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make our area so popular. Their 
continued existence depends on 
support from the community 
through this time of reemerging 
social activity.

As we venture out after more than 
a year of limited or no access to 
the many restaurants, theaters, 
and other attractions, we must 
still exercise care for ourselves and 
others to be vigilant and do all that 
we can to help bring to a close the 
pandemic that has plagued us. We 
must show that we care for others 
by taking the steps that help us all 
to stay safe and we should all do 
what we can to share our economic 
resources with those that need  
our help.

The Meadows is a generous 
community.  We have many 
wonderful people who give 
unstintingly of their time and of 
their money to help the community 
and to help others.  In this season, 
after all that has occurred here and 
through the country and the world, 
let us be especially generous with 
both our time and our money in 
showing that caring and sharing.  

We wish you all  

a joy-filled, happy 

and HEALTHY  

holiday season. 

Sharing with Others
Jan Lazar—MCA Board President
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Our Vision
To be known as a well-maintained, welcoming, 

safe community with up-to-date housing, 
activities and services designed to meet the 

needs of all residents.

Our Mission
To preserve the property values, ambience and 
vitality of our community.

We are coming to the end of 
the second year of COVID. 

Illness, deaths, restrictions and 
fear have forced us into many 
unprecedented situations. COVID 
has caused disruptions to our 
lives and interfered with our 
plans at the very least.  For many, 
it has had much more serious 
consequences.   But we have 
persevered.  We have had the good 
fortune to live in a place where 
we have been able to continue 
with many aspects of our lives 
only minimally affected because 
we are able to enjoy so much of 
our lives outside and unimpeded 
by lockdowns and shut-ins.  We 
have once again been spared the 
ravages of hurricanes, fires and 
other disasters. We have much 
to be grateful for even in these 
times where serious hazards to our 
health have abounded and many 
others have faced the devastation 
caused by nature at its worst.  

Because of our good fortune, we 
have the ongoing opportunity 
to share with those who have 
not been so fortunate.  In this 
season when tradition has it that 
we give to others, we need to be 
especially mindful of our bounty 
in both our environment and in 
our economic resources.  While  
we here represent a wide range 
of incomes and economic well- 
being, we are virtually all much 
better off than most of the country 
and of the world.  While we don’t 
often realize it, we here are a 

very economically comfortable 
community.  Very few of us have 
ever had to deal with prolonged 
hunger, homelessness, lack of 
medical care or inability to have 
the basic necessities of life.   We 
often say we “need” things, but 
more typically, we have all of our 
needs and are more accurately 
talking about our “wants.” 

That is a reflection of our good 
fortune.  And it's all the more 
reason that we give even greater 
attention than usual to sharing 
our good fortune with others who 
have not been so lucky.  When you 
receive the multitudinous requests 
that besiege us at this time of 
year, it behooves us to remember 
that we are, in fact, blessed with 
an abundance of economic and 
environmental benefits that many 
others don’t share.  The needs of 
other people, of animals, of social 
and recreational agencies, and of 
the environment all warrant our 
attention and support.  

While very few of us can lend time 
and money to every need that 
exists, the vast majority of us can 
lend time and money to some of 
those needs.  While people must 
always be our first priority, the 
many agencies that provide for 
wildlife and for pets also have need 
of our help.  Our arts and cultural 
venues have been hard hit by the 
ravages of COVID on our ability to 
participate and attend the varied 
attractions and performances that 

Annual Assessments are mailed in January.  

If  you have an address change, please contact MCA by email: 

mcaaccounting@meadowsca.com 

to ensure prompt delivery of your assessment.
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Caring for the Future
Meadows Community Lifestyle and Wellness Facility

Frances Rippcondi—MCA General Manager

The holiday season is the perfect 
time to pause from our busy 

schedules and take a moment 
to reflect on family, friends, and 
community. At The Meadows, 
we are blessed with beautiful 
open space, parks, and facilities 
for everyone to come together, 
celebrate and have fun. A reflective 
look back on this past 
year’s projects (dog park, 
Centre Court lounge 
outdoor dining expansion, 
landscaping, aquatic lake 
plantings and social events 
– to name a few) illustrates 
the MCA's committment 
to improve our assets, 
recreational offerings, 
and to create even more 
opportunities for residents to 
socialize and enjoy. 

It is the MCA’s goal to promote an 
active-lifestyle, vibrant community 
whose assets are well maintained 
for residents and families to 
enjoy.  It is due to the vision of the 
MCA’s Board, the MCA/TMCC 
Strategic Committee and the 
tireless dedication of volunteers 
and residents who support our 
Renaissance Plan that positive 
change is seen throughout 
the community.

 The Renaissance Plan is 
one of the most vital plans 
conceived by The Meadows 
Community Association Board 
to ensure that our community 
is equipped for the future. The 
desire to care for and improve 
our community assets are even 
more apparent as our new 
Meadows Community Lifestyle & 
Wellness Facility starts to materialize 
in the field.  

Late June marked the official 
groundbreaking of this new 
community asset. With an 
unprecedented number of permits 
being processed at the county 
slowing down approvals, and 
permitting delays behind us, the 
contractor focused his attention 
on expanding the pond behind the 
Dickens. First, came the draining 
of the pond and removal of dirt 
by the truckload. Over 1,600 
cubic yards of excess fill had to be 
exported off site, whereas some 

fill remained behind to form the 
building pad.  

Next, attention was given to the 
infrastructure. Unlike building 
on a raw piece of land, a site with 
existing infrastructure has added 
complexities which, unfortunately 
caused unexpected delays. Existing 

services such as water, sanitary, 
stormwater, FPL, and TECO that 
ran through the footprint of the 
new building had to be rerouted, 
new lines laid and old lines 
removed. Each step of the way 
the county inspector certified that 
the infrastructure complied with 
county codes, regulatory bodies 
and that what was built in the field 
reflected the permitted drawings. 
On average, approval from the 
county can take anywhere from 
48 hours to weeks. After receiving 
the required certification, the 
contractor was allowed to proceed 
to the next step, the building 
foundation. 

Up first, the corners of the  
building were surveyed and 
staked, batter boards placed 
and footers dug. The Meadows 
Community Lifestyle Wellness 
Facility is being constructed 
utilizing a stem-wall foundation.  
Stem-walls are the supporting 
wall that joins the foundation to 
the vertical wall that is on top of 
the foundation. This 
type of foundation 
is constructed in 
multiple steps where 
the footer is poured 
at ground level, 
then blocks are laid 
forming the wall up 
to the finished slab 
elevation. Over 800 

lineal feet of footers have been 
dug and 110 cubic yards of 
concrete poured, and truckloads 
of rebar has been used for the 
foundation of our building.  

Prior to the stemwall construction, 
most of the work has been barely 
noticeable as it was underground. 
However, now that the stem wall 
is in, the electrical and plumbing 
under slab is nearly completed, 
the slab will soon be poured 
and the building will begin its 
transformation into our new 
community center.  

Our new Lifestyle and Wellness 
Facility, located at the heart of 
the community, will provide the 
perfect venue for association 
meetings, social gatherings, and 
fitness workouts. Residents will 
be able to improve their social 
connections, physical health and 
participate in a wide range of 

activities.  

Whether you decide to stay 
home and embrace the 
beauty of the community 
or you travel afar, I wish 
you a safe and happy 
holiday season.

Over 800 lineal feet of  
footers have been dug 

and 110 cubic 
yards of concrete  

poured . . .
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only one of the great improvements 
coming to The Meadows in the 
coming year and it felt good to 
hear how much it is valued by the 
community.

The Standards Committee 
appreciates the many applications 
for architectural review that we 
have received this year, which is an 
indication of the caring and sharing 
that is ongoing in The Meadows. 
Your efforts demonstrate that The 
Meadows has a great future because 
of you.

As always, my appreciation 
and thanks go out to our many 
volunteers and our hard-working 
staff. And if you feel like sharing 
and getting more involved with our 
community, give us a call.

Caring and Sharing 
Takes so little and means so much

Bob Clark—Standards Chair

3306 Highlands Bridge Rd
3535 Trebor Ln
4858 Greywood Ln
5295 Everwood Run
5561 Downham Meadow
3125 Heatherwood Ln
4749 Harvest Bend
4528 Chandlers Forde
Chandlers Forde Condo Assn
Chandlers Forde Condo Assn
Huntingwood Condo Assn
Sandleheath Condo Assn
5591 Downham Meadow
2913 Heather Bow
3425 Highlands Bridge Rd
2957 Longleat Woods
2871 Wrenwood Ct
5295 Everwood Run
3433 Highlands Bridge Rd
5501 Downham Meadow
4915 Waterbridge Down
5247 Everwood Run
5295 Everwood Run
5038 Marsh Field Rd
5072 Marsh Field Rd
3902 Chatsworth Greene
3401 Highlands Bridge Rd
5605 Downham Meadow
Chandlers Forde Condo Assn
Windrush Bourne Condo Assn
4831 Greywood Ln
4801 Greywood Ln
2909 Ringwood Meadow
4787 Greencroft Rd
4964 Greencroft Rd
5057 Vivienda Way
4749 Ringwood Meadow
4770 Ringwood Meadow
4770 Ringwood Meadow
5201 Lake Village Dr
3390 Highlands Bridge Rd

Architectural 
Review

October Approved Applications 

The concept of caring and 
sharing has always been 

practiced by the residents in The 
Meadows but it can have even 
more meaning as we approach the 
holidays that celebrate peace and 
good will among all people. I admit 
we have a long way to go to achieve 
that worthy objective, but we can 
show the rest of the world what it 
means to those of us who are lucky 
enough to live in our special corner 
of the world.

Caring is making the neighbors 
proud to have you living next 
to them by taking care of your 
property. Caring is keeping your 
dog on a leash and picking up after 
your dog so that others may enjoy a 
walk without worrying where they 
step. Caring is keeping your trash 
cans stored so that they are out 
of view form the street and your 
neighbor’s house. Caring is living 
your life like you expect others to 
live theirs.

Sorry, I got a little preachy there 
but there is so much we can do 
to make our lives and the lives of 
those around us better. Most of the 
residents of The Meadows live by 
that creed and it is one of the things 
that makes this such a great place 
to live.

When it comes to sharing, there are 
many opportunities to do that here 
in The Meadows. One great way is 
to join the ranks of volunteers who 
serve on committees which help 
things function in our community. 
Without our numerous volunteers 
we would need to have a much 
larger staff to provide services to 
our residents. That is a far better 
way to share than just opening a 
forum to criticize without providing 
any positive input or suggestions 
for making things better.

I mentioned our furry friends 
above, which reminded me of 
something that was shared with me 
recently. I was attending the Howl-
O-Ween held at the MCA building 
which was a costume party for 
dogs. It was great to see so many 
dogs in costumes accompanied by 
the humans they own. The recently 
opened dog park was mentioned 
many times and it was great to hear 
so many positive comments about 
this wonderful new benefit. It is 

Bay Road  
Animal  

Hospital 
East  

  AAHA Accredited          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      PRACTICE HOURS: 
        Monday – Friday: 
       7:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
      Saturday & Sunday: 
               CLOSED 

Beautiful new 
location on the  

corner of 
17th Street &  

Honore Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5292 17th Street 
Sarasota, FL 34235 

941.378.1236 
 

 

 
 

New clients and  
patients are always  
welcome (including 

dogs, cats, birds, and 
exotics) 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicole Tisdale, DVM 

 

 

 

Buying or selling? Let me help!

Meadows Resident

Pam Watts
Realtor 

Five Star Professional

941-228-8753
KELLER WILLIAMS ON THE WATER

The Market is HOT!
SOLD
4509 Longmeadow ......................................... SOLD
2b/2b condo with water view

5168 Marsh Field Lane .................................... SOLD
2b/2b RENOVATED first floor with carport

5110 Marsh Field Rd ....................................... SOLD
3b/2b NEW AC 2nd floor

4491 Longmeadow ......................................... SOLD
2b/2b condo

ARE YOU 
MISSING OUT 

ON YOUR 
VA BENEFITS?

If you or a loved one have served in our 
armed forces and are looking into Assisted 

Living, this seminar is perfect for you!

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

WEDNESESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH  FROM  3:00pm - 5:00pm

5601 N. Honore Ave
Sarasota, FL 33434
(941) 355-0303
www.desotopalms.comAssisted Living Facility #11835

RSVP BY 
12/2/21
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October, which begins our eight-
month dry season (Oct 1st to May 
31st), was very dry for the first four 
weeks.  Then, thanks to the cold 
front mentioned above, 1.29 inches 

Caring about and Sharing the Weather
Roy Wysnewski—The Meadows Weather/Hurricane Season Analysis: October 2021 Report

Rainfall: 2.33 inches (YTD: 45.43 in.)  
23 yr. October rainfall average: 2.44 in.

Average high temperature: 90 F (normal: 85 F) 
Above normal high-temp. days: 27 
Record high-temperature days: 5

Meadows Rainfall and Temperature Data

of rain fell on October 28th.  This 
one-day deluge not only salvaged 
what could have been an extremely 
dry month, but it placed us just 
short of normal (-5%)!  

Monthly temperature and rainfall 
data are presented in the graph.

Hurricane Season Analysis:  With 
October now in our rear-view 
mirror, it appears we once again 
have escaped the tropical cyclone 
wrath of Mother Nature even 
though conditions necessary for 
development were present during 
much of our hurricane season.  
However, those conditions have 
mostly abated, significantly 
reducing potential development 
during November – the final 
month of our hurricane season. 

Send comments and questions 
about this month’s report to: 
roywys9@gmail.com.

For most of my life I’ve cared 
about the weather and how 

it affects our lives.  So, it is my 
pleasure to share with you, as 
I have for the past two years, 
The Meadows weather data and 
accompanying analysis.

Weather Analysis:  After two 
consecutive months in which both 
temperature and rainfall were near 
normal, October was record-warm 
with slightly below-normal rainfall.

Following a two-month respite 
from a persistent ‘heat dome’, the 
heat returned this month, and in 
record fashion.  The good news is 
that a strong cold front swept in 
from the northwest during the last 
days of the month bringing with it 
the ‘coolest’ weather seen since last 
Spring.  Completing the good news, 
these more-comfortable, seasonal 
temperatures, are expected to 
extend through the first part of 
November.  The record statistics 
for October include an average 
high temperature of 90 degrees F 
(5 degrees higher than the normal 
85 degrees), twenty-seven above-
normal days, and five record-high 
temperature days. 

Assembly Committee
Mike Mazur—Assembly Chair

The November 17,  2021 
meeting of the Assembly of 

Property Owners was a multi-
faceted program kicked off by 
an informative presentation by 
Brian Loughrey, Chief Deputy 
at Sarasota County Property 
Appraiser.  Mr. Loughrey 
provided an overview of the 
methodology and the timeline 
for property appraisals and 
answered many questions. Also, 
during the November meeting, 
MCA Treasurer Fernando Viteri 
reviewed the proposed MCA 
Budget for 2022-23.

As four applicants for the three 
positions that will open on The 
Meadows Community Association 
Board of Directors in March, the 
allowed number of candidates 

has not been exceeded. As a 
result, there was no voting by the 
Assembly Delegates to narrow 
the list of applicants. The January 
2022 issue of The Meadoword 
will feature information on each 
candidate.  Election ballots will be 
mailed in January with a March 
return date.

There is no Assembly meeting in 
December. The January 19, 2022 
meeting program will include an 
attorney who will address Service 
Animal and Emotional Support 
Animal matters that association 
officers are required to address 
with greater frequency.  Despite 
Association rules on the weight, 
height or number of animals, 
Federal and state laws may 
overrule them. Before your Board 

says “no”, learn from this session 
on how to be on the right side 
of the law and to avoid potential 
issues. Details and the meeting 
format will be covered in the next 
issue of The Meadoword.

Best wishes to all during this 
holiday season.

susan abbott  
sarasota color bar

SPECIAL
color package 
SAVE $55

buy 3 color retouches for $165 
receive the 4th

FREE
CALL  949-226-1401

5045 Fruitville RD, Unit 139 
Corbia Bay Plaza 34232

Meadows Resident 
Convenient Location to The 

Meadows 
Reasonable Prices 
Personal Service
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Every year, thousands of people 
become victims of holiday 

scams. Scammers can rob you 
of hard-earned money, personal 
information, and, at the very least, a 
festive mood.

The two most prevalent of these 
holiday scams are non-delivery 
and non-payment crimes. In a 
non-delivery scam, a buyer pays for 
goods or services they find online, 
but those items are never received. 
Conversely, a non-payment scam 
involves goods or services being 
shipped, but the seller is never paid.

According to the Internet Crime 
Complaint Center’s (IC3) 2020 
report, non-payment or non-delivery 
scams cost people more than $265 
million. Credit card fraud accounted 
for another $129 million in losses.

Similar scams to beware of this time 
of year are auction fraud, where a 
product is misrepresented on an 
auction site, and gift card fraud, 
when a seller asks you to pay with a 
pre-paid card.

The IC3 receives a large volume of 
complaints in the early months of 
each year, suggesting a correlation 
with the previous holiday season’s 
shopping scams.

Whether you’re the buyer or the 
seller, there are a number of ways 
you can protect yourself—and your 
wallet.

Beware of Porch Bandits

More than 25 million Americans 

own and call the company.

Know who you’re buying from 
or selling to

 Check each website’s URL to make 
sure it’s legitimate and secure. A site 
you’re buying from should have https 
in the web address. If it doesn’t, don’t 
enter your information on that site.  

 If you’re purchasing from a 
company for the first time, do your 
research and check reviews.

 Verify the legitimacy of a buyer or 
seller before moving forward with a 
purchase. If you’re using an online 
marketplace or auction website, 
check their feedback rating. Be wary 
of buyers and sellers with mostly 
unfavorable feedback ratings or no 
ratings at all.

  Avoid sellers who act as authorized 
dealers or factory representatives 
of popular items in countries where 
there would be no such deals.

 Be wary of sellers who post an 
auction or advertisement as if they 
reside in the U.S., then respond to 
questions by stating they are out 
of the country on business, family 

have their packages stolen right from 
their doorsteps by porch pirates each 
year—don't be one of them.

When your shopping cart is full, your 
payment information is entered, 
and it’s time to choose your shipping 
details, take a moment to check 
off “signature required.” This is an 
option with all the major services, 
like UPS, FedEx, DHL, and USPS. If 
you’re in a bind and won’t be home 
to sign for your package, see if your 
delivery service will let you redirect 
the package to a trusted neighbor’s 
address—UPS MyChoice does this, 
for instance. You can often request a 
delivery confirmation too.

A Ring device helps and give you 
a video of what is going on at your 
front door when you are not around. 
Challenge is, even if you see porch 
bandits in action they may be gone 
before the police arrive and the 
video may not help if they can not be 
identified.

Practice good  
cybersecurity hygiene 

 Don’t click any suspicious 
links or attachments in emails, 
on websites, or on social media. 
Phishing scams and similar crimes 
get you to click on links and give 
up personal information like your 
name, password, and bank account 
number. In some cases, you may 
unknowingly download malware to 
your device. 

 Be especially wary if a company 
asks you to update your password 
or account information. Look up the 
company’s phone number on your 

emergency, or similar reasons.

 Avoid buyers who request their 
purchase be shipped using a certain 
method to avoid customs or taxes 
inside another country.

Be careful how you pay

 Never wire money directly to a 
seller. 

 Avoid paying for items with pre-
paid gift cards. In these scams, a 
seller will ask you to send them a gift 
card number and PIN. Instead of 
using that gift card for your payment, 
the scammer will steal the funds, and 
you’ll never receive your item. 

 Use a credit card when shopping 
online and check your statement 
regularly. If you see a suspicious 
transaction, contact your credit card 
company to dispute the charge.

Monitor the  
shipping process

 Always get tracking numbers for 
items you buy online, so you can 
make sure they have been shipped 
and can follow the delivery process.

 Be suspect of any credit card 
purchases where the address of 
the cardholder does not match 
the shipping address when you 
are selling. Always receive the 
cardholder’s authorization before 
shipping any products.

Be aware. Be smart. Be cautious.
Tips to Avoid Scams

Protect Yourself From Identity Theft
Check your list twice – When the holiday season is over, double-check all of your credit cards and account statements.  

In fact, make that three times.

NEVER
•  Respond to text messages,  

emails or ads directing  
you to click on a link

•  Provide any personal or  
financial information  
in response to an  
unsolicited message

 

 

 

            SHIRLEY CUDDY 
         RENTING & SELLING  
            THE MEADOWS 
        FOR OVER 30 YEARS! 
        CELL: (941) 321-1549 

RENTALS NEEDED!!!! 
YOU CAN TRUST ME TO 

MANAGE YOUR PROPERTY! 
I HAVE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
LEASING BOTH ANNUAL AND 

SEASONAL PROPERTIES IN THE 
MEADOWS. 

***CALL ME NOW*** 
I PAY ATTENTION TO THE 

DETAILS MAXIMIZING YOUR 
INVESTMENT AND MINIMIZING  

THE HASSLES. 
941-954-4443 
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OCTOBER SAFETY REPORT

During the month of October 
2021 there were sixteen (16) 

incident-free days, four (4) more 
than last month. There were 
seventeen (17) reported incidents, 
sixteen (16) less than last month.  
There were ninety-nine (99) 
citations issued this month, twenty 
one (21) more than last month.

Suspicious Person
 Thursday, October 14, 2021 

the complainant in the 4500 
block of Longwater Chase 
reported that someone was 
in his residence, and he had 
the person on camera.  Safety 
Officer and Deputy Christen 
responded and looking at the 
video, observed that the person 
was the complainant.  Sarasota 
County Sheriff’s Department 
Case# 21085383. 

Disturbance
 Fireworks:  Sunday, October 

17, 2021 report of gunshots 
in the area of 2100 block of 

In the event of an emergency    911
The non-emergency Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office  941-316-1201 

The Meadows Safety Patrol 941-809-0084

Everwood Run.  Upon arrival, 
Safety Office was advised that 
there was a party in the area, 
and invited persons were setting 
off fireworks.  The persons of 
interest left the area.  Sarasota 
County Sheriff’s Deputy was on 
the scene.

Make a List—Check it Twice
The holidays are a busy time of 
the year, full of special plans with 
family and shopping for loved ones 
and friends, but ‘tis the season 
to be mindful, so make a list and 
check it twice. Take some time to 
remember basic precautions that 
will help make this season merry 
and bright. 

Personal safety

Be proactive in doing a 
regular home-security check. 
Lock your doors, sliders and 
windows. Our community is 
not immune to break-ins and 
occasional thefts. This is not 
an uncommon behavior as the 

holidays approach.

Make sure your garage door is 
down at night, your windows 
are secured and your house 
is well lit. This will deter 
any holiday grinches from 
choosing your house as a 
target.

There is more safety in 
numbers. Find a shopping 
buddy who can add to the 
fun of holiday shopping. Be 
smart. Ask a store manager 
to help you to your car. They 
are always happy to assist 
customers.

Do not overload electrical 
outlets and make sure any 
cords are free from frayed or 
broken ends.

Always be aware of your 
surroundings.

Personal property

Lock your cars, don’t leave 
packages in your vehicle 
that may attract unwanted 
attention. Car break-ins are not 
unusual this time of year.

Make sure your bikes are 
locked and not left outside 
unattended.

Parking- Please check with 
MCA 941-377-2300 on 
any parking you may be 
considering related to trucks or 
parties, as towing and ticketing 
are enforced.

In the event of an emergency 
call 911 first. Safety is here 
for your needs, but they don’t 
have the same authority as our 
local law enforcement. Safety 
assists Meadows residents and 
enforces community rules.

want to get rid of, please contact Ala. 
She would have a very, very, very 
happy husband.

Along with the holidays, this time 
of year means the return of our 
snowbird friends and, while it’s 
great to see old friends, it also 
means more traffic. As I’ve said 
previously, one of the great things 
about The Meadows is that it’s like 
a resort nestled within the ever-
growing Sarasota area. What this 
means, at least for me, is that I can 
leave the chaos of driving around 
Sarasota behind when I turn into 
The Meadows and replace it with 
the calm that the surroundings of 
our community brings me. 

So please realize that we have more 
pedestrians, bicyclists and autos 
during this time of year, it’s darker 

As the holidays approach, though 
I love them, they bring one of 

the hardest questions I get asked…
year in and year out, and that’s 
when someone, particularly Ala (my 
lovely wife), asks me what I want as 
a gift. Ala asks, our kids ask, other 
family members ask and I have the 
same answer year after year. “I have 
no idea. There’s nothing, within 
reason, that I want. If you could take 
whatever you plan on spending for a 
gift for me and donate it to charity, 
I’d be happy.” Remember that old 
adage, “He who dies with the most 
toys wins?” I prefer, “He who dies 
with the most toys has missed the 
point.” Now I did say “nothing 
within reason,” so if anyone should 
happen to have a Vincent Black 
Lightning motorcycle or a 1959 
Gibson Les Paul guitar just sitting 
around taking up space that they 

The Season for Sharing
Michael Cox 

Be a member of MHOA. It's only $15 a year or $25 for two years.  
For information, contact the MHOA at MeadowsHomeownersSarasota@gmail.com

earlier and we have the construction 
of the new Meadows Community 
Lifestyle and Wellness Facility on 
Longmeadow. Following speed 
limits and stopping at stop signs 
help to keep The Meadows the safe 
and friendly community we all 
share.

Also, be aware of the rights of way 
on the paths. Bicyclists, pedestrians 
and golfcarts all share them. 
Bicyclists have the right of way over 
pedestrians and golf carts, this is 
because it’s safer for a pedestrian 
or golf cart to move off the path 
than for a bicyclist. Bicyclists and 
Pedestrians have the right of way 
over golf carts.

Along with these rights of way 
there are other safety concerns that 
should be heeded. Bicyclists and 

golfcarts need to have a bell or horn 
and alert others as they approach 
them. They should also call out the 
direction they’re passing on, such as 
“on your left”. Pedestrians should 
signal to the approaching bicyclist or 
golf cart that they’ve heard them. A 
simple wave of the hand to let them 
know you’re aware they’re coming is 
very helpful. 

I hope everyone safely enjoys the 
holidays, returning friends, winter 
weather (full timers have certainly 
earned it) and all The Meadows has 
to offer. 

Please keep your eye out for our 
November mailing in order to start 
or renew your membership in the 
MHOA. Speaking for the single-family 
homeowners as a group, gives us an 
important voice in the community.
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Pickleball is a sport that is both 
interesting and helps you to stay 
fit. Studies show that an increased 
amount of pickleball activity can 
lead to improved blood pressure 
and cardiorespiratory fitness. It 
offers aerobic exercise, giving 
players the chance to move 
around on the court at any level of 
intensity they'd like. Apart from 
improving your physical fitness, 
the game is fun and enjoyable, 
which helps improve your mental 
health.  Pickleball helps reduce the 
risk of heart attacks and strokes. 
Exercise through pickleball helps 
keep your  bones strong and can 
help treat osteoporosis.  
                         Besides, it is a great  
                           activity to meet new                     
                             friends and have  
                             fun. To schedule  
                          play, call the tennis 
                     pro shop at the country 
club, 941-671-6000.
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AVIVA is sponsoring a new complimentary Balance Class at MCA in 
collaboration with MCA. This class is designed to improve your balance, 
decrease risk of falling and keep you on your feet! Classes will be free and 
available at MCA. 

Get Up, Get Going:  
Introductions & Lecture

Wednesday, December 1  3 pm  
Held in Garden Room at MCA.

One Foot in Front of the 
Other Friday 

Friday, December 3  3 pm 
Monday, December 6   3 pm 
Wednesday, December 8 3 pm

Held in Garden Room at MCA.

Get On Your Feet Balance 
Testing & Graduation

Monday, December 13 11 am 
Held at Aviva.

Register for the class by  
calling Sue  at MCA TODAY

941-377-2300

Basketball PickleballSoftball

$55

The Meadows offers a variety of 
sports-related activities, one being 
           basketball. The basketball  
                 hoops are located at the 
                   sports field near the  
                   Pickleball Courts.  
                 Basketball is an enjoyable 
              sport that suits many  
       skill levels and ages. A standard 
basketball team has five players per 
side, but you can also play one-on-
one or two-on-two games or even 
on your own. Care for a friendly 
game of basketball? It's a great way 
to keep fit and your mind sharp. 
Did you know that basketball is 
a great calorie burner? An hour 
of basketball can burn 630-750 
calories. It also builds endurance, 
improves balance, coordination, 
develops concentration and self- 
discipline. So stop by the basketball 
courts and enjoy a friendly game of 
basketball to work out.

Bring Balance to Your Life

Family fitness includes using 
Meadows trail equipment.

Unlike other sports, softball is an 
activity that requires multiple skills 
and therefore provides total body 
conditioning. Running, swinging, 
fielding and throwing all require a 
coordinated effort from numerous 
muscles throughout the body. 
                            Softball helps 
                               players to remain 
                                 stress-free, as the 
                               sport triggers the 
                             body to produce 
high amounts of stress-relieving 
hormones, adrenaline and cortisol. 
Players often feel relaxed and 
relieved and develop an optimistic 
feeling that helps them to overcome 
stress. In addition, softball provides  
anaerobic benefits and strength, 
upper body development, mid 
and lower body conditioning, and 
increased flexibility. If you would 
like to get involved in the Sarasota 
Senior Softball Association (SSSA), 
call Ken Shepard 941-350-4747.
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Monday-Friday 7:30 AM-7 PM, Saturday 8 AM-4 PM, Sunday 9 AM-1 PM (Excluding holidays) 
Orientation must be completed prior to the use of the equipment. email; cromeo@theiconteam.com to schedule your zoom appointment. 

Current pool hours: 7:15 AM-6:00 PM, excluding inclement weather, during water aerobics classes and private events.  
The pool is currently closed for water aerobics Monday, Wednesday from 10:20-12:30 & Friday from 11:50 AM-1:00 PM 

Schedules are subject to change. Questions regarding classes- fitnessfrontdesk@meadowscc.org  

Effective 11/1/2021 Questions? Call Fitness Center 941-371-6000

Class Name Days 
Start 
Time

Duration Cost How to Pay
Preregistration 

Required 

Zoom/ 
In-

person 
How to Register Instructor

Balance Fr 11:00 25  $ 10.00 
cash to 

instructor
yes- 48hrs 

In 
Person

941-735-0099 Rebecca

Gentle Yoga TH 4:00 60 $12.00
Venmo or 

PayPal
yes -48hrs zoom cheryl@gardenoftheheartyoga.com Cheryl

Mixed Levels 
Yoga

Tu 10:15 60 $12.00
cash to 

instructor
yes- 72hrs 

In  
Person

fitnessfrontdesk@meadowscc.org Nancy

Mixed Levels 
Yoga

Wed 6:00 PM 60 $12.00
cash to 

instructor
yes -72hrs 

In  
Person

fitnessfrontdesk@meadowscc.org Nancy

Golf Yoga M & W 10:00 60 $12.00
cash to 

instructor
yes -48hrs 

In  
Person

fitnessfrontdesk@meadowscc.org Sage

Stretch & Tone Tu 8:30 50 FREE NA yes- 48hrs 
Zoom   
& in 

person 
fitnessfrontdesk@meadowscc.org TBD

Stretch & Tone TH 8:30 50 FREE NA yes -48hrs 
Zoom   
& in 

person 
   fitnessfrontdesk@meadowscc.org Penelope 

Tai Chi
M,W    
& Sa

8:45 60 $7.00
cash to 

instructor
yes -48hrs 

In  
Person

srqmurph1@gmail.com Mike

Water Aerobics M & W 10:30 50 FREE NA yes -72hrs 
In 

Person
fitnessfrontdesk@meadowscc.org Margie

Zumba M 7:00 55 $5.00
cash to 

instructor
yes -48hrs 

Zoom   
& in 

person
fitnessfrontdesk@meadowscc.org Gabrielle

      RENAISSANCE ACCESS FITNESS SCHEDULE

 

Top 1% Sarasota Real Estate Agent

Fernando Viteri PA

Fourteen-Time Winner

FIVE STAR
Best in Client 

Satisfaction Awarded

30-YEAR 
Meadows Resident

Talk to  Fernando  941.400.7676

FOR SALE IN THE HIGHLANDS
4080 Penshurst Park – Luxuriously updated with stunning views   PENDING 

3355 Hadfield Greene – Updated villa with treed pond views   $445K 

3912 Oakley Greene – Panoramic pond and golf course views    $399K 

FOR SALE ELSEWHERE IN THE MEADOWS

5259 Willow Links – Sweeping lake and golf views, updated condo   SOLD! 

FOR SALE IN THE SARASOTA METRO AREA
Racimo Ranches – Ideal live-work country retreat on two tranquil acres $792K 

Esplanade at The Heights – Brand new 4/3 pool home with lake views PENDING 

Indian Beach – Furnished Ruth Richmond Mid-Century Modern   SOLD! 

South Gate – Charming historic home, fabulous location    SOLD! 

Museum Area – Spacious vacant lot ready to be built     SOLD! 

HAPPY AND HEALTHY HOLIDAYS! 

Renaissance Access Fitness Schedule    Effective November 1, 2021 Questions call 941-371-6000
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can about the pet you are going to 
bring into your family. Set aside a 
good amount of time to acclimate 
your new pet to your family. 
This will pay great dividends as 
your new pet matures, has good, 
expected habits, and is healthy for 
its whole life.

Merry Christmas and  
Happy Holidays from the 

Doctors at your  
Bay Road Animal Hospitals!

shortly you will have dozens of 
little mice. You say, “OK, I will 
get two males.” Know that males 
can be aggressive and hurt each 
other. “Well, let’s get a bearded 
dragon to live alone.” Remember 
the proper full-spectrum light and 
feed only the gut fed crickets and 
know the change in diet from the 
young dragon to the more mature 
dragon. And remember to never 
leave a sick dragon alone with a 
healthy cricket, because the cricket 
can eat a nasty hole in the dragon. 

These are only a 
few examples of the 
hundreds of things you 
must know about your 
new pets. This is why 
we recommend that 
you never give pets, 
including dogs and  
cats, for holiday 
presents. Take your 
time to know all you 

 
Exotics are not for Holiday Gift Giving

David J. Smith,VMD—Bay Road Animal Hospitals

We see a great number of 
exotic animals at our 

hospital. These range from the 
common chicken to bearded 
dragons, ferrets, pocket pets 
like gerbils, hamsters, rats, 
and all varieties of exotic birds. 
Each of these pets require a 
specific diet and proper housing 
and environment. If you are 
contemplating the purchase of one 
of these special animals, please 
spend some time to determine the 
best way to provide food and a 
good place to house these animals. 
They are not good presents for 
the holidays. It requires time to 
properly welcome and provide 
for these unique pets. You should 
also know what to expect as these 
animals mature.

A simple pet like a mouse is a 
good example. If you get two 
mice, remember they should not 
be a male and female, or very 
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Just want to give a special shout-
out to the residents of The 

Meadows' Springlake community 
whose condos surround Pond 44, 
also known as Spring Lake. 

They've fully embraced Low 
Maintenance Zones (LMZs) and 
transformed the shoreline of their 
pond into a lush, green, healthy 
border around a very nice body  
of water. 

It wasn't always this way. At one 
time this shoreline was heavily 
eroded and unkempt, with too 
much mowing debris in the pond. 

Kudos to lake management 
company, Sunwest Water 
Management for their part in 
helping to keep this pond healthy 
and very attractive.

Come on, autumn, I'm ready for 
our change of seasons!

Caring Neighboring Springlake Shares 
the Commitment to Eco-Friendly LMZs

Robert E. Hueter—Water and Wildlife Committee

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NO HIDDEN FEES!!! 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD  

REALTY SPECIALISTS 
 IN THE MEADOWS 
3590 17TH STREET 

SARASOTA, FL 34235-8908 
Just up the street corner of 

17th & Beneva 
 

 
 

“OLD FASHIONED SERVICE” 
EXPERIENCED RENTAL SPECIALISTS WHO KNOW 

 “THE MEADOWS” 
SEASONAL RENTALS, ANNUAL RENTALS, AND 

MANAGEMENT SERVICES. CALL THE EXPERTS YOU 
ALREADY KNOW. 

SHIRLEY CUDDY (941) 321-1549 
PAMELA MOTT (941) 504-1573 

***LOOK FOR THE CAR*** 
WE NEED YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY!!!!  

 

 KEN COWLES 
 KEN@KENCOWLES.COM 

(941) 302-4152 
 

BOB COWLES 
BOB@ROBERTCOWLES.COM 

(941) 302-4150 
      “STOP IN FOR OUR QUARTERLY REPORT”

Personalized Gift Baskets 
for Any Occasion

Make your gift giving special, with a  
personalized basket that is as 

unique as that special someone  
you are shopping for. 

708-533-7602  
email auntielizdeco@att.net

Auntie Liz’s
Total Décor

Stop by  
Stephanie King Hair Studio to see  
the array of baskets On Display!

3576 Webber Street, Sarasota
https://stephaniekinghairstudio.com
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Pet Costumes

CASA DE CAMPO GETAWAY WITH 
CLASS A PGA GOLF PROFESSIONAL 
SAGE JOHNSON • MAY 19-26, 2022
Learn more at these upcoming events! 

January 13, 2022 at 5:00pm

Centre Court Lounge and Pool Deck 
2004 Longmeadow Sarasota, FL 34235 • RSVP by Jan. 6, 2022

 
February 10, 2022 at 5:00pm

The Regency Room at the Meadows Club
3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota, FL. 34235 • RSVP by Feb 3, 2022

Must RSVP with Dee Roby to attend. 
650-468-5964 • deeroby@gmail.com

Silvestri Travel LLC • www.SilvestriTravel.com

Florida Seller of Travel #ST39381 | California Seller of Travel #210666-40

®

2021

Peggy.Roberts@cbrealty.com

941.357.7255 | PeggySellsSarasota.com

Who better
to market your home?

I live here.

5-Star Rating

Traditional Service | Progressive Marketing | Unparalleled Results

Peggy Roberts, REALTOR®

Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

boo bash

Howl-o-ween

Sock Hop Rocked

TRUNK OR TREAT
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Sock Hop Rocked

MCA supports our  
surrounding businesses as 

they work hard to get  
back to normal and we

THANK YOU
for supporting our  

Sock Hop event.

CROWN TROPHY 
941-925-7372

STEAK 'N SHAKE 
SARASOTA 

941-378-4405
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Sharing with a Smile of Joy

MCA UGLY SWEATER SIP & SOCIAL
Tuesday, December 2  

4:00-5:30 pm

Meeting new friends and neighbors, join the fun! 
Sign up on the meadowssarasota.org

All Are Welcome 
Saturday 9 am-noon, MCA Lakeside room

Machine and/or hand quilting    Embroidery 
Cross-stitch   Needlepoint    

Knitting    Crocheting

Bring your sewing machine and materials, 
work on your own projects & enjoy the 

group setting.

November 13, 20, 27 
December 4, 11, 18

     (Resume after the Holidays on January 8)

Marge Erazmus-630-698-1041 -Merazmus@sbcgobal.net 
Betty Turner -508-542-1560 --btyboop17@yahoo.com

—

Quilting/Needlework Club 

—

—

MCA Winter 
Wonderland

Holiday Party

MCA Winter 
Wonderland

Holiday Party
December 15 

The Night of Lights  
All Are Welcome 

Join the MCA on  
Monday, December 6 
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm  

For Holiday Fun 

Cookies, Hot Chocolate, Egg Nog, 

Holiday Carols
Please sign up online 

the meadowssarasota.org

The Holidays in Sarasota  
are never white with snow,  
but the Lights are all aglow!

Wednesday, December 15  

5:30 pm - 9 pm

Regency Room at  
The Meadows Country Club.  

Full-service plated dinner  
The Meadows Community Chorus. 

Dance the night away to DJ Tim

Angel Giving Tree 

$25 per person  

Limited seating. Tickets on sale, go to 
the meadowssarasota.org 

Need some help, call 941-377-2300 
 

Cookie Exchange 
Tuesday, December 21 at MCA

2-3:30 pm

Love to bake?   

Want to increase your variety

of cookies this holiday season  

without doing all the work?

Join the MCA cookie exchange  

where we will swap cookies,

enjoy holiday refreshments and  

come together  

for the Holidays.

RSVP Required Call Sue 
941-377-2300
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDCOMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDCOMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Holiday Trash Pick Up
Sarasota County Trash and 

Recyling Schedule for the week 

of 12/20 indicates no changes in 

pick-ups for the holidays.

Happy  Holidays
The MCA Office  will be CLOSED  in observance of Christmas on Thursday, 12/23 & Friday 12/24 and for the New Year's holiday on Thursday 12/30 & Friday 12/31. The public side and library will be open.

HOLIDAY FIREWORKS SHOW 

BENDERSON PARK

Every Saturday through  

December 18 and on December 31. 

Shows start at 9 pm

BEST KEPT 

Holiday Decoration 
Awards

Judging will be

DECEMBER 6-9
Photographs of winning 

displays will begin  
December 10, so please  

turn your decorative display 
lights on by dusk.

Single-family homes and 
Association Entrances are 

eligible.

Winners will receive a  
certificate and a check  

(first place $100 and  
runner-up $50.)

BINGO
Wednesday, December 8, 

6:30-7:30 pm
Register by email to

RSVPBingo@yahoo.com

The Giving Tree

The  
Giving  

Tree will  
be at the MCA 

Holiday Party,  

December 15,  

Regency Room  

5:30-9 pm  to provide 

others an opportunity to 

help those in need and 

help make the holiday 

season merry  

and bright.

See page 18  

for details.
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Most Improved Fall Awards

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
WINNER—4777 Ringwood Meadow, Angus and Mary Reynolds (shown above.)

ASSOCIATIONS

Congratulations to the winners 
of the Most Improved 

Fall Awards.  Each property 
improvement had a visual impact 
that supports The Meadows’ vision 
using the Architectural Review 
process to achieve improvements 
that add to the curb appeal of a 
home, our vibrant community and 
our mission “to preserve property 

values.” The Meadows is a treasure 
with beautiful homes and green 
space, making it a desirable place 
to live. Plan to improve to reflect 
The Meadows high standards. You 
could be eligible to win a Most 
Improved Spring Award in March.                                                   

Lesley Totten, Chairman 
MCA Most Improved Committee

Angus and Mary 
enhanced the beauty of 
their home with pavers, a 
new window in the back 
portion of the house, 
additional planting beds, 
new door and all new 
paint to the exterior. All 
improvements were done 
with an Architechtural 
Review, working in 
collaboration with MCA. 
Well done!

Huntingwood Association embarked 
on a large undertaking with new 
roof replacement, new sidewalk 
sections, and additional landscaping 
around the pool area. New carports 
and garage doors, external painting 
of all the condominiums, repainted 
signs and sealcoating of the parking 
areas and roads were all done. 
Additional parking spaces were also 
added.

WINNER—Huntingwood, Pat Lyons, President 
(Shown above and left.)
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It began in 1989 with a single 
table filled with crafts in an 

upper area of the Dickens Pub. In 
one day, the Meadows Craft Group 
sold enough crafts to donate 
$400 to the Salvation Army and 
on that day a tradition was born. 
Each year since 1989, our good 
neighbors from The Meadows 
have flocked to the Craft Sale to do 
some shopping for the holidays, 
to stock up on greeting cards, 
to replenish housewares, to add 
accents to their home décor, to 
update their look with jewelry  
and accessories and to find a 
perfect gift.  The unwavering 
support of our neighbors, year 
after year, has enabled the Craft 
Group to donate more than 
$50,000 to local charities.

Traditions like this build a 
community and make The 
Meadows more than a collection 
of houses and condos. They don’t 
happen by accident. They need 

A Tradition of Caring
Liz Barnett—Craft Group

a place to begin and to grow. A 
place that we found in the MCA 
Community Building, where each 
Wednesday at 9 we walked into a 
room arranged for our work with 
our crafting tools and supplies 
stored in a convenient closet.   
A group, that we discovered 
through articles in The 
Meadoword, welcomed each 
of us. Skilled crafters, often 
professionals, shared their 
knowledge with those who were 
just beginning to develop their 
skills. We loved making crafts. 
As we made things together, 
friendships blossomed. Together, 
we experienced the joy of creation 
with each new project.  As we 
worked together the bonds of 
community grew; bonds that were 
strengthened because we were 
working for more than ourselves. 

When the pandemic struck, 
things changed, but our tradition 
of caring remained. Thanks to 

the leadership and policies of 
the MCA Board of Directors and 
the MCA professional staff and 
extra work by Tia Calomeris, 
Sue Lytle and the maintenance 
staff, we were able to hold craft 
sales outside. Even though Gigi 
Marlin was unable to attend 
many Craft Group meetings, she 
almost single-handedly made the 
Basket Raffle a success. Some 
local businesses contributed gift 
certificates or merchandise to 
the raffle. We thank Carrabba’s 
Italian Grill, Der Dutchman, 
Detwiler’s Farm Market and The 
Meadows Country Club for their 
contributions. Of course, the 
diligent work of the Craft Group 
members continued.  Some were 
able to attend socially-distanced 
meetings in masks, but others 
worked from home. When you, 
our Meadows neighbors, came 
to the sales and bought crafts, 
baked goods and raffle tickets, we 
achieved success together. Local 

charities were supported. Lives 
were changed. Our community has 
been strengthened. Thank you.

The Craft Group paused for 
a celebratory luncheon on 
November 17th and will be  
taking some time off in December. 
We will be back making crafts at 
the MCA Community Center on 
Wednesday, January 5, from 9 to 
11, and you are welcome to join  
the fun.  

If you can glue,  

we want you.
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Independent Living        |        Assisted Living        |        Memory Care        |        Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

At Aviva, our residents do more than call our  
community home. They live here, with purpose  

and meaning at every turn. Embracing the  
beauty of Sarasota and our 27-acre campus.  

Curating a thriving arts and cultural scene.
And ensuring your peace of mind with loving  

staff in a safe and secure environment —  
upholding the highest COVID safety standards.

Visit us at AvivaSeniorLife.org

1951 N. Honore Ave.   |   Sarasota, FL 34235 
941.377.0781   |   AvivaSeniorLife.org

Assisted Living Facility #8951

The Spirit of Sarasota, Brought Home

The Giving Tree
The spirit of 

giving infuses 
the holiday season, 

encouraging good-
hearted people to share 

with those less fortunate 
than themselves. The true 

impact of the  COVID Pandemic on 
all Americans and businesses across 

the nation is significant and continues 
to be felt, its true measure is yet to be 

determined as we make our way closer to 
"normal." Americans have lost money, jobs 

and homes. Many have lost precious time with 
our loved ones due to the travel restrictions. Our 

families and friends may have fallen on hard times. 
Some who had little to begin with, now have less and 

are working harder every day to make it to tomorrow. 
Most are just trying to cope with the unknown. Those that 

are struggling to meet the financial demands of day-to-day life 
question how they might provide a gift or two for their children on 

Christmas Day. Every child deserves to experience the joy of Christmas 
morning. So with that goal in mind, at the MCA Christmas Party, we will 

have a giving tree to provide you the opportunity to consider others that 
are less fortunate and how we may be able to make their lives a little brighter 

as the holidays approach. A tree decorated with the love of a giving Angel 
Envelope will adorn  the tree. Each Angel will have information to consider when 

purchasing a gift. We have been asked by the charities to not do cash donations. 

Thank you and may your days ahead be merry and bright.
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Terry & Diana 
Proudly Represent 

THE #1 
TOP SELLING OFFICE 
in Sarasota & Manatee

941.539.7608
donosrq@gmail.com

DonovanHayesRealEstateSarasota.com

Today’s housing market is a big win for 
sellers, but these conditions won’t last 

forever. If you’re in a position to sell your 
residence now, why wait any longer?

Give us a call so we can confidentially 
discuss the value of your home.

DONOVAN HAYES GROUP

Let our proven success 
work for you!

“My experience working with Terry and Diana was 
completely different, and so much more positive 
than any other real estate deal I’ve ever done.“

... Deb. W

CALL TODAY
941-371-4139

5401 Palmer Boulevard Sarasota, FL 34232

Custom Window Coverings &  
Custom Draperies

Treatments for Every Room

Silhouette Blinds & Roller Shades

Customized Designs for Your Home

Your Full Service Window Company

VETERANS DAY 
HONORING ALL THOSE THAT SERVED

Thank you Saul Feldman and  
Joe Gleason, Co-Chairs of the 
Veterans Day Committee, for  
bringing us all together to honor 
and celebrate our veterans  and  
to remember those who are no 
longer with us.
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or “Miss” from school included me in 
conversations and general silliness. I 
loved being part of the secret world of 
my faculty!

A new scent entered my space 
suddenly. It was intoxicating. I looked 
up to find the same dark eyes that had 
earlier hypnotized me, now smiling 
directly at me. He held a fistful of 
change and asked me to  
pick out some music. A simple but 
mighty gesture, and an omen of things 
to come.

We chose the music together, and 
the magical scent of the mysterious 
aftershave stayed with me. I was as 
dizzy as a fourteen-year-old!

The following Friday afternoon, I raced 
home after school and changed into 
casual clothes, took care of my dogs, 
Casey and Dewey, and headed for The 
Colonial. This time, I tried my hand at 
darts and a game of pool. Everybody 
was friendly and, for the first time in an 
awfully long time, I was having fun.

A group decided to go to another 
place where there was live music and 
dancing. It was the Disco age, and I 
was not a fan, but once again came 
under some sort of spell and ended 
up in a strip shopping center at a little 
place that was screaming Rock and 
Roll music out into the street. Yay! No 
Disco! Ushered in by my post-teenage 
crush with those dark eyes, it took me 
a while to adjust to the dark. This was a 
dinky, seedy little place. What the heck 
was I doing there?

My question was answered quickly 
when standing became dancing and 
the room jumped up and down. It took 
us a minute to find our rhythm – me 
with my “Glam-Rock” bop to every 

Dancing with Grown-Ups
Melinda Gordan

On a Friday afternoon in the early days 
of spring, anybody driving or walking 
down the street that runs between 
Bensalem’s two middle schools could 
probably have felt the electricity in 
the air and may have wondered for a 
moment if a storm was brewing. There 
was a sparking, jumping, invisible 
web that connected the two buildings, 
the type of electricity usually fueled 
by athletic competition, school spirit 
or anticipation of a holiday. This 
particular Friday, though, it wasn’t the 
kids who were generating the power 
surge, it was the faculty. 

I was the newest member of the Neil A. 
Armstrong Middle School staff, and I 
had no idea how to behave among the 
other faculty who I considered “grown-
ups. I certainly had no idea of what to 
do when one of them showed up at my 
classroom door with what sounded like 
a command rather than an invitation.

“The Colonial. Three thirty.” he said. 

I looked up to see a very handsome 
face above a brown corduroy jacket 
with elbow patches and a stylishly wide 
tie. He was looking at me through dark, 
sparkling eyes and was pointing his 
index finger at me. For a second, I was 
hypnotized. My brain did a quick scan 
of the situation to make sure he wasn’t 
talking to someone else, but since I was 
the only one in the room, I made eye 
contact and I think I may have even 
nodded.

“Everybody’s going,” he said. “Just 
follow the cars out of the lot.” 

And then he was gone.

Those who were lucky enough to have 
a last period prep were already in their 
cars in the parking lots, hoping to beat 

the massive yellow caravan that would 
hit the road at 3:05, carrying some 
1200 sixth, seventh and eighth graders 
to their homes. Others, like me, waited 
until the buses had gone and then 
made their way out into the sunshine 
and the promise of a weekend. 

As I drove the three miles up the 
road, I questioned my sanity. I don’t 
go to bars. I don’t drink. I don’t have 
anything to talk about, and I really 
don’t know what to expect. But before 
I could say “turn around,” my Camaro 
had somehow parked itself and I was 
entering a new world.

The door was squeaky and old. 
Opening it brought bright light into 
the room and let swirls of smoke out. 
The bouquet of beer, cigarettes and 
old lacquered wood carried me inside, 
where I made my way to a seat at the 
far end of the room. An elderly lady 
tending bar brought a napkin and my 
ginger ale, welcoming me with a smile 
and assuring me that she would be 
right there should I need anything, 
including a bowl of her homemade 
soup. Her name was Wanda. I loved 
her immediately.

There was happy chatter everywhere. 
Bragging rights over darts games and 
calls of “next!” for the pool table could 
be heard over the jukebox and the 
clashing of shuffleboard discs on the 
highly polished table. More and more 
people poured into the little place, but 
there was room for all. Spare change 
on the bar was scooped up to fuel the 
music and packs of cigarettes were 
communal. 

Afternoon turned to evening and the 
crowd thinned. I had nowhere to be, so 
I stayed, watching, and maybe learning 
a bit. People that I knew only as “Mr.” 

AMY CHAPMAN GRI, REALTOR®

941.225.1500
AmyChapman@michaelsaunders.com

ChapmanGroupSRQ.com

1605 Main Street | Sarasota, FL 34236

Happy Holidays, from my family to yours!  
May the magic of the season continue to fill your home with warmth.
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beat and he with his Rhythm and Blues 
swagger – but we were both smiling 
and laughing as we found our middle 
just as the song was coming to an end.

We danced all night and every week 
afterward. Without effort, we had 
blended together and bonded over 

our mutual love of music, dancing and 
soon, each other.

Through the years, we’ve navigated 
every imaginable type of dancing – 
even Country Line – and have had 
an enormous amount of fun. Our 
kitchen dance parties eventually grew 

The Meadows, Hub of Sarasota

Dick Plumb, 24 years Full-time 
Resident, Specializing in listing & 
selling homes in “The Meadows”. 
Call Anytime Direct 941-266-2512 
SarasotaHomes@DickPlumb.com  
Horizon Realty International

SALES 
Sales 2021 & 2020

Median Sale Price 
Condominium Sales

Med Condo Sale Price 
House Sales

Med House Sale Price 
For sale on the 31st

Property Pending 
Listing Supply

THE MEADOWS 
↑2021 (20)  2020 (16)

↑$306,450 $177,500 
!2021 (15)  2020 (15)

↑$275,000 $177,000 
↑2021 (05)  2020 (01)

↑$430,000 $256,000 
↓2021 (06)  2020 (24)

↓2021 (24) 2020 (40) 
↓2021 (0.3) 2020(1.5)

SARASOTA COUNTY 
↓2021 (978  ) 2020 (1187)

↑$380,000     $324,000 
↓2021 (296)   2020 (390)

↑$312,800     $254,950 
↓2021 (682)   2020 (797)

↑$410,000     $348,000 
↓2021 (690)   2020 (2085)

↓2021 (1481) 2020 1777) 
↓2021 (0.7)     2020 (1.8)

Resales ending the months of October 2021 and 
October 2020 In The Meadows & Sarasota County 

Call or Email 
me if you 
would like 

more 
detailed 

statistics.

to include our daughter, Manon, and 
an occasional pup or two who just 
happened to be in the room.

The music and the dance continue.
This year we celebrate forty years of 
marriage, and there WILL be dancing, 
I am sure.

On December 8th at 2:00 p.m. 
the Meadows Book Club will 

discuss The Gown: A Novel of the 
Royal Wedding (William Morrow 
Paperbacks 2020) by Jennifer 
Robson.  An historical novel about 
Queen Elizabeth's exquisite wedding 
gown and the women who made 
it.  Beginning in 1947 at the time of 
the gown's creation, the story moves 
to 2016 in Toronto, Canada,  when 
the embroiderer's granddaughter 
discovers the beautiful pieces of 
embroidered fabric that mirror those 
found in the Queen's gown.

 "Besieged by a harsh winter, 
burdened by shortages and rationing, 
the people of post-war Britain are 
suffering despite their nation's recent 
victory. For Ann Hughes and Miriam 
Dassin, embroiderers at the famed 
Mayfair fashion house of Norman 
Hartnell, a glimmer of brightness 
comes in the form of their unlikely 

friendship and being 
chosen for a once-in-a-
lifetime honor: taking 
part in the creation of 
Princess Elizabeth's 
wedding gown for her 
marriage to Prince 
Philip Mountbatten on 
November 20, 1947.

 In 2016, Heather 
Mackenzie seeks to 
unravel the mystery 
of a legacy from her 
late grandmother. 
How did her beloved 
nan, who never spoke of her old 
life in Britain, come to possess the 
priceless embroideries that so closely 
resemble the motifs on the stunning 
gown worn by Queen Elizabeth 
II at her wedding almost seventy 
years before? And what was her 
nan's connection to the celebrated 
textile artist and Holocaust survivor 

Miriam Dassin?" 
(Amazon.com)

Robson provides 
us a drama of 
female friendship 
that survived 
unbearable losses 
caused by war and 
its deprivations, 
while creating 
a garment of 
such meticulous 
beauty. 

 Jennifer Robson 
previously authored bestsellers: 
Somewhere in France (2013), After 
the War is Over (2015), Moonlight 
Over Paris (2016), Goodnight from 
London (2017), Our Darkest Night 
(2021) and several non-fiction books 
on dieting.  Robson holds degrees 
from King’s College at the University 
of Western Ontario, and Saint 

Antony’s College at the University 
of Oxford, where she obtained a 
doctorate in British economic and 
social history. While at Oxford she 
was a Commonwealth Scholar and 
SSHRC Doctoral Fellow.  A former 
editor by profession, and a lifelong 
history geek, she "considers herself 
lucky enough to now call herself a 
full-time writer."   She is currently 
a contributor to the forthcoming 
anthology Fall of Poppies…Stories of 
Love and the Great War. 

 Please join us to discuss this 
captivating historical novel on 
December 8th.  Announcement will 
be made as we approach that date 
as to whether we will meet at the 
MCA or via Zoom.  In the meantime, 
please keep on reading!

Dancing with Grown-Ups 
Continued from page 20

The Gown: A Novel of The Royal Wedding
Geraldine “Jerry” Bernier—The Meadows Book Club December Preview

Book Club Schedule

The Gown: A Novel of the Royal Wedding Jennifer Robson Marianne Magno   December 8, 2021
The Four Winds Kristen Hanna Lois Robinson        January 12, 2022
The Other Einstein Marie Benedick Jerry Bernier       February 9, 2022
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KATHLEEN 
NIEDOSPIAL 
Realtor, GRI

My priority 
is you!

SCAN ME TO SEE 
MY PROPERTIES

SALES & RENTALS
CLAUDETTE KRIJGER 

Realtor

30-Year Meadows Resident 
RENTALS NEEDED!

CELL/TEXT  941-504-2081 
Singh64@verizon.net 

Facials
Results Driven Skincare

Anti Aging | Sun Damage | Acne | Fine Lines
MicrodermAbrasion • AHA Peels • MicroCurrent  

Radio Frequency • MicroNeedling and much More!

3348 17th St., Sarasota, Fl | 941-444-9476
www.sarasotafacials.com 

Jim Skinner
Specializing in 

Citrus Tree Pruning and Planting

40+ Years Experience

126 Garden Lane 
Sarasota, FL 34242

941-685-6382     jimskinner266@gmail.com
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Subscription Rates

The subscription rate for The Meadoword reflects a cost 
due to recent increases in postage, labor, and materials:

USA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2 .00 per month

Canada  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3 .50 per month

Europe   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $6 .25 per month 

Submission Guidelines
Articles and Monthly Columns
We welcome submissions from our 
Meadows residents for publication in  
The Meadoword. Articles should be of 
general interest to the community. 

We copy edit all articles for accuracy, 
content, style, and length and will not 
publish articles that contain offensive 
material or inaccurate information.  
Articles must be received by deadline for 
publication in the following month’s edition. 

All submissions are published at the 
discretion of the editor and the MCA.

THE MEADOWORD
Publisher, MCA: Frances Rippcondi,  
MCA General Manager

Editor/Creative Director: Tia Calomeris

MEADOWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
2004 Longmeadow
Sarasota, Florida 34235
Phone 377-2300 • Fax 377-2248

marketing@meadowsca.com
www.themeadowssarasota.org 

Services & Classifieds continued…

Classified ads cost $25 for up to 40 words. Classified copy must be submitted with payment on or 

before the first Monday of the month prior to publication. If the first Monday falls on a holiday, ads are 

due the previous business day. Please practice due diligence when hiring service providers.

CLASSIFIEDS

MCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jan Lazar, President 
Bob Clark, Vice President 
Fernando Viteri, Treasurer 
Marilyn Maleckas, Secretary 
Amy MacDougall
Tom Pound
Mark Pienkos
Paul Easley 
Susan Gaynor

COMMITTEES 
Assembly of Property Owners 
Mike Mazur, Chair 
Jan Lazar, Liaison

Best Kept 
Jerry Bernier, Chair 
Mark Pienkos, Liaison

Capital Planning and Finance

Marilyn Maleckas, Chair

Communications 
Tia Calomeris, Chair 
Marilyn Maleckas, Liaison

Community Activities and 
Involvement 
Kathy Easley, Chair 
Tom Pound, Liaison

Emergency Preparedness 
Mike Mazur, Chair 
Paul Easley, Liaison

Finance and Budget 
Fernando Viteri, Chair

Garden Club 
Carilyn Reiter, Chair

The Library 
Marilyn Schmal, Chair

Maintenance 
Jo Evans & Mark Pienkos, Co-chairs 
Mark Pienkos, Liaison

Most Improved 
Lesley Totten, Chair

Personnel 
Susan Gaynor, Chair

Standards and Restrictions 
Bob Clark, Chair

Safety 
Amy MacDougall, Chair

Water & Wildlife

Dr. Robert Hueter, Chair 
Amy McDougal, Liaison

HOME WATCH

Home Watch SRQ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-500-5501 
info@homewatchsrq.com 
homewatchsrq.com

HOUSEKEEPING

Susana Cleaning Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-536-6152

LANDSCAPING

Gardens By Allison  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-400-0431 
gbyallison@yahoo.com 
gardensbyallison.com

Victoria’s Garden Landscaping  . . . . . . . . . . . .941-350-2566

MISCELLANEOUS

MDS Carpet and Tile Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-358-6355 
mdscarpet@verizon.net 
mdscarpet.com

MISCELLANEOUS continued 

Rockstar Mobile Hair Salon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .424-333-0713 
rockstarmobilehair@gmail.com  
www.rockstarmobilehairsalon.com

PAINTING

Phil's Painting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-400-1071 
ptaklonis@aol.com

TECH SUPPORT/HELP

David Stoltie–The Patient Trainer . . . . . . . . . .941-404-5585
dave@davidstoltie.com 
thepatienttrainer.com

Pegatronics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-735-3362 
pegatronics@hotmail.com 
pegatronics.com

FOR RENT

For Rent- Furnished Cozy 1BR 1BA 
Condo in Quail Hollow. No Smoking, 
$2,995 Per Month Seasonal Rate 
for Dec-April, 3 Month Minimum.  
Background Checks, Board Approval 
Required  917-326-9364 Owner  

Our fully furnished 3 bedroom 2 
bath villa with golf course views and 
semi-private pool in Chanteclaire 
is available for rent in winter 2022.  
Please call Jeffrey Polster (305) 310-
8317 or Linda Lobo (630) 362-0135 
for information and photos. 

FOR SALE

I am a single retired woman looking 
for a rental in The Meadows, Jan-
March.  Very quiet, non-smoker, no 
pets, and happy to provide local 
references.  I'm relocating from 
Minnesota and also looking to 
purchase.  Thank you. Linda  
612-386-7570 

We are looking for a 1st floor condo. 
Rental time would be for 2022, 
February-March-April if possible. 
Handicap bars in bathroom would 
be nice if possible. Please contact 
John at 920-450-3785 or email 
johnzimmerman1349@att.net 

We Buy & Sell Golf Clubs. Call 
or Text Jason 941-313-2373 
golfclubbuyer99@gmail.com

WANTED TO RENT/BUY

Golf Cart- Club Cart $4,400  Full 
Curtains/Lights/Charger/Horn/
Batteries 2021. Call Harvey  at  
941-302-1240.

B-B-Q "Commercial-Infared-Charbroil" 
with tanks and cover.  Best Offer.  Call 
George@941-341-0196

American Girl Doll clothes for 18" 
dolls. Custom made dresses, pant 
suits, cheerleading and formals. 
$30-$50, call 812-219-6895, EMAIL 
JGMOR1@HOTMAIL.COM

MEADOWORD DEADLINES

The deadline for advertising and article insertions into  

The Meadoword is  

the first Monday, one month prior to the month of insertion.  

The deadline for the January 2022 issue is  

Friday, December 3, due to the holidays.  
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DECEMBER CALENDAR

Dates and times are subject to change. 
Sign up for MCA Constant Contact email updates for the latest on  

activities and events or visit themeadowssarasota.org/mca-events/.
Live the Lifestyle—Play in Your Own Backyard
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DATE TIME ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/MEETINGS

December 1 3 pm Get on your feet balance class-MCA

December 2 4-5:30 pm Ugly Sweater Sip & Social-MCA (AVIVA Sponsor)

December 3 3 PM Get on your feet-MCA

December 5  4 pm Sarasota Jewish Chorale-AVIVA

December 6  3 pm Get on your feet balance class-MCA 
 6:30 -7:30 pm Night of Lights-MCA 
  Best Kept Judging

December 7  Best Kept Judging

December 8  3 pm Get on your feet balance class-MCA 
 6:30-7:30 pm Bingo-MCA 
  Best Kept Judging

December 9 1-3 pm MCA Board Meeting 
  Best Kept Judging

December 13  11 am Get on your feet balance testing and graduation-AVIVA

December 14 1:30 pm  Holidays Around the World-AVIVA

December 15 5:30 -9 pm MCA Winter Wonderland Holiday Party   

December 21 2-3:30 pm MCA Cookie Exchange

CLUBS

Bridge   Wednesdays, 12:30 pm – 4 pm

Duplicate Bridge  Fridays, 12:30 pm – 4 pm

Duplicate Bridge  Saturdays, 1 pm-4 pm

Book Club   2nd Wednesday, 2 pm

Craft Club    Wednesdays, 9 - 11 am

Mah Jongg   Mondays, 9 am – 12 pm

Peaceful Quilting &   Saturdays, 9 am- 12 pm 
Needlepoint Group

Hot Stove League 2nd Tuesday of Every Month

Times, dates and locations are subject to change.


