of the fosters along the
way had offered us and “the
family” accommodations for the
night so we didn’t have to spend
another night in a hotel. My mom,
Lorraine Noznisky, was nervous.
She said, I
want his name
and telephone
number and
location! This
was her first
experience
with the BRAT
family. I said
‘Mom, two
girls, eight
dogs, three cell
phones?’ Oh,
right. The foster
turned out to

deal. One look at each other, they
immediately bonded! Whiskey
came out of his cage, touched noses
with Tinker and they circled each
other touching noses again, making
those little yodel noises, hopping
around, playful. Whiskey also kept
looking at me and circling my legs.
He seemed to say with his soft
brown eyes, “You came back for
me, Mommy!” Whiskey hopped
in my car with Tinker and the
empty cage went in my trunk, and
we returned to Sarasota arriving
two days later. A month later, I
submitted for adoption of Whiskey.
I love him and he loves us!”
“I noticed he was a very gentle
dog but very shy, very frightened
of many unfamiliar things (they
hadn’t been allowed on the
furniture in Judy’s house). He
was skittish about “white vans.”
He disliked loud noises, the gate
closing, thunder, fireworks and
would hide under his blanket and
shiver. We pictured the chaos of
the morning of February 15, the

The Basenji breed are sight hound dogs that
do not bark, shed, or have body odors but
in their throats, they make little yodels.
be a North Carolina Forest Ranger
and his family of four. We kept
texting him about our delay which
brought us to their home about 11
pm The entire family ran out and
helped us walk and feed the dogs
and get them settled for the night.
We then all sat down to stories and
pizza and drinks and finally beds
before this routine was repeated
early the next morning.”
“A week later the word went out
that Whiskey was not adjusting to
his new family. He would not eat,
do his business, come out of his
cage or anything. That was it! I was
going back for him! I immediately
registered as his foster. My friend
Stephanie and I drove back to
North Carolina. This time I took
my little female, Tinker, whom
I had rescued and adopted four
years earlier at four years of age.
She was going to be the deciding
factor in this “temporary” foster

dogs had not had their dinner or
breakfast (the crockpots were still
going), the older dogs protecting
Judy against all the strangers,
then police, paramedics, fire
department, animal control,
volunteers screaming ‘Don’t hurt
the dogs.’ Everyone trying to
gather them, then being separated
from their pack and their
family and taken to unfamiliar
surroundings. It has taken me
one year to instill confidence in
him and assurance that he will
always be protected in my care.
We communicate with soft voices,
actions and gentle touches.”
“Whiskey became very protective of
Tinker as the Basenji breed respect
their elders, letting them take food
first, sleeping areas, toys, treats,
etc. No questions, no fights. But
Tinker who had been Queen of the
Household now let Whiskey in,
and they were immediate friends.

To learn more about this breed visit the BRAT website at https://www.basenjirescue.org/
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Love Leads the Way
Continued from page 17

Judy Brader pictured at far right with three Basenjis. This story was dedicated to the memory of Judy Brader.

She is the one who taught Whiskey
the routine of the household,
introduced him to the surrounding
area, and to other dogs. He was also
introduced to “barking dogs” – an
unfamiliar experience to him and
frightening at first. Whiskey has
extreme hearing and smell – from
upstairs in my bedroom, with the
TV on and maybe me talking on
the phone, he can hear my mom
in her bedroom quietly trying
to open a cellophane wrapper.
He will run down the stairs for
the “treat” he expects to receive!
He is a joyful, happy dog in the
mornings, so eager to see the world
outside the window and start our
morning routine. He listens and
understands conversations, knows
numerous words and reacts to the

situation – treat, car, goodnight,
dinner, breakfast, walk, potty,
that’s all, good morning, etc. At
age 4-1/2, he is finally of the age
to begin learning manners. (I have
been working with Will Thomas
the Dog Whisperer.) We have had
numerous visitors here; babies,
small children, older visitors, male
and female, many service people
who come for repair tasks. We have
been on roundtrips from Florida
to New York State and around
Florida. They have accompanied us
to hotels and restaurants. Tinker
and Whiskey love their Basenji
‘Meet-Ups’ in Hollywood and
Tampa with up to 30 dogs and is
so happy to reunite with his family
and run, jump, climb trees, etc.
Tinker is a registered Therapy Dog,

AKC Good Dog and AKC Canine
Good Citizen, and I have taken her
to nursing homes and hospitals.
She even visited my mother and
stepfather in their hospital stays and
recuperations! Medical staff love
them. My vet gave us a wonderful
commendation on Whiskey. He
just exudes love, and I hope he feels
he has a wonderful life! He has
certainly enhanced ours!”

Planning for Your Dog’s Care
I hope the story of Judy Brader’s
dogs makes you grateful for
everyone involved with BRAT
and for family, friends, and
fellow fanciers, it should also
make you think about setting up
care for your pets if you become
incapacitated. This is not legal

advice but “Estate Planning Pets”,
Estate Planning for Breeders,
AARP, AKC Gazette and Petfinder
all have practical information and
sample forms. Research carefully
a will, a trust, because although
this can authorize your executor
with instructions, there is always a
delay. Back up your will and your
trust with a simple agreement for
temporary emergency caregivers
to ensure they stay in the family.
I hope you have enjoyed the history
of Whiskey, Tinker and the Basenji
breed. We love The Meadows, and
if you see us walking The Meadows
paths, say “Hello.”
Article published in part in the AKC
GAZETTE, (August 2018)

Top 1% Sarasota Real Estate Agent
FOR SALE IN THE HIGHLANDS

Fernando Viteri PA
Fourteen-Time Winner

FIVE STAR
Best in Client
Satisfaction Awarded

30-YEAR

Meadows Resident

3433 Highlands Bridge Rd—Million-dollar lake and golf views
3436 Highland Park—Stand-alone villa, beautifully updated
3906 Chatsworth Greene—Updated with serene golf views
3312 Hadfield Greene—Sweeping golf course views

PENDING
PENDING
SOLD!
PENDING

FOR SALE ELSEWHERE IN THE MEADOWS
4502 Glebe Farm Rd—Updated, spotless and move-in ready
2637 Greenbelt Yard—Premium lake and golf views, hardood floors
2981 Taywood Meadows—First-floor 2/2 with gorgeous lake views

PENDING
PENDING
SOLD!

FOR SALE IN THE SARASOTA METRO AREA
Legends at Tatum Ridge—Elegant updates throughout, golf views
Eplanade at The Heights—Brand new 4/3 with lake views
Lakewood Ranch—Gorgeous 4/3 plus office pool home
Lakewood Ranch—Like new 4/3 pool home with long lake views
Forest Lakes Estates—4/2 pool home with southern exposure
Grande Oakes Preserve—2/2 plus den, third-floor condo

PENDING
PENDING
SOLD!
PENDING
PENDING
SOLD!

Talk to Fernando 941.400.7676
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MEADOWS FITNESS CENTER

Your Full Service Window Company

A Gem in The Crown of The Meadows
Crystal Romeo—Fitness Director

I was greeting Tom, a resident
of The Meadows recently and
he began to tell me how much
he appreciated having access
to the Fitness Center and other
amenities. I asked him if he would
be willing to sit for an interview
with me to discuss it, the next
morning I received this letter
from his wife Marsha.

T

he Meadows Community
Association deserves kudos
for the work it is doing in
The Meadows, including its
programming, its caretaking of the
buildings and grounds, as well as
its significant effective efforts to
meet the needs thereby enhancing
the quality of life of its residents.
The Meadows is one of the oldest
developments of its kind in
Sarasota. One of the jewels in its
crown is the Meadows Fitness
Center. This health club/gym

facility is newly expanded and
refurbished with a professional,
helpful, well-trained staff under
the tutelage of Crystal Romeo. The
protocol for COVID-19 has clearly
been scrupulously well thought
out and is smoothly executed. This
charming building which houses
equipment to exercise every
body part is located in an idyllic
aesthetic setting; while the body is
working, the mind is tranquil and
the spirit inspired. Personalized
programs, including treatment
and supervision of musculoskeletal
issues, are available.
If you wish to improve your
game of golf, tennis, or pickleball
playing, why not make an
appointment with one of the
fitness center's team to map out an
exercise program tailored to your
specific needs and goals?
It is generally accepted by

professionals and the general
public alike that exercise is
increasingly important with
aging, not just in extending life,
but in enhancing the quality of
life. It improves strength, tone,
endurance, range of motion,
function, circulation, staves off
the malaise of dementia, not to
mention the inherent satisfaction
that comes from it.

Custom Window Coverings &
Custom Draperies
Treatments for Every Room
Silhouette Blinds & Roller Shades
Customized Designs for Your Home

The Fitness Center is open to all
residents in The Meadows with
Renaissance Access Cards. Some
residents could even walk to and
from their work-out, incorporating
a natural cooling down period
while enjoying the beauty and
serenity of the environs and
benefiting from the energy of
biophilia, love of nature.
Try it, you may just love it.
Marsha Z.—

CALL TODAY

941-371-4139

5401 Palmer Boulevard Sarasota, FL 34232
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Creative Leadership
Liz Barnett—Craft Group

I

f I were still teaching
management courses, I
would use the Craft Group
as an example of the benefits
of Participative Leadership.
Creativity is the lifeblood of the
group and too many rules and
top-down directives can stifle
creativity. However, creativity
can lead to chaos if there is not
enough structure to channel
efforts productively and enable
teamwork. The Craft Group has
found the right balance.

in recent years.

Our creative group members
continually bring new ideas, teach
one another new skills and enable
each of us to find a project we enjoy
and work that fits our skill level.
After the members decide which
crafts we will make, the group
provides the tools and materials
we need and the group’s formal
leadership coordinates the work
so that we can reach our goals.
The results: a highly motivated,
highly productive group – we have
donated $7,000 to $8,000 a year to
local charities from our craft sales

We’re creating new ways to
participate despite restrictions. We
use more than one room (when
available) for meeting to limit
the numbers in each room and to
spread out for social distancing
between our masked members.
We use Zoom meetings to include
members who are unable to
return to The Meadows this year
or who are here but unable to
join us in person. We are adding
instructional videos to send to our
members. Sharon Godlewski
taught us how to make the popular

Our creativity never seems to stop.
We have developed 14 new craft
products in the past few months.
If you came to the Spring Sale in
March, you saw some of them and
probably bought a few. The new
ideas haven’t stopped. We just
began making miniature ceramic
owls that will soon be ready to
hold place cards at a dinner party
or to be used in the garden or in
planters to identify your plants.

gnomes at a craft meeting that are
trending as fun, decorative accents
and made a video that we emailed
to members to watch at home.
It was so successful that Heidi
Schlecter made a video on cardmaking.
We continue to welcome new
members, like Donna Winter, to
our meetings. When Donna moved
from New York to The Meadows in
December, she looked for ways to
meet new people. When she saw
an article about the Craft Group
in The Meadoword, she decided to
give it a try. She was no stranger
to crafts. After retiring from
the candy and cake decorating
company she had owned and
operated for 28 years, she joined
groups that made jewelry, painted,
and did crocheting and knitting.
When she arrived at the Craft
Group, she was pleased at how
friendly and welcoming everyone
was. She explained that Heidi
and Sharon took her under their
wings and made sure that she

found something she would enjoy
doing. During the first week, she
worked on ceramic owls. Next, she
learned to make cards which she
found to be fun. Then she brought
her crocheting so that she could
complete a miniature bunny with
a giant carrot that opened to hold
treats. It was so cute that we asked
her to make more for the Spring
Sale. Donna feels that she has found
a group of women who share her
interests. Moreover, she feels the
members truly welcome newcomers
and value everyone’s contributions.
We are also creating new activities.
Kathy Easley suggested we
have a Kid’s Craft Day for the
children who live in The Meadows.
We agreed. Kids from 6 to 12
years old are invited to make
cards for Mother’s and Father’s
Day. Parents and guardians are
welcome to accompany their
children. See Activites, Events
and Services on page 14
and 15 for details and other
events.
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Building Terrariums and Living
Greenhouses/Planters
Carilyn Reiter—The Garden Club
On Thursday, March 4, The
Meadows Garden Club was
pleased to host a live virtual class,
via Zoom, by Jean Ruff, a very
talented and creative gardener and
floral designer, who demonstrated
the steps necessary to make
beautiful living greenhouses using
succulents, small plants, pebbles,

sand, moss and other decorative
items of your choosing.
These little gardens are super easy
to care for and exciting to watch
as they grow and develop over the
following months and years.
As Mrs. Ruff says, “The idea is to

experiment with creativity because
using your imagination is what
floral design is all about.”
The Meadows Garden Club hosts
garden-related classes from fall
through spring months and all
Meadows residents are welcome to
join in the gardening fun.

Jean Ruff walks us through the
fun of building a terrarium.

G

reen thumb or not, building
a unique terrarium and/or
planter can be a relaxing and easy
hands-on activity. Terrariums
are a miniature world of plants
in glass and can be created on a
budget. Building a terrarium or
planter is especially nice since
many of us are still home bound
and looking for fun ways to learn
and beautify our homes.

“The idea is to experiment
with creativity because using
your imagination is what floral
design is all about.” Jean Ruff

Who Watches Your Property
When You Are Away?
Consider someone who:
• Has a home watch business and carries liability insurance
• Has numerous references of satisfied Meadows clients
• Has repair capability and is on call 24/7 for emergencies
• Provides written record of every aspect of your home’s checkup
• Is a Meadows resident and property owner for over 15 years

BEST KEPT 2021
SPRING AWARDS

JUDGING: April 5 through April 8
CRITERIA
Great Landscaping & Care
•
•
•
•

Colorful flowers & plants
New mulch
Green lawn
Trimmed bushes
& trees
• No weeds or debris!

Call me to see why I say…
“There is no traffic jam on the extra mile”

HAL POSCHMANN • 941-284-4315
poschmann@comcast.net

Curb Appeal & Maintenance
•
•
•
•
•
•

Signs
Lights
Sidewalks & Driveways
Mailboxes
Roofs
No disrepair!

Property Improvements
• Hurricane mitigation included
• Improvements may require
architectural review
How Best Kept Judging is done...
Committee members search neighborhoods
to nominate homes and associations to be potential winners.
Final judges decide finalists, based on above criteria.
Lesley Totten, Chairman

SHIRLEY CUDDY
“RENTING THE MEADOWS”
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!
CELL: (941) 321-1549

RENTALS NEEDED!!!!
YOU CAN TRUST ME TO
MANAGE YOUR PROPERTY!
I HAVE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
LEASING BOTH ANNUAL AND
SEASONAL PROPERTIES IN THE
MEADOWS.
***CALL ME NOW***
I PAY ATTENTION TO THE
DETAILS MAXIMIZING YOUR
INVESTMENT AND MINIMIZING
THE HASSLES.
941-954-4443

themeadowssarasota.org

The Write Stuff
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Our First Leaders
Liz Barnett and Michael Bruno—Writing Groups Coordinators

B

efore the days when adults
organized and ran all youth
activities and helicopter parents
hovered over their children, there
was a part of life that was free
from adults, a “Kids World.” Kids
bought penny candy at the corner
grocery, rode buses and went to the
movies by themselves. Kids were
on their own for long swaths of
time to organize their own games
and adventures. Surprisingly, Kids
World wasn’t chaotic. There were
rules, often kid-made, and kids to

enforce them.
Older siblings and bigger kids
could enforce their will by physical
force, but they didn’t always have
to resort to threats or violence.
We respected their expertise and
often wanted to emulate them.
In my neighborhood, I willingly
followed the big kids on the
shortcut to school. It involved
sneaking through a neighbor’s
yard, jumping from a six-foot high
retaining wall into an alley, then

fording a creek by jumping from
stone-to-stone before climbing the
final hill to school. Much better
than walking on a sidewalk. In
fact, the only kids who walked
on the sidewalk were the ones
who had been appointed by their
parents to shepherd younger
brothers and sisters to school.
As Jule Elia’s story shows, when
older siblings were in charge, they
might become in loco parentis.

WHAT I LOST WHEN I WON
by Jule Elia

S

"

top dilly dallying,” Lana said
as she grabbed my hand and
pulled me along so I would walk as
fast as she did.
“I don’t want to walk like a soldier
everywhere we go,” I said as I
pulled back a little.
“We are not going to be late for the
first show,” said my sister as she
yanked my arm to encourage me
to walk faster.
Every Saturday afternoon we went
to movies at the Paradise Theatre
on Bloor Street and Dovercourt
Avenue, only three blocks from our
house. The show started at 1 pm
with 30 minutes of cartoons and
serials, followed by a “B” film, then
an intermission and finally the
main feature that normally ended
around 4 pm.
We arrived on time and Lana stood
in line and got our tickets. She
gave me a dime to buy popcorn
and a drink, but my confection
of choice was black licorice Nibs.
The box was yellow and red with
a cellophane window showing
the cut-up licorice bits. The back
had a picture of three Arab riders
on camels with the pyramids and
palm trees in the background. I
always read the writing on the top
of the box that said “Tasty – Soft
– Chewy” the National Licorice
Company. Nibs cost five cents a
box and I made them last until
intermission, then I ran back to

the confection stand to get a small
box of popcorn.
“Make sure you come straight
back” Lana said as I ran up the
aisle. I took a long drink from
the water fountain, took out my
remaining nickel, bought the
popcorn and headed back to my
seat. I always held on to the empty
box of Nibs because when you
blew into the box, closed at the
other end, the cellophane would
vibrate making a horrendous
sound that I used when the villain
in the cartoon or serial was on the
screen. My sister just hated the
racket I made with the old Nibs
box and would just shake her
head, but eventually would laugh
at me.
Today, an announcement being
made on the speaker system.
“In the next five minutes we will
have a drawing for a special gift.”
Lana looked up as I sat down
and handed me one of the ticket
halves that she had. I looked at the
number on the ticket and read it
quietly to myself, 627837. I turned
to Lana and said “I bet this is the
winning ticket.” She just laughed,
doubting that we could ever be
that lucky.
The announcer said that today’s
gift was sponsored by the F.W.
Woolworth Company, known to
me as the five and dime. All kinds
of thoughts were running through
my head about what it could be.

I looked at my sister and said,
“maybe it’s a CCM bike or a Radio
Flyer wagon”. “We will have to
wait and see,” said Lana “but that
box they just brought out looks
too small for either.” I got up on
my seat so I could see the box and
kissed my ticket half; I just knew it
would win the gift.
The announcer would not stop
talking and all the kids were
getting a little restless. “Children”
he said, “don’t forget to tell your
parents that we are drawing a
beautiful set of dishes after the
eight o’clock show.” He finally
raised the microphone closer to
his lips while scooping out a ticket
from the box. “The first number
is six.” I nudged my sister’s arm,
showing her my ticket and she
said, “all the numbers in the
theatre start with six.”
“Two, that’s six two” the
announcer repeated. “I have that
number too Lana,” I said. By this
time my sister would not even
acknowledge me. It was like she
knew what numbers would be
called out next or something. The
announcer called out “seven” and
I saw the seven but did not dare
speak. He then called out eight
and three; now the numbers were
coming faster, and I had every
number so far.
The announcer took a deep breath
and repeated “six, two, seven,
eight. And next is three” he said
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WHAT I LOST WHEN I WON
Continued from page 22

as he smiled at the audience.
“Lana, Holy Moley I am telling
you that I am going to win,” I said
and at that very moment he said
the final number “seven”. “If you
have 627837 bring your ticket up
to me and you will take home this
wonderful gift.” He opened the box
and picked up what was inside.
I was off my seat ready to run
down the aisle when my sister
grabbed my blouse, pulling me
back. I was puzzled and confused
that she was holding me back from
getting my winnings until she
finally said, “Look what he pulled
out of the box. It’s a puppy that we
can’t bring home, because Mom
will not let us have a pet”.
I was struggling and pulling my
body to get away from my sister
and claim my prize. I had won it
fair and square and I wanted this

beautiful brown puppy. “Please
Lana, please let me get the puppy.
I love puppies. I know Daddy will
say yes.” She just kept shaking
her head and saying that there was
no way that the puppy would be
part of our home. Within minutes
of me struggling and my sister
holding me back, the announcer
said, “Here is the new winning
number.”
My eyes were glossy, causing my
vision to be distorted, and my
heart was beating quickly. I could
hear my heart thumping in my
ears. Slowly I put my hand up to
my face and did not say another
word. I sat down and watched a
little red-headed freckled boy run
up to the announcer to claim my
puppy.
The second feature was a movie
called “Lily” with Leslie Caron

as Lily, but I only remember the
puppet scene in that movie for
some reason. All the way home I
kept looking at the winning ticket.
My sister said, “Look Ju, I am
really sorry but I’m sure Mom
would not let you keep the pup.
That would not be fair to the dog.”
I thought for a moment and spoke
slowly to her, “Well then, please
promise that we never tell Mommy
that I won anything today when we
get home.” Though my sister did
not understand why I did not want
her to recount the story of what I
won, she agreed to keep my secret.
My mother never knew about the
puppy I had won at the Paradise
Theatre that day.
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Meadowlark Poetry
Michael Bruno—The Meadowlarks Poetry Group Coordinator

The Meadowlarks are a Zoom
community of Meadows
residents interested in guidance
trying their hands at poetry.
Our spring sessions have
included readings of and helpful
comments by participants as
well as a session with guest
Michigan poet Nicolette
Sowder reading her works
and discussing the craft with
us. All may join at any time. No
experience or skill is required.
Meetings are the first, second,
and third Thursdays each
month from 1 pm-3 pm.
For information contact
meadowspoetry@gmail.com
with your name, Meadows
address, and a preferred
phone number.
Selected samples from the
group are published in this
edition of The Meadoword.

Two Views of Nature

Love Changes

Liz Barnett

Jule Elia-February 12, 2021

In My Garden

Dance, then

I walk in my garden alone,
Its beauty lost to winter’s chill.
No dew-dropped roses
hold my gaze,
Which falls beyond
my garden wall.
There to the East,
just down the hill
In rock-rimmed barren
ground, A weed.

The seed, bird-dropped
from heaven
Into rock-rimmed barren ground,
Sent forth green shoots
to seek the sun.
By spring winds tossed, the
slender stalks
Reel and promenade.
Their sap-filled suppleness
Inviting sheep to feed.

Unbidden migrant,
bird-dropped seed
Took root and spread
slim tendril’s grasp
to green and steal my
garden’s riches.
Now frosted white, its
tendrils curled
Against onslaughts of ice,
weak plumes
I crop. But roots remain t
o rise in spring,
A weed.
			

When whipped by
wicked winter winds
And stripped of sap, frostwhitened stalks
Still sway with grace.
Transfigured,
Bowing in their last dance,
plumes snap.
But roots remain to rise
in spring
And feed the sheep.

			

You recognize your soulmate
from across the floor.
She is talking with her friends
nothing more.
Walking over to make an
introduction, ask for a dance.
Green eyes lock with yours, could
this be a trance.
First love so new and exciting
you can reach the sky.
Eternal attraction loving
effortlessly as time goes by
Mutual respect and acceptance
over the next few years
Selflessness and trust growing
strong without fears.
Healing and growth are now
becoming very strong.
We communicate with
fearlessness all along
Our vulnerability open to each
other feeling safe.
Kindness replaces touches
romance a differing faith.
Love constant with changes over
the many years.
True love is timeless with our
comfort always adheres.

HEARTBEATS DO NOT LOVE SPEAK
Jule Elia-January 27, 2021

Why do humans say love comes from the heart?
A muscle that pumps blood from the very start
And though this liquid sustains life until your end.
Heartbeats pound with excitement but cannot defend.
Love is connecting in a deep emotional way.
A bond exists between two and intimacy is in play.
Soulmate and lover nothing that the heart can relate.

Heartbeats and butterflies, but love will not abate.
What we do feel, our grey matter plays a part
Loves direction is nowhere near the beating heart.
I stand strong in my conviction about love truly deep.
Connection, intimacy, kindness is everything.
Love, True Love awakens your soul when the heart is asleep.

PLEASE
Do Not Feed the

WILDLIFE
It is against state law to feed wildlife and fresh water fish.You never
want to teach wildlife that YOU
are their food source. They can
forage for food on their own.
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Paris in the Present Tense
Jerry Bernier – The Meadows Book Club April Preview

M

ark Helprin’s Paris in the
Present Tense (The Overlook
Press, New York © 2017) brings
Paris into focus through the eyes
of Jules Lacour who experiences
Paris as both beautiful and
perilous. Jules is a widowed
74-year-old who teaches music,
impulsively and repeatedly falls in
love, rows the Seine daily, defends
the helpless, and needs money to
pay for medical treatment for his
desperately ill grandson.
One evening on his way home
from dinner, Jules intervenes
to stop three Arab men who are
attacking a Hasidic Jew. During
the fight, the young Jewish man
disappears while Jules manages to
kill two of the attackers and then
escapes himself by jumping into
the Seine. When the police arrive,
the third attacker lies to the police
that an unknown racist attacked
him. A police investigation begins.
Johann Sebastian Bach’s Sei

Lob und Preis mit
Ehren (May there
be praise and glory
and honour) weaves
in and around
Jules’s life like
the Seine weaves
around SaintGermain-en-Laye,
the suburb of Paris
where he lives. As
a 4-year-old at the
end of World War
II, when he first
hears Bach’s motet
played by his father, a cellist, what
follows is a searing incident of
almost unimaginable violence. Sei
Lob is repeated many times in his
life. Lacour becomes a cellist and
maître at Paris-Sorbonne, teaching
but unable to perform in public.
Jules Lacour dodges the police,
falls in love several times, and
conceives a plan to raise the
money he needs for his grandson’s
medical treatment. He is a poet

when describing
Paris and SaintGermain-en-Laye.
He is a romantic
when describing the
women he loves,
generally much
younger and quite
beautiful. He is a
philosopher when
describing the life he
has lived, the sublime
and the sinister.
The author, Harvard
graduate Mark Helprin (B.A.,
M.A.), is a prolific writer and a
conservative commentator. In
addition to seven novels [Refiner's
Fire: The Life and Adventures
of Marshall Pearl, a Foundling
(1977); Winter's Tale (1983); A
Soldier of the Great War in (1991);
Memoir from Antproof Case
(1995); Freddy and Fredericka
(2005); In Sunshine and In
Shadow (2012); and Paris in the
Present Tense (2017)], he has

written three children’s books, all
illustrated by Chris Van Allsburg,
and published three books of short
stories. His “writing has appeared
in The New Yorker for two
decades. He writes essays and a
column for the Claremont Review
of Books. His writings, including
political op-eds, have appeared in
The Wall Street Journal (for which
he was a contributing editor until
2006), The New York Times, The
Washington Post, The Los Angeles
Times, The Atlantic Monthly, The
New Criterion, National Review,
American Heritage, and other
publications.”
The Meadows Book Club will
discuss Paris in the Present Tense
on Wednesday, April 14 at 2:00
p.m. The meeting will be available
on Zoom.
1 https://www.litlovers.com/
reading-guides/fiction/11149paris-in-present-tensehelprin?start=1

The Meadows Book Club
Meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 2 pm at the MCA
Coordinator			Jerry Bernier		941-554-8574

GBernier36@aol.com

Administration			Joanne Simons		703-798-7330

SimonsJC1@gmail.com

March Luncheon		
		

CarylMagnus2462@verizon.net

Caryl Magnus		

941-378-5055

Date			Book Title					Author			Discussion Leader
4/14/2021		
Paris in the Present Tense		
Mark Helprin		
Janet Thompson
5/12/2021		

Every Drop of Blood			

The Meadows, Hub of Sarasota

Resales ending the months of February 2021 and
February 2020 In The Meadows & Sarasota County
SALES

Sales 2021 & 2020
Median Sale Price
Condominium Sales
Med Condo Sale Price
House Sales
Med House Sale Price
For sale on the 28th
Property Pending
Listing Supply

THE MEADOWS

↑2021 (27) 2020 (23)
↓$212,000 $230,000
↑2021 (24) 2020 (17)
↑$230,000 $182,000
↓2021 (03) 2020 (06)
↑$433,000 $412,500
↓2021 (09) 2020 (59)
↑2021 (51) 2020 (42)
↓2021 (0.3) 2020(2.6)

Dick Plumb, 23 years Full-time
Resident, Specializing in listing &
selling homes in “The Meadows”.
Call Anytime Direct 941-266-2512
SarasotaHomes@DickPlumb.com
Horizon Realty International

SARASOTA COUNTY

↑2021 (1186) 2020 (827)
↑$325,000 $273,000
↑2021 (460) 2020 (322)
↑$275,000 $246,000
↑2021 (726) 2020 (505)
↑$355,000 $289,000
↓2021 (908) 2020 (3559)
↑2021 (2346) 2020 1785)
↓2021 (0.8) 2020 (4.3)

Email me if
you would
like being
added to my
monthly
statistics list

Edward Achorn		

Jerry Bernier

themeadowssarasota.org

Services & Classifieds
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Residential and Commercial Laundry Repair
Pressure Washing & Cleaning
30 Years of Experience

Rusty Taylor
Voted Five Star Agent – Last 10 Yrs

Cell: 941-587-7297
rustycares@verizon.net

Meadows Resident & Realtor – 26 Yrs

Rusty Really Cares!

www.srq-properties.com
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Services & Classifieds continued…
HOME WATCH

MCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Gutter Cleaning by Mike.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941-377-2538

Jan Lazar, President
Bob Clark, Vice President
Fernando Viteri, Treasurer
Marilyn Maleckas, Secretary
Amy MacDougall
Tom Pound
Mark Pienkos
Paul Easley
Susan Gaynor

MDS Carpet and Tile Cleaning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-358-6355
mdscarpet@verizon.net

MEADOWORD DEADLINES

TECH SUPPORT/HELP

Epic Home Watch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-536-6372
epichomecare@yahoo.com

HOUSEKEEPING
Susana's Cleaning Servies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-536-6152

HOME COMPANION/CAREGIVER
M&M Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-822-6209
941-320-0586 marybyler225@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
Victoria’s Garden Landscaping . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-350-2566

David Stoltie–The Patient Trainer. . . . . . . . . . . 941-404-5585
dave@davidstoltie.com
Pegatronics Computer Instruction & Repair. . . 941-735-3362
pegatronics@hotmail.com
www.pegatronics.com

TRADE SKILLS

The deadline for advertising
and article insertions into
The Meaodword is the first
Monday, one month prior to the
month of insertion. If there is a
holiday, the deadline is the Friday
prior to Monday.

PETCARE
Debbie’s Loving Petcare .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 941-284-5088
debbielee134@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/Debbies-Loving-Pet-Care-219538564806221

MAY—APRIL 5

CLASSIFIEDS

NO ISSUE IN JUNE

Classified ads cost $25 for up to 40 words. Classified copy must be submitted with payment on or
before the first Monday of the month prior to publication.
If the first Monday falls on a holiday, ads are due the previous business day.

NO ISSUE IN AUGUST

JULY—JUNE 7

Please practice due diligence when hiring service providers.

FOR RENT
Seasonal Rental from March December 2021. Morningside
complex. Furnished one bedroom
villa. Utilities included. No smoking.
No pets. Contact Connie (619) 3928298. Call or text.
Three condos for sale: Lake Village
(2bdrm2ba), Harpers Croft (2bdrm2ba),
and Heronmere (3bdrm/2ba). All
second floor. Great rental history. Will sell
individually or as a package. Beautifully
furnished. Pictures and more info
available. jen@btvspaces.com
802-363-0170
Weybridge 2/2 1st floor, golf course
& lake views. Reserve early for 2022
winter season. 3-6 mo no smoking,
no pets, hardwood floors, up graded
baths, quartz counter tops. Call Joan
816-585-7998 to reserve

FOR RENT
Gorgeous 2/2 condo in Wedgewood
Lake, The Meadows. Your choice
annual or seasonal. Sorry for no
pets. Call Marilyn 941-685-8553 or
mfendi1@hotmail.com. Available
immediately.

FOR SALE
Great one bedroom downstairs
located in Meadows overlooking pool
area. Bedroom with walk in closet and
laundry. Condo includes carport with
extra storage for bikes, clubs & beach
equipment. $116,000 for sale by
owner 941-303-3951 or 923-6050
Golf view Willow Links Turnkey Condo
for sale by owner- For more info visit
www.5143willowlinks.com. Contact
Mac via cell at 941-413-9570 or email
lidolazy@gmail.com ~Act fast before
this Willow Nest is gone~

SEPTEMBER—AUGUST 2
OCTOBER—SEPTEMBER 3
NOVEMBER—OCTOBER 4
DECEMBER—NOVEMBER 1

FOR SALE

JANUARY 2022—DECEMBER 3

Two bed/two bath second floor
condo Wedgewood Lane. Fantastic
lake and golf course view. Upgrades
and new carpet throughout. $189,900

FEBRUARY 2022—JANUARY 3

ITEMS FOR SALE
Wrought iron 6 seat dining table with
glass top, 4 chairs-$50 Brown chaise
lounge-$20 Blue recliner chair- $25
Will show photos online if asked.
Phone June 266-7520

WANTED
Garage Space Wanted- Meadows
resident seeks garage space to store
car from 5/15/21 to 10/15/21. Please
call 516-695-6412

Meadoword Advertisers and Contributors
The deadline for advertising and article insertions into The Meaodword is the
first Monday, one month prior to the month of insertion.
The deadline for the May issue is Monday, April 5.

MARCH 2022— FEBRUARY 7
APRIL 2022—MARCH 7

THE MEADOWORD

Community News Source of The Meadows Since 1983

Publisher, MCA: Frances Rippcondi,
MCA General Manager
Editor/Creative Director: Tia Calomeris
MEADOWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

2004 Longmeadow
Sarasota, Florida 34235
Phone 377-2300 • Fax 377-2248
marketing@meadowsca.com
www.themeadowssarasota.org

Submission Guidelines
Articles and Monthly Columns

We welcome submissions from our
Meadows residents for publication in The
Meadoword. Articles should be of general
interest to the community.
We copy edit all articles for accuracy,
content, style, and length and will not
publish articles that contain offensive
material or inaccurate information.
Articles must be received by deadline for
publication in the following month’s edition.
All submissions are published at the
discretion of the editor and the MCA.

Subscription Rates
The subscription rate for The Meadoword reflects a cost
due to recent increases in postage, labor, and materials:
USA.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.00 per month
Canada.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3.50 per month
Europe .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $6.25 per month
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Leadership

Live
the
Lifestyle—Play
in
Your
Own
Backyard
Live the Lifestyle—Play in Your Own Backyard

