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The Meadows is named #6 in the 
nation for hottest places to live.
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MCA Staff
The MCA’s management team’s 
role is to implement the board’s 
policies and make the MCA’s 
vision a reality. This team-of-
ten’s hard work is evident as the 
community continues to progress 
in a forward trajectory.  

Starting in 2019 with the onset 
of the Renaissance Plan, the staff 
together with the board, focused 
efforts on, the 17th Street entry 
design, which marked a new 
threshold into the community, 
followed by rebranding The 
Meadows image, enhancing the 
recreational offerings and lifestyle 
with the Renaissance Access Plan.  

With the board’s continual desire 
to improve the community's 
assets, a new Lifestyle and 
Wellness facility was designed, and 
is under construction. Outdoor 
dining has been expanded at the 
Centre Court Lounge, and a dog 
park for residents to socialize has 
been built.  These improvements, 
along with the MCA’s community 
standards enforcement, increased 
communications platforms  
and daily administrative functions, 
keeps the team working hard to  
make The Meadows  relevant in  
the marketplace to support  
property values.

Although each team is responsible  
for a specific operational 
component of The Meadows,   
in order for the MCA to function 
properly,  all components are 
inextricably linked, making 
the success of the community 

The Heart of the Matter
Jan Lazar—MCA Board President
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Our Vision
To be known as a well-maintained, welcoming, 

safe community with up-to-date housing, 
activities and services designed to meet the 

needs of all residents.

Our Mission
To preserve the property values, ambience and 
vitality of our community.

What is at the Heart of The Community?
Vision, Hard Work, Progress & Fun

Frances Rippcondi—MCA General Manager

VISION

The Meadows Community 
Association (MCA) is run 

by a nine-Member Board of 
Directors, ten staff and over a 
hundred volunteers whose focus 
is to make a difference within 
our community.  A committed 
team that has stayed true to The 
Meadows vision− "To be known 
as a well-maintained, welcoming, 
safe community with up-to-date 
housing, activities and services 
designed to meet the needs of all 
residents"− is the driving force 
which has advanced us to where 
we are to date – a vibrant, active 
community, with improvements 
everywhere you look.  

HARD WORK— Volunteers
Every year MCA volunteers spend 
endless amounts of time donating 
their services for the betterment of 
our community. Our volunteers, 
driven by their passion, make a 
positive impact on the community 
by being a part of the MCA’s 
working committees, assisting 
in activities and improving the 
environment.  Having the desire to 
share one’s talent in order to make 
a difference takes a giving heart. 
Studies report that volunteers are 
happier, energetic and feel good 
about themselves when lending 
a helping hand and connecting 
with others.  However, it is the 
MCA who is the beneficiary of a 
wide range of talents from these 
individuals. The MCA appreciates 
and is grateful for our volunteers 
who are steadfast and continue 
to be the force behind making a 
difference in the community.

resentments  create tensions that 
only exacerbate the problems.  We 
must remember that all of us must 
do what we can to make all of our 
lives safer and more able to be 
enjoyed.  

We have undertaken new 
approaches to service delivery, 
adding to outdoor dining, outdoor 
programs, Zoom activities and 
meetings and  doing everything we 
can reasonably do to keep our lives 
and our community functioning 
and with safe fun and activity.  We 
ask that everyone cooperate as the 
height of the season brings many 
more of us in to closer contact 
and on a more frequent basis. We 
thank you for your understanding 
and cooperation.

Also, we are to that time of 
important business for all of us.  
You will be receiving your annual 
assessment notice and your ballot 
for the election of  MCA Board 
members. If you have not received 
this by mid February, 
please contact MCA.  
We know that there are 
postal delivery delays so 
please wait until then to 
call for a replacement 
billing and ballot. Your 
payments are due by 
March 1, and your ballot 
needs to be received by 
the date of the annual 
meeting, which this year will be on 
March 14.  

You will also be receiving, the 
community survey on priorities, 

If you have not received your assessment  

by mid-February, please contact MCA by email:  

mcaaccounting@meadowsca.com

L   et’s get to the heart of the 
matter”,  “ my heart’s not in 

it”, “ it broke my heart”, “s/he’s 
heartless”,  “have you no heart?”, 
and it goes on.  Much in our lives 
is centered on and controlled by 
our hearts rather than our heads 
because, as the saying goes,  “the 
heart wants what the heart wants.” 
We all know these clichés because 
they are also  truisms.  But we 
must deal with what the head 
knows, or should know, are the 
facts in our lives.

As we enter into the third year 
of COVID dominated lives, 
we see more and more of our 
lives dominated by our hearts.  
We miss family and friends, 
we want a return to maskless, 
unrestricted interactions in our 
social and business interactions.  
Unfortunately, the facts have 
made this virtually impossible.  
As I write this, the media are 
reporting record-breaking 
numbers of new cases daily. 
Even if that has subsided  by the 
time you actually read this, we 
are going to continue to face the 
threat of new variants and ongoing 
restrictions and disruptions that 
COVID has spawned.

Here in The Meadows we 
continue to be fortunate enough 
to have many of the activities 
of our daily lives available.  But 
we have still had to install new 
protocols and we have to act 
when flaring new cases cause 
restrictions to be reinstalled.  
The resulting frustrations and 

" It is due to everyone’s contributions  
that The Meadows Renaissance Plan  

continues to progress.  This past  
year the residents shined as they  
submitted over 400 architectural  

applications to enhance the  
exterior of their properties,  

an increase of over  
18% from  
last year.conditional on the  

team’s overall ability  
to work as one.  I am  
proud of the teams' continual 
efforts and applaud each and  
everyone’s contribution to making 
The Meadows a well-known 
community in Sarasota County 
and nationwide.

PROGRESS

Meadows Community 
Lifestyle and Wellness 
Facility

As our capital improvement 
program progresses, so does the 
construction of our new lifestyle 
and wellness facility. In December, 
the foundation was poured and 
soon after the block walls began to 
materialize.  The blocking of the 
walls continued through January, 
as the contractor focused on both 
the exterior and load-bearing 
interior walls. Trusses  
are soon to be delivered and set 
upon the block walls, which will 
further define the look of our new 
community building.   

Centre Court Dining 
Expansion 
Nestled between Centre Court 
Lounge and the pool is the newly 
expanded deck.  This dining area is 
the perfect place to dine under the 
oaks or hold a small private event.  
With COVID still at our heels, we 
welcome the completion of Phase 
II deck expansion, where Meadows' 
residents can dine outdoors, meet 
new friends or attend outdoor events 
hosted by the MCA or Meadows 
Country Club. It is sure 
 to be the ‘hot spot’ of  The Meadows.

To view the weekly construction      
developments and updates, check 

                           out the drone video  
                      on our website under  
                  Community News.

FUN
The Meadows sure knows 
how to have fun and Sue Lytle, 
our Lifestyle Coordinator knows 
how to lead the way.  Recently, the 
MCA hosted our holiday party at the 
newly renovated Regency Room.  
The party was superb, as residents 
enjoyed the fine dining prepared by 
Chef James Wilfong, sweet treats, 
dancing, snow falling and even a 
snowball fight.  

This is just one of Sue’s smashing 
successes and is representative of 
the many fun-filled MCA lifestyle 
events.  Coming up this year, 
you can look forward to lifestyle 
opportunities ramping up with 
socials, music, dances, seminars, 
events and activities.  

It is due to everyone’s contributions 
that The Meadows Renaissance Plan 
continues to progress.  This past 
year the residents shined as they 
submitted over 400 architectural 
applications to enhance the exterior 
of their properties, an increase of 
over 18% from last year.

Whether you are active in a 
committee, serve on the board, 
volunteer in another capacity or 
maintain/improve your property, 
you have assisted in the continued 
success of the Renaissance plan and 
have been a part of the reason why 
so many homebuyers have chosen 
The Meadows.

AMY CHAPMAN GRI, REALTOR®

941.225.1500
AmyChapman@michaelsaunders.com

ChapmanGroupSRQ.com

1605 Main Street | Sarasota, FL 34236

You should be in love with where you live. 
Contact me to sell your current home, then let’s get into the home you deserve.

issues and interests.  This survey 
will update the information 
from three years ago to assist 
the Board in planning for future 
programming, capital needs, 
interests and issues for Board 
consideration.  The Board uses 
this data, and we want to thank 
the survey team which has spent 
a great deal of time working on 
it to assure that we get broad, 
meaningful input from the 
community.

Next month, I will be doing the 
year-end report on what has 
occurred over the past year and 
where we expect to be this year.   

Finally, our hearts go out to the 
many of our community who have 
suffered illness, losses and fear 
due to the rampages of COVID.  
We hope that we are helping to 
make The Meadows a great place 
for you and your family to live.  

Annual assessment . . . due 
by March 1 and your  ballot 
needs to be received by the 
date of the annual meeting, 

which this year will be  
on March 14.
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in six holes in our pool cage. 
Through aggressive trapping and 
the establishment of bait boxes the 
problem was solved but for a time 
it felt like the rats were winning. If 
they are attracted to your property 
there is a chance you will end up 
with one in your attic, and if it dies 
there, your house will smell like a 
poorly maintained lift station for 
about three months.

Now on to a more attractive 
subject, dirty driveways. 
Maintaining your driveway in 
presentable condition is the 
responsibility of every homeowner 
in The Meadows. If your driveway 
is dirty and dingy, it distracts from 
the beauty of your house, your 
neighborhood and the Meadows. 

If your driveway is not the pride of 
the neighborhood there are several 
reasonable solutions. Power 
washing is the best approach to 
cleaning a dirty driveway and 
there are many companies that 
will provide the service for a 
reasonable fee. It is also possible 
to do it yourself by renting a power 

Matters of The Heart- February The Month of Love
With the exception of rats and dirty driveways

Bob Clark—Standards Chair

Lyndhurst Ct HOA
Somerset Condo Assn
Somerset Condo Assn
Papillon Condo Assn
5295 Everwood Run
2928 Heather Bow
4907 Taywater Dell
4967 Taywater Dell
5018 Vivienda Way
5058 Vivienda Way
Hadfield Greene Condo Assn
4606 Arborfield Rd
5187 Everwood Run
2567 Glebe Farm Close
4759 Harvest Bend
5152 Marshfield Ln
2853 Ringwood Meadow
3526 Trebor Ln
3306 Highlands Bridge Rd
Hadfield Greene Condo Assn
3918 Oakley Greene
3440 Highlands Bridge Rd
Hadfield Greene Condo Assn
4801 Greywood Ln
(3) 1903 Dalecroft 

Architectural 
Review

December Approved Applications 

You are probably wondering 
what is the connection 

between rats and dirty driveways. 
Absolutely nothing, but they 
happen to be two topics I have 
been asked to address during this 
month of love and caring.

Apparently, some of our residents 
have been having a problem with 
rats, which are unfortunately a 
common critter in Florida. The 
best way to reduce the number of 
rats around your property is to 
remove the outdoor source of food 
that attracts them. 

Birds are cute and a delight to 
watch, but they are messy eaters 
and drop seeds from a bird feeder 
onto the ground. This results in 
an attractive source of food for 
the rats and draws them to your 
property. If you have fruit trees, 
it is advisable to pick up the fruit 
that falls to the ground,6 because 
the fallen fruit also will attract rats 
to your yard.

We had a mini invasion at our 
house last year which resulted 

Assembly Committee 
Presidents' Council Meets in February

Mike Mazur—Assembly Chair

The January 19, 2022 Assembly 
program provided a wealth of 

information from attorney Scott 
K. Petersen with a focus on Service 
Animal and Emotional Support 
Animal matters.   Association 
officers are being required to 
address these matters with greater 
frequency and this program 
provided information that will 
assist in the proper handling of 
new owner or tenant applicants 
or existing owners who wish to 
include animals that do not fit 
association Rules and Restrictions.  
Federal and state laws may 
overrule Association Rules and 
Regulations and Scott covered 
the key elements to be considered 
before a “yes” or “no” answer is 
provided by a Board.

President Coucil Meeting 
For February 2022, the typical 
Assembly meeting will not be 
held.  On Wednesday, February 
16, 2022 beginning at 10:30 am, 

an association Presidents’ Council 
meeting will be held.  With 
COVID conditions, we expect 
seating to be limited to 35 and 
in-person seating will be provided 
to association presidents.  All 
Assembly Delegates and Alternates 
are invited to participate via 
Zoom.  MCA President Jan Lazar 
will be providing an update on a 
multitude of items happening in 
the community.  In addition, we 
have invited Joe Formella, the 
CEO of Formella Construction, 
the General Contractor for The 
Meadows Community Lifestyle 
& Wellness Facility.  Joe will 
bring you up to date on the 
progress on the construction of 
our newest MCA building and 
share information on some of the 
features being incorporated.  

washer from one of the local 
providers. 

If you receive a post card from 
the Meadows reminding you 
that you have a dirty driveway, 
please respond by taking the 
appropriate action. The next step 
for noncompliance is a referral to 
the fining committee. We do not 
wish to fine residents but would 
much rather they put that money 
to use to make the requested 
improvements to their property.

With the housing market booming, 
we have many new residents 
in The Meadows who were 
attracted here by the quality of our 
community. We want to welcome 
you and assure you that we will 
continue to work to preserve the 
beauty of The Meadows.

As always, many thanks to the 
volunteers and our hard working 
staff who make life here so 
rewarding. The Meadows itself is 
a “Matter of the Heart” for all who 
live here.

Be a member of MHOA. It's only $15 a year or $25 for two years.  
For information, contact the MHOA at meadowshomeownerssarasota@gmail.com

As we hit the height of the season, 
the MHOA Board is planning its 
annual meeting and dinner for 
MHOA members on February 22, 
at the Club. The event will start 
at 5 pm with a cocktail Question 
and Answer segment sponsored 
by the Club. Starting at 6 pm 
will be the meeting (typically 45 
minutes), followed immediately 
by  dinner. We invite all members 
of the MHOA to attend and hear 
updates on what is happening 
regarding issues of concern to the 
single-family homeowners.  This is 
a great opportunity to get to know 
other single-family homeowners 

and to ask questions you might 
have and to give feedback to the 
Board.  You will also be receiving 
an email invitation for dinner  
($30 for members) and a ballot 
to elect new Board members.  
Each year, 1/3 of the Board have 
expiring terms. This year several 
Board members will be retiring 
due to term limits, so we want you 
all to be sure to vote even if you are 
not attending the meeting.  If you 
are a single-family owner who does 
not belong to MHOA, remember 
that MHOA is a VOLUNTARY  
homeowner association which 
acts to give input to the MCA on 

policies and issues of concern 
to the single-family owners and 
recommendations on Board 
candidates for the MCA Board.  
For example, this year MHOA 
President Tom Pound is running 
for re-election to the MCA Board 
and the MHOA Board strongly 
recommends supporting his  
re-election to help assure 
his strong voice with a good 
community wide perspective on 
the Board. You can join for $15 a 
year and come to this year’s annual 
meeting.  See the notice below for 
details on how to join.

Single Family Homeowners  
Give Input to MCA

Michael Cox 

WE’VE 
MOVED!

519 Interstate Crt
Sarasota 34240

Visit us at
sterlingrealtyflorida.com

941-379-5810
800-828-4653     
             (toll free)

We manage over 100 properties in the area

Demand for rentals
and annuals has
never been higher!

Toni James
Member of the Sterling Realty Sales Team

toni@sterlingrealtyflorida.com
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The Meadows  
2022 Vehicle Sticker 
It's important2022

Displaying the sticker on your vehicle helps our Safety Patrol 

identify Meadows residents and legitimate renters who live 

here full-time or are returning to their homes during season. 

It also allows us to identify residents from non-residents 

or solicitors who may not belong in the community. 

Displaying the sticker helps the Safety Patrol identify 

potential trespassers. All residents and renters should place 

the small Meadows sticker on the back left window of their 

vehicle. These 2022 stickers will be in the annual assessment 

mailings. When you receive them in January, please take the 

time to apply the 2022 sticker to your vehicle; doing so helps 

to keep our community safe. 



6 themeadowssarasota.org THE MEADOWORD February  2022  7THE MEADOWORDFebruary  2022

A s we summarize and wrap up 
December’s weather, it’s time to 

get down to the ‘heart of the matter’ 
and consider what Mother Nature 
might have in store for The Meadows 
in the new year.  Will we experience 
year-long record heat again?  Will 
we be spared the wrath of another 
hurricane season?  Based on (1) the 
way 2021 finished – perhaps the 
warmest December on record – and 
(2) the accelerating rate that our 
climate is changing from ’temperate’ 
to ‘tropical’ status, the answer to 
these questions is yes, and no, 
respectively.  Then again, recognizing 
how complex and unpredictable 
the weather can be – who knows.  
Perhaps only time will tell!  

Temperature Analysis:   After a 
one-month respite, the heat returned 
with a vengeance in December.   
In fact, based on preliminary 
data, December 2021 may be the 
warmest ever!  Every day but one 
(30 out of 31) produced daytime 
maximum temperatures above the 
normal for that day.  This statistic 
is unprecedented!  Other possible 
record-breaking temperature 

statistics for December include a 
monthly average temperature of 82 
degrees F (8 degrees above normal), 
seven record-hi-temperature days, 
and two days when the record was 
tied! 

Rainfall Analysis: We are on 
a roll.  For the third consecutive 
month most, if not all, of the month’s 
rainfall was recorded in a one-day 
rain event.  For December, that 
event occurred  
on the 21st, when 100% of the 
month’s total fell. But unlike the 
previous two months when the 
single-day rainfall accounted for 
most of the expected monthly total, 
only half of December’s expectation 
fell.  For this reason, December 

was very dry.  How dry?  Usually, 
there are six rain days in December;  
however, there was just the one day 
this December when it rained.

Total yearly rainfall fell short of the 
average by 2.4 inches, thus making 
2021 the first year since 2015 to 
have a deficit.  For the record, 
the previous five years averaged 
64.8 inches, with 80 inches being 
recorded in 2017 – the wettest year 
on record in Sarasota!  

Monthly temperature and rainfall 
data are presented in the graph.

Send comments and questions about 
this month’s report to: roywys9@
gmail.com.

At The ‘Heart of the Matter’: the 2022 Weather?
Roy Wysnewski — Meadows Weather Analysis: December 2021 Report

Rainfall: 0.95 inches (YTD: 49.23 in.)  
23 yr. November rainfall average: 1.99 in.

Average high temperature: 82 F (normal: 74 F) 
Above normal high-temp. days: 30 
Record high-temperature days: 7

Meadows Rainfall and 
Temperature Data

DECEMBER 
SAFETY 
REPORT

During the month of 
December 2021 there were 
fifteen (15) incident-free days, 
one (1) more than last month. 
There were twenty (20) 
reported incidents, three (3) 
less than last month.  There 
were one hundred seven  
(107) citations issued this 
month, fifty-one (51) less  
than last month.

•  Vandalism:  On Saturday, 
December 11, 2021 in the 
5200 block of Wedgewood 
Lane, the complainant 
stated that someone(s) cut 
her convertible top of her 
2016 Ford Mustang (Fl. 
Tag:  JWM131) during the 
night.  Sheriff’s Department 
arrived and took charge of 
the scene.  Deputy Fowler  
case # 21-102310.

•  Vandalism:  On Saturday,  
December 18, 2021 in 
the 5600 block of Long 
Common Lane, the 
complainant stated that 
someone(s) damaged her 
sunroof of her 2008 Nissan 
Altima.  Deputy Bothast 
case # 21-103965.                                                                      

In the event of an  
emergency, 911.

The non-emergency 
Sarasota County Sheriff’s 

Office number is  
941-316-1201.  

The Meadows Safety 
Patrol  number is  

941-809-0084.

Residents, please be mindful of 
the rules regarding garbage. 
Please see the regulation on 

the MCA website  
themeadowssarasota.org. 

under our Documents section, 
Governing Documents, 

MCA Master Association 
Documents, MCA Basic Rules 

& Regulations.

Thank you.

Independent Living        |        Assisted Living        |        Memory Care        |        Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

At Aviva, our residents do more than call our  
community home. They live here, with purpose  

and meaning at every turn. Embracing the  
beauty of Sarasota and our 27-acre campus.  

Curating a thriving arts and cultural scene.
And ensuring your peace of mind with loving  

staff in a safe and secure environment —  
upholding the highest COVID safety standards.

Visit us at AvivaSeniorLife.org

1951 N. Honore Ave.   |   Sarasota, FL 34235 
941.377.0781   |   AvivaSeniorLife.org

Assisted Living Facility #8951

The Spirit of Sarasota, Brought Home

Rare property 
in a superior 
location

Connie Lyke Brown PA
BROKER-ASSOCIATE, GRI, PMN

C 941.302.1214
O 941.951.6660

ConnieLyke@michaelsaunders.com
ConnieLyke.michaelsaunders.com

3523 TREBOR LANE | Wood Ridge at The Meadows
0.27 Acres | Vacant buildable land | No neighbors and 
pond views | Offered at $425,000 | MLS# A4488191

A rare opportunity to own the only available vacant lot 
within The Meadows. Wood Ridge is a maintenance-free 
community of 9 properties. Lot 9 is in a spectacular 
location sitting at the end of the cul-de-sac with views of 
the pond and the trees. 

To explore the endless possibilities of building  
your dream estate on this property, call Connie 
Lyke Brown, PA, today.

1605 Main Street | Sarasota, FL 34236

Anne Swartz, Preneed Counselor
941-993-0024

Resident of The Meadows 20+ Years

www.internationalcremation.com

• Cremation and Burial 
• Personalized Options
• Zero Interest Payments
• Local & Global Coverage
• Veteran Discounts
• Meadows Resident 

Discounts*

Call Today for a FREE Consultation

$55

 

 

 

            SHIRLEY CUDDY 
         RENTING & SELLING  
            THE MEADOWS 
        FOR OVER 30 YEARS! 
        CELL: (941) 321-1549 

RENTALS NEEDED!!!! 
YOU CAN TRUST ME TO 

MANAGE YOUR PROPERTY! 
I HAVE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
LEASING BOTH ANNUAL AND 

SEASONAL PROPERTIES IN THE 
MEADOWS. 

***CALL ME NOW*** 
I PAY ATTENTION TO THE 

DETAILS MAXIMIZING YOUR 
INVESTMENT AND MINIMIZING  

THE HASSLES. 
941-954-4443 
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Library in Fairfax, Virginia, even 
while she worked as an art therapist.  

Her cadre of volunteers is devoted, 
arriving at 8 each morning to re-
shelve books and label the piles 
donated daily. Because the room 
is so small, the collection must be 
constantly “weeded” to remove  
most books published more than  
six years ago, a heartbreaker for 
those who cherish them. Boxes 
regularly go to the Goodwill and  
the Salvation Army. 

“People are reading more, and 
donating more,” Marilyn said.

During 2020 when everyone was 
isolating, shelves were emptied; 
the puzzles were gone. In April and 
May, when the snowbirds begin 
to depart, the volunteers will be 
deluged again, as people drop off 
books they’ve been holding during 
the season. Then will come the 
painful discard process because 
there is simply not enough room.

“If we had more space we could 
shelve more ‘bestsellers’," volunteer 
Caryl Sciortino said. "And we could 
keep books longer than six years.” 

Still, the committee is beginning to 
build a children’s book collection to 
squeeze into a corner space.

Meanwhile, stop by The Meadows 
Library to find a treasure trove of 
reading without spending a dime.  

The Meadows Library collection 
includes 2,230 fiction, 62 classics, 
200 history, 12 children’s, 400 in bio 
and memoir.  

T ucked away in the back corner 
of The Meadows Community 

Association building is a large 
closet-sized gem of a room known as 
The Meadows Library.   

Who manages it? No, it isn’t Marian, 
the librarian. Remember Meredith 
Willson’s play, “The Music Man”? 
He said, “What can I do, my dear, 
to catch your ear / I love you madly, 
madly Madam Librarian.”

No, although we love her, our 
librarian is Marilyn—as in 
Schmal, Sandleheath resident 
and chair of the group of 16 or 
so volunteers that manage our 
collection of over 3,000 books, 
provided free for the borrowing to 
any Meadows resident.  

Drop by any day between 10 am and 
8 pm, even when the MCA is closed, 
slip down the hall into readers’ 
heaven--select a book or three. You 
don’t need a library card nor will 

you be fined for a late return. Take 
your book(s) and return it entirely 
on your honor.  

The collection is composed entirely 
of donations, ranging from classics 
like Mark Twain’s and a copy of 
“The Three Musketeers” to popular 
authors like David Baldacci and 
Mary Higgins Clark.  Walk between 
the aisles of shelves and grab a 
book by Tolstoy or the biography of 
Teddy Roosevelt.  And over there 
in the corner is an entire section of 
puzzles, ranging from the simple 
ones to a 1,000-piece image of  
Notre Dame.  

Marilyn has been director for three 
years, agreeing to take over after 
the former director quit for health 
reasons.

“I was the youngest,” she laughs, 
then in her seventies.  

Always involved with libraries, she 
started as a volunteer when she was 
in junior high school and eventually 
belonged to the Friends of the 

A Treasure Trove of Reading
Gretchen Cochran

SARASOTA CO., Fla. (WFLA) 
— Real estate brokerage 

service Redfin ranked the hottest 
neighborhoods in the United States 
by how much they’d grown over the 
past year and how hard it is to lock in 
a new house in the area.

Sarasota’s popularity is adding to 
the rapid price increases for new 
homes and house hunters are feeling 
the heat, according to Redfin. Eight 
cities on the list are in Florida, and 
based on data through September 
2021, Sarasota County in Florida is 
home to seven of the top 10 hottest 
neighborhoods in the country.

“The Sarasota area has changed 
radically over the past year,” said 
Redfin real estate agent Eric Auciello. 
“Many of the towns surrounding 
Sarasota are exploding in popularity 
because so many people are getting 
priced out of Sarasota proper or 
moving in from out of state to 
work remotely and take advantage 

of the sunshine, low taxes and 
relative affordability. A lot of the 
neighborhoods house hunters are 
flocking to have historically been 
retirement communities but are 
becoming younger with all of the 
first-time buyers and early retirees 
moving in.”

According to the Redfin ranking, the 
Sarasota metro area was the eighth 
most popular place people wanted 
to move. Their analysis of home 
searchers found that more than two-
thirds of searches in Sarasota’s metro 
came from out-of-towners.

Thanks to Sarasota’s beautiful 
beaches and clear skies, and vacation 
destinations like Siesta Key, median 
sale prices in the Sarasota market 
were up significantly, according to 
Redfin data.

South Sarasota, Florida, had the 
highest heat rating from the study, 
with a median sale price of $434,023, 

a 19% increase compared to the year 
before.

Even the lowest city on the list, which 
had just two areas outside of Florida, 
saw a double-digit median sale price 
growth in its market. That city was 
Fort Myers. The downtown area 
saw a median sale price of $264,328 
per home, but 25% price increases 
compared to the year before.

Redfin said the communities are 
also seeing more popularity due 
to retirement being on the rise in 
the U.S. The 2020 Census reported 
that just under 17% of the U.S. 
was of retirement age. The Florida 
Department of Elder Affairs reported 
that in 2021, there were 4,422,335 
residents ages 65 or older. The state’s 
total population is 21,596,068, 
according to the same report.

Shifting attitudes on what workers 
can do, either working in the office or 
remotely is also having an effect on 

where people try to move.

“Now that remote work is the 
norm for many Americans, the 
most popular neighborhoods are 
in suburbs with natural beauty and 
homes that are more affordable than 
those in major coastal cities like New 
York and San Francisco,” said Redfin 
Chief Economist, Daryl Fairweather. 
“Many of the hottest neighborhoods 
on Redfin’s 2022 list check all three 
boxes and likely won’t stay much 
more affordable for long.”

Here’s the top 10 hottest 
neighborhoods:

1. South Sarasota, FL
2. East Venice, FL
3. Englewood, FL
4. Venice, FL
5. Nokomis, FL
6. The Meadows, FL
7. Chatham, Cape Cod, MA
8. Weston, FL
9. Lake Lure, NC
10. Downtown Fort Myers, FL

Sarasota County Home to 7 of Top 10 hottest
Neighborhoods for 2022

Sam Sachs—News Channel 8 WTTA, Posted: December 16, 2021

SALES & RENTALS
CLAUDETTE KRIJGER 

Realtor

30-Year Meadows Resident 
RENTALS NEEDED!

CELL/TEXT  941-504-2081 
Singh64@verizon.net 

CASA DE CAMPO GETAWAY WITH 
CLASS A PGA GOLF PROFESSIONAL 
SAGE JOHNSON • MAY 19-26, 2022
Learn more at these upcoming events! 

January 13, 2022 at 5:00pm

Centre Court Lounge and Pool Deck 
2004 Longmeadow Sarasota, FL 34235 • RSVP by Jan. 6, 2022

 
February 10, 2022 at 5:00pm

The Regency Room at the Meadows Club
3101 Longmeadow, Sarasota, FL. 34235 • RSVP by Feb 3, 2022

Must RSVP with Dee Roby to attend. 
650-468-5964 • deeroby@gmail.com

Silvestri Travel LLC • www.SilvestriTravel.com

Florida Seller of Travel #ST39381 | California Seller of Travel #210666-40

®

2021

Everywhere we look, the real 
estate news includes a new “Top 
Destination” recognition for 
Sarasota, and that comes as no 
surprise to us.  Recently, we are very 
pleasantly surprised and especially 
proud to see national recognition 
given to The Meadows, Sarasota, 
for taking the 3rd most prominent 
spot in their “2022 Hot Real Estate 
Market” report.  The November 
28, 2021, edition of The New York 
Times published this report which 
heralded The Meadows in Florida 
as the third most popular place 
location in the U.S. to move for 
“Empty-Nesters, Ready to Leave the 
Snow Behind.” Data was gathered 
from thousands of places across 
the country in order to help readers 
decide where to live.  

They then divided their findings into 
four categories: young progressives 
ready to move to a big city;  new 
parents ready to put down roots, 
empty-nesters ready to leave the 
snow behind and conservative 
nature lovers  ready to get away 
from it all.   Factors driving The 

Meadows to such a top spot 
included low crime, access 
to health care, restaurants, 
warm winters and more.   
These factors accompany 
other factors which we have 
come to appreciate in The Meadows, 
including our prime location, large 
expanses of open green space, 
mature trees and vegetation, 
walking trails, our active lifestyle 
and activities and sports choices, as 
well as our low cost of living.  

Additionally, in early December, 
Redfin, the national Real Estate 
firm, published “The Florida Frenzy: 
America’s Hottest Neighborhoods 
in 2022.” Eight out of 10 were in 
Florida, and 7 out of 8 were in the 
greater Sarasota area.  Once again, 
The Meadows rose to national 
prominence and came in as the 6th 
best neighborhood to move to in the 
U.S., citing: “The Meadows is a golf 
community and a great place for 
folks who work,” and Redfin sees a 
lot of early retirees moving to our 
area as well. Details can be found  
on its website, Redfin.com.

Local Realtors are also 
telling us that the new 
demographic now moving 
to The Meadows and greater 
Sarasota is coming not to 
retire but to work here.  The 

pandemic has driven a much higher 
percentage of working professionals 
to our region due to the ability to 
work from home in a great location 
with low taxes, great infrastructure, 
with the amenities of much 
larger cities.  The State’s Realtor 
Association, has picked up on this 
story as well and made the article 
their cover story in their most recent 
edition of Florida Realtor Magazine, 
making all Florida Realtors more 
aware of   
The Meadows as well.

Meadows  condominiums, villas 
and homes are most frequently 
staying on the market typically 
from 1 day to just a few days with 
multiple offers before going under 
contract. Realtors most frequently 
now include The Meadows’ lifestyle 
options in their public information 
about the property being sold.  

Some tout our low HOA fees for 
all the benefits of our community 
offerings and lifestyle compared 
with other local associations.  

Credits go out to you, our 
homeowners and to our 
condominium and homeowners’ 
associations, for maintaining, 
renovating, and remodeling 
your properties.   Recognition 
is also appropriately due MCA 
management, staff and the many 
volunteers who vigorously donate 
their time, talents and energies in 
support of our strategic objective – 
to increase our property values of 
The Meadows and actively partake 
in furthering the progress of the 
Renaissance of The Meadows.   
Kudos to each of you, and thank you 
for your support in these endeavors. 
And on behalf of the MCA Board, we 
say, “Congratulations for a job well 
done, as our collective efforts are 
paying big dividends.” 

Our Collective Efforts Make The Meadows 
One of the Most Sought After Places to Live

Marilyn Maleckas
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Those of us who treasure books 
would covet an entire room 

devoted to our most beloved 
volumes, particularly those devoted 
to our child within.  But Lesley 
Totten, a Sandleheath resident, 
has done just that, dedicating an 
entire bedroom in her villa to her 
collection of children’s books.

There is no bed there. Instead, there 
is her father’s refinished bookcase, 
filled with 161 books written and 
illustrated for little ones, two large 
overstuffed easy chairs, saying 
“Come curl up here,” and a circular 
footstool big enough for an array  
of “wild things” and unicorns 
sprinkled with snowflakes and 
Raggedy Ann dolls. 

The oldest book in her collection 
is “Rock Me to Sleep, Mother” 
published in 1882 that was her 
grandmother’s. The binding is 
frayed, the pages are beginning to 
brown, and it smells of old paper 
and glue. Tenderly, she turns the 
pages, revealing engraved drawings 
of mother and child and a heart-
rending poem seeking the comfort 
of early youth.

She remembers being read to at 
bedtime as a child and making 
every Saturday treks to the library 
and the bookmobile.  Of course, she 
gathered stickers from the library’s 
reading program. Later, children’s 
literature classes were part of her 
education degree before she set off 
to teach first and second graders. 
Every afternoon she read the 
children stories with as much drama 
as she could muster, and then they 
would talk.“First graders have great 
insight,” she said.

 She taught for six years, then 
moved on to marketing and 

eventually, management for Jewel 
Companies, Inc. But she never lost 
her affection for the likes of A. A. 
Milne’s “Winnie the Pooh” and pop-
up books like “The Wizard of Oz” by 
Robert Sobuda.  

Lesley leans toward award-
winning books such, as recipients 
of Newbery Awards for text and 
Caldecott Awards for outstanding 
illustrations, both given by divisions 
of the American Library Association. 

Her picture book, “Snowflake 
Bentley,” by Jacqueline Briggs 
Martin, exemplifies her collecting 
parameters:  it is a true story about 
Wilson Bentley, who discovered that 
no two snowflakes are alike, and it 
is artfully illustrated in wood cuts by 
Mary Azarian. 

"A child’s book should teach values 
like kindness and sharing, she 
said, such as “Frog and Toad Are 
Friends.”  She particularly likes 
stories about family life, religion, 
holidays and patriotism, like “100 
Facts About the U.S.” A book 
should stimulate creativity and 
imagination, like “Where the Wild 
Things Are” by Maurice Sendak 
about a boy sent to his bedroom 
for bad behavior who retreats into 
another world. 

Other dependable sources are the 
Florida Publisher’s Association, 
which gave “Turtle Tales” a 
President’s Award, and “The Sea, 
the Storm and the Mangrove 
Tangle,” capturing our unique 
Florida environment.

Lesley pulls some books out for 
holidays, like “The Christmas Tree 
Ship” by Rochelle Pennington. It is 
a true story about a regular voyage 
from upper Michigan to Chicago.

Which book is her favorite? She 
could never pick just one, Lesley 
said. Each book represents a part of 
her, capturing the many facets of her 
own life, tucked away in her reading 
room right here in The Meadows. 

Imagine a Home Library Where 
Winnie the Pooh Lives

Gretchen Cochran

YOU MAY BE
SURPRISED BY

WHAT YOUR HOME
IS WORTH!

941.539.7608
donosrq@gmail.com

DonovanHayesRealEstateSarasota.com

Today’s housing market is a big win for 
sellers, but these conditions won’t last 

forever. If you’re in a position to sell your 
residence now, why wait any longer?

Give us a call so we can confidentially 
discuss the value of your home.

DONOVAN HAYES GROUP

Let our proven success 
work for you!

“Diana & Terry were kind, efficient, and successful 
in their efforts to sell my Meadows home.  They 
answered every question I had and went the extra 
mile to make the process effortless, stressless, and 
did it in a timely manner.  We got a great price at 
the right time for my situation.  I would recommend 
them without question.”   -Jacqueline Workman CALL TODAY

941-371-4139
5401 Palmer Boulevard Sarasota, FL 34232

Custom Window Coverings &  
Custom Draperies

Treatments for Every Room

Silhouette Blinds & Roller Shades

Customized Designs for Your Home

Your Full Service Window Company

JUDGING: March 1-2

MOST IMPROVED
2022 SPRING AWARDS

TO BE ELIGIBLE
Submit an  

Architectural Review  
to be nominated

Your submission should  
reflect The Meadows  

high standards of curb appeal

Homes and Associations  
are eligible

PLAN TO IMPROVE

For New Improvements

The most improved winners  
will receive  

a check for $250 and  
have their property  

featured in The Meadoword.
Lesley Totten, Chair

FARMERS 
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Like any plan, it starts with  
a strong foundation,  

developed from the input  
of our Community Survey. 

Built with care on  
a mission and vision . . .

for our future.

The Meadows Community Lifestyle  
and Wellness Facility
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Happier Pup, Happier Parents.
David J. Smith—Bay Road Animal Hospitals

Bring the pup back in to 
feed and then take him back 
outside to eliminate again. 
Repeat taking outside, 
feeding, and then taking out 
again at dinnertime. 

You can take the puppy 
outside several times 
during the day to anticipate 
eliminations. 

Accidents WILL happen, 
so if you notice the puppy 
eliminating in front of you, 
say “NO,” and take him 
outside, at which time praise 
should be given at any urine 
or stool production. 

Do not allow the pup to 
watch you clean because 
they follow you as leader of 
the pack. If they see you over 
a spot that smells like urine 
or stool, they may get the 
wrong message.

If you do not catch the 
urinating or defecating 
within 30 seconds, no 
reprimands will be effective. 
Cleaning is all you can do. 
You must remove all smells, 
so use a cleaner with an 
enzymatic deodorizer. Tile or 
wood floors are easy to clean 
but carpets will require more 
work to completely remove 
any smell that would attract 
the pup back to that spot.

Look for a signal that the 
pup uses to get you to open 
the door to go outside. 
You may use that cue for 
an elimination signal. You 
could try training the pup to 
ring a bell hung by the door 
to go outside. 

Don’t become disappointed 
if the puppy is not trained 
within two or three months. 
It may be six or seven 
months of consistent 
training before the puppy 
is 95-98% trained. Even 
at that level, puppies can 
forget, get caught short, 
and have an accident.

House training is the most 
basic of training needs, so 
get started. And if things 
are not going well, please 
call us (941.366.2275 or 
941.378.1236) for more 
housebreaking tips.

Puppy training should start 
immediately upon adopting a 

puppy. That means getting started 
as early as 8 weeks. We have 
learned that training the basics 
early will lead to a happier pup 
and happier parents. 

House training

Try getting the pup to spend 
the night in a crate covered at 
one end with towels to mimic 
a cave. This is what a puppy 
would look for to sleep in 
outside. For the first few nights, 
you may need to turn on a TV 
or radio or place the crate in 
your bedroom. If the pup sleeps 
and then wakes up, take him or 
her outside to try going to the 
bathroom. This may continue 
for several weeks.

When you awaken in the 
morning, go to the crate and 
carry the puppy outside to the 
spot you have chosen for the 
pup to eliminate. Always use 
the same spot so the puppy will 
become familiar with the area 
and will know why he’s there. 

Peggy.Roberts@cbrealty.com

941.357.7255 | PeggySellsSarasota.com

Who better
to market your home?

I live here.

5-Star Rating

Traditional Service | Progressive Marketing | Unparalleled Results

Peggy Roberts, REALTOR®

Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

Register your furry family member at MCA. Call Sue to make an appointment 941-377-2300. 

All dogs must be registered with proper vaccination records recorded at the MCA before entry 

into Canine Commons Dog Park.

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDCOMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDCOMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Cornhole Anyone?
Every Thursday 3-4:30 pm

Anybody can play, only rule is you must  
wipe off the equipment for your  

fellow residents after play.
Email  Susan Weisse 

cbweisse@yahoo.com

FREE SCREENING CLINIC

Friday, February 18

9 AM-11 AM

Call Adept Audiology to sign up

941-312-4781

HOT STOVE LEAGUE

We meet. We Talk sports.  

We have fun!

Tuesday, February 8, 9:00 am  

MCA patio. New members are 

always welcome.  

Contact: Mark Pienkos 

262-325-8039

OTE
Sarasota County 

Elections
Precinct 121 at MCA

March 8
Polls open 7 am-7 pm

See sample ballot & explanations 

of  the issues on MCA website 

News & Resources page. Go to 

drop down Community News.

February 24—8 AM-5 PM
Major insurance accepted,  including Medicaid and Medicare.
To make an appointment call 
941-444-0011

1

2

3

4

5 8

96
BLOOD DRIVE

Thursday, February 17 

8 am-2 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME

See Luxury Travel 
Event on page 17

Learn from travel 
experts about travel 

insurance, fun 
opportunities and 

socialize with others 
that have the same 
passion for travel.

Free Admission 
Wednesday  
February 16 

4-7:30 pm 
Meadows Country 

Club

Wednesday, February 2
MCA Lakeside 

6:30 pm-7:30 pm 
$5 per person exact change

Registration Required
Email: RSVPBingo@yahoo.com

7
10

It's not only our residents  

who are making new 

friends, Colleen Quinn's  

cat Hairy is too.

Photo by Colleen Quinn.
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MCA Events Have Heart & Soul

Bird Walks Are Back 
Learn about the birds  in The Meadows.  

Walks are led by Jeanne Dubi.  
No reservations required.  

Bring binoculars.

Thursday, Feb 10, 8:30 am
Meet at TMCC parking lot off Longmeadow.

Tuesday, March 10, 8:30 am
Meet at southwestern corner of  
The Meadows shopping village  

overlooking the lake.

at MCA 
Friday, MARCH 18  
6:00-8:00 pm
Sign up on-line at the 

meadowssarasota.com 

Don't miss this one.

Space is limited,  

but the fun won't be.

Food & Beverages, 

DJ Entertainment Spinning  

the Best of Motown Hits

$15.00 per person

Who will command the  

R.E.S.P.E.C.T. 

on the Dance Floor . . .  

EXPERIENCE THE 

MAGIC OF 
MOTOWN 

Make your reservations online today. themeadowssarasota.org/lifestyles 
or call Sue 941-377-2300. Space is limited.

make changes on the fly. I put an 
order together recently, and by the 
time I placed the order, most of the 
products were no longer available."

Being detail oriented and managing 
multiple dining facilities during this 
time of COVID keeps him busy. 
Wilfong says that he has never seen 
anything like these staffing conditions 
in his 31 years working in kitchens 
around the country. Getting and 
retaining staff, which is common in 
the Food and Beverage industry, and 
today many other industries, but 
perhaps more acutely felt in the food 
industry. Everything changes daily. “I 
would encourage all of our diners to 
let the staff know they are appreciated. 
I don’t see the employment challenge 
ending very soon.”

As we move into 2022, Wilfong's 
goals are to create great meals and 
memorable times across the Club. 
He is humble about his journey in 
the culinary field and passionate 
about encouraging his staff, bringing 
out the best in his team, mentoring, 
and seeing them succeed, as he was 
mentored in his early days.

As the New Year begins, Chef 
James Wilfong stands at the 

helm of the dining facilities at The 
Meadows Country Club. Faced 
with challenges that it presents, 
he remains optimistic about our 
future. Wilfong faces each challenge 
graciously and with a sense of 
humor.

Chef James started his culinary 
journey as a teenager in Rehoboth, 
Delaware, working at a local pizza 
restaurant with a chef/mentor who 
had an eye for hard workers and 
talent, and saw an opportunity 
to mentor the teenager. Of his 
mentor, Wilfong says, "I admired 
his attention to old-school detail, 
and he brought his book in to teach 
a 16-year-old sous chef; he was very 
patient."

"I always wanted to travel and 
move around the country, studying 
cultural cuisine, as so much food 
is rooted in the local culture and 
seasons," said Wilfong. Like many 
young chefs, he traveled across the 
country to soak in the many regions' 
culinary and cultural experiences.

During his early 
culinary journey, 
Wilfong noticed 
most of the 
produce came 
from California, 
which led him 
on a quest to get 
close up with the 
food sources. He 
moved around the 
country to Santa 
Cruz, California, 
to get closer to the growing fields. 
Wanting to learn and expand his 
culinary skills, Wilfong moved on to 
Seattle to absorb all he could from 
the progressive culinary scene in 
the northwest. Chef said his thirst 
for knowledge continued when he 
returned to California, where he met 
his wife. They moved to Kentucky 
and started an 88-acre farm and 
sourced "field to table." Returning 
to the kitchen after the arrival of 
his two children, he worked at the 
iconic Churchill Downs, home of 
the Kentucky Derby. "We sold our 
farm and moved to Maui, Hawaii. 
I was the executive chef of a great 
island gem for four and a half years 

before returning 
to the mainland 
and deciding on 
Florida as our 
place of residence. 
With our kids in 
school and sports, 
I look forward to 
interacting with 
our members 
for many years 
to come," says 
Wilfong.

Wilfong brings a vision of a 
balanced cuisine to The Meadows 
Country Club. Working with the 
food based on the culture of the 
South Coast of Florida and the 
varying palates of our members 
from around the globe, there are so 
many opportunities. He offers the 
best balance of healthy and seasonal 
food choices, creating a new menu 
each quarter with seasonal variety 
and what may be available at that 
time. The supply chain has been 
one of his biggest challenges this 
year. "If the vendor no longer has 
a product or priced too high for 
what is reasonable, we need to 

Welcome Chef James Wilfong
Suzanne Giddings

844-768-2799

 Wednesday,

Feb. 16, 2022 

 

4 - 7:30 p.m.

 

The Meadows

Country Club

Free 

Admission

Scan to Register

or email

Roz@BookThatEscape.com

Meet and hear from Travel Experts 

 Speakers  *  Refreshements 

 Personal Travel Consultations

Speaking schedule and more info at

www.BookThatEscape.com/SRQLuxuryTravel

Bay Road  
Animal  

Hospital 
East  

  AAHA Accredited          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      PRACTICE HOURS: 
        Monday – Friday: 
       7:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
      Saturday & Sunday: 
               CLOSED 

Beautiful new 
location on the  

corner of 
17th Street &  

Honore Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5292 17th Street 
Sarasota, FL 34235 

941.378.1236 
 

 

 
 

New clients and  
patients are always  
welcome (including 

dogs, cats, birds, and 
exotics) 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicole Tisdale, DVM 

 

 

 

MINDFUL 
AWARENESS  

Leading a Flourishing Life

Monday, February 21 & 28

6 PM-7 PM at MCA 

To register, email 

lynnelockie@gmail.com

That's Amoré  MCA  
Outdoor Valentine's Day Party

Monday, February 14 —1:00-2:30 pm
Heart Shape Pizza 

Beverages & Dessert 
Entertainment

$10.00 per person

 

Saturday, March 26  
8:00 am – 1:00 pm

TO SIGN UP CALL 941-377-2300

The End of Driveway  

MEADOWS GARAGE SALE

Meadows single-family homeowners, villas and 
condos may have a garage sale at the end of 
their driveway during the specified hours, for 

this event. Condo association Presidents/Board 
Members are responsible for designating an 

area at their condos for owners to set up.  
Participants should check with your condo or 

HOA presidents or property managers  
to confirm if they are choosing to participate 

BEFORE signing up with MCA.

Sign up by March 18 to be included on 
the garage sale map

Jewelry • Cards • Handcrafted Unique 
Specialty items • Magnets

AND

Baked goods that are sure to  
put a smile on your face.

DON'T MISS IT,  
MARK YOUR CALENDAR.

CRAFT & BAKE 
SALE
at MCA 

Saturday March 26,  9am–2 pm

Prize Winning 
Jazz Trumpeter  

Luca Stine & His New 
Crosscurrent Quartet

Special Performance 
Under the Oaks at 

The Meadows

Friday, February 18  
2-3 pm

Sign Up Online at  
themeadowssarasota.org
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Creativity –it’s at the heart of the Craft Group  
Sharing new ideas and beginning new projects. 

Liz Barnett

Grand Opening 
A Convenience Store in the Meadows Shopping Village 

Fidela’s 
GIFTS, NECESSITIES 

& 
GENERAL STORE 

Open 10am - 6pm
7 Days A Week
(941) 877 - 4524

Milk
Eggs 
Water 
Ice
Bread 
Coffee
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Candy
Chips
Soda
& 
Many Other 
Groceries

Many Items from 
Local Crafters, 
Local Artists, 
Local Vendors, 
Specialty Gifts, 

Local Honey from 
Sarasota Honey 
Co,  Local Jams, 
Dressings & BBQ 
Sauces, Fresh 
Baked Cookies,  
and other tasty 
treatsClothing, Dog & Cat Treats, 

Candles, Natural Soaps,  
Sunglasses, Jewelry, Hats, Hip 
Clips, Beach, Pool & Fishing 
Accessories Valentine's Day Sale

Free Box of Candy with purchase of gift & Card

4921 Ringwood Meadows, Sarasota

Wednesday is Senior Discount Day 10% Off

A New Gift Shop & General Store
in The Meadows Shopping Center

Stop by and say hi to Meadows residents Jeanette and Dean Miller, owners of the new Fidela's Gift Shop and General Store.  You will find a 
variety of treasures: from unique art from local artists, local honey jams, BBQ sauces and cookies, to ladies clothing. Oh, and of course, their 

special brew of bug spray called Pesky. The shop was named after Jeanette's mom, Fidela.  It's cool, it's fun and convenient. 

Butterflies look ready to burst 
from our cards, lifting their 

wings as if to take flight. They’re 
powered by one of our new 
imaginative techniques to create 
three-dimensional embellishments 
for the cards we create. We’re 
having fun with mixed media--- 
flirty skirts in taffeta plaids or pink 

tulle blossom above sketches of 
high-heeled legs; a cute cartoon 
cat stretches out in a beach chair 
courtesy of a print fabric that we 
added to the card in a multi-step 
process. The mosaic designs of our 
popular Iris-fold cards have been 
joined by new folding designs. 
Different shapes of cards with 

recessed panels, center panels and 
side-step cards highlight designs 
in striking ways.  These cards are 
just what we all need to stay in 
touch with friends and to celebrate 
the milestones in their lives.

We’ve fallen in love with 
decoupage again, but it’s 
decoupage done with new 
techniques that let us meld designs 
to shells, to plastic, to glass, to all 
kinds of curves and angles. We 
dress it up with outlines of gold 
glitter to embellish empty wine 
bottles that we fill with tiny LED 
lights. This month we’ll begin 
to transform clear glass balls by 
adding decoupaged Christmas 
designs. 

We’re learning to etch designs 
on glass. And that’s just the 
beginning. New projects are ready 
to go and more will be developed 
throughout the year. Pinecones 
will become fanciful owls. Jewelry 
makers just added a new style of 
bracelet to their latest creations. 

Sewers, crocheters and knitters are 
all busy with new designs. There 
is something for everyone to do, 
with challenges for experts and 
simpler tasks for novices. Working 
together builds friendships 
and making something 
provides a sense of 
accomplishment. But that 
is not all.

The real heart of the 
Craft Group is more than 
the crafts, fun, chatter 
and laughter we share. 
We’re not doing this just 
for ourselves. All our 
crafts will be sold and the 
proceeds will be donated 
to local charities. Lives 
will be changed and 
our community will be 
strengthened. By building our 
skills and sharing our talents to 
help others, we cultivate a sense 
of purpose in life. It’s a good 
reason to get out of bed in the 
morning to get to the Craft Group 
by 9 am every Wednesday. We 

Top 1% Sarasota Real Estate Agent

Fernando Viteri PA

Fourteen-Time Winner

FIVE STAR
Best in Client 

Satisfaction Awarded

30-YEAR 
Meadows Resident

Talk to  Fernando  941.400.7676

FOR SALE IN THE HIGHLANDS
4080 Penshurst Park – Luxuriously updated with stunning views  SOLD! 
3355 Hadfield Greene – Updated villa with treed pond views   PENDING 
3912 Oakley Greene – Panoramic pond and golf course views   PENDING 

FOR SALE ELSEWHERE IN THE MEADOWS
5635 Pipers Waite - Gorgeously updated with pond and golf views  $539K 
4749 Greencroft Rd - Stunning lake and distant golf views    PENDING 
4523 Long Common Ln – Easy-living in this 2/2 plus Den    PENDING 
3155 Windrush Bourne – Upgraded villa with tranquil pond views  PENDING 
2405 Crispin Ct – 2/2 fixer-upper with high ceilings     PENDING 

FOR SALE IN THE SARASOTA METRO AREA
Racimo Ranches – Ideal country retreat on two tranquil acres  SOLD! 
Downtown – Mid-century triplex minutes to it all     SOLD! 
Downtown – Walkable lifestyle to everything Sarasota has to offer  PENDING 
South Gate - Unaltered mid-century ranch on a quarter-acre lot  $439K 

May you find peace in your heart. 

May you have health and much 
happiness, but most of all joy. 

May you take time for quiet 
moments of reflection for the 
many blessing in your life.

May you share hope and love  in 
your daily walk.

May you slow your hectic pace 
and be in the moment of your life.

May you walk and discover the 
simple wonders of nature and 

appreciate their beauty and 
healing presence.

May you find the success of living 
with contentment for whatever 
their circumstances present.

May you boldly reach for your 
dreams and encourage others  in 
achieving their dreams.

May you reach out to those 
less fortunate and share simple 
pleasures of goodwill.

May you find the strength to forgive 
those you have ill will towards.

May you have a friend to share 
your burden of life’s challenges.

May you be a friend to someone 
and discover their needs instead 
of yours.

May you change and grow in 
character.

May you prosper in small 
gestures of kindness.

May you have a very Happy New 
Year!

As the New Year 2022 begins to unfold . . . 
Lesley Totten

would love to have you join us at 
the MCA Community Building on 
Wednesdays from 9 to 11.  
If you can glue, we want you. 

During the January 13, MCA Board 
of Directors meeting, proceeds from 
all of the Craft Group Sales  were 
presented to local charities. See 
January 2022 Meadoword issue 
page 19, for charity details.
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The Meadows, Hub of Sarasota

Dick Plumb, 24 years Full-time 
Resident, Specializing in listing & 
selling homes in “The Meadows”. 
Call Anytime Direct 941-266-2512 
SarasotaHomes@DickPlumb.com  
Horizon Realty International

SALES 
Sales 2021 & 2020

Median Sale Price 
Condominium Sales

Med Condo Sale Price 
House Sales

Med House Sale Price 
For sale on the 31st

Property Pending 
Listing Supply

THE MEADOWS 
↑2021 (22)  2020 (17)

↑$322,950 $210,000 
↑2021 (21)  2020 (15)

↑$296,000 $195,000 
↓2021 (01)  2020 (02)

↑$662,000 $457,000 
↓2021 (05)  2020 (33)

↓2021 (20) 2020 (26) 
↓2021 (0.2) 2020(1.9)

SARASOTA COUNTY 
↓2021 (1082  ) 2020 (1340)

↑$410,000     $315,000 
↓2021 (369)   2020 (465)

↑$355,000     $265,000 
↓2021 (713)   2020 (875)

↑$431,000     $335,000 
↓2021 (553)   2020 (1673)

↓2021 (1140) 2020 1439) 
↓2021 (0.5)     2020 (1.3)

Resales ending the months of December 2021 and 
December 2020 In The Meadows & Sarasota County 

Call or Email 
me if you 
would like 

more 
detailed 

statistics.

O n February 9th The Meadows 
Book Club will discuss 

author Marie Benedict’s historical 
fiction novel, The Other Einstein 
(Sourcebook 2017) about Mitza 
Maric Einstein, first wife of Albert 
Einstein and the mother of his 
children. Not surprisingly, theirs 
was a unique marriage for the 
time: two brilliant physicists with 
equally strong personalities, each 
vying for recognition of his or  
her work. 

“The Other Einstein introduces 
us to a brilliant, fascinating 
woman whose light was lost in 
Einstein's enormous shadow. This 
novel resurrects Einstein's wife, 
a brilliant physicist in her own 
right, whose contribution to the 
special theory of relativity is hotly 
debated. Was she simply Einstein's 
sounding board, an assistant 
performing complex mathematical 

equations? Or did 
she contribute 
something more?

“Mitza Maric 
had always been 
a little different 
from other girls. 
Most twenty-
year-olds were 
wives by then, not 
studying physics 
at an elite Zurich 
university with 
only male students 
trying to outdo 
her clever calculations. But Mitza 
is smart enough to know that, for 
her, math is an easier path than 
marriage. Then fellow student 
Albert Einstein takes an interest in 
her, and the world turns sideways. 
Theirs becomes a partnership of 
the mind and of the heart, but 
there might not be room for more 

than one genius 
in a marriage.”  
(Goodreads)

"The Other 
Einstein takes 
you into Mileva's 
heart, mind, and 
study as she tries 
to forge a place 
for herself in a 
scientific world 
dominated by 
men."―Bustle

Heather Benedict 
Terrell is an American novelist 
who writes some of her novels 
as Marie Benedict.  She is a 
lawyer with more than ten years’ 
experience as a litigator at two of 
the country’s premier law firms 
and for Fortune 500 companies. 
She is a magna cum laude 
graduate of Boston College with 

a focus in history and art history 
and a cum laude graduate of the 
Boston University School of Law. 
She lives in Pittsburgh with her 
family. She has been nominated 
for Goodreads Choice Award for 
Best Historical Fiction.

Other Bestselling Historical 
Fiction from Marie Benedict: The 
Mystery of Mrs. Christie,

The Only Woman in the Room, 
Lady Clementine and Carnegie's 
Maid. 

Please join us on February 9th 
at 2:00 pm at the MCA when we 
discuss this book.  Participation is 
limited to 20 and we ask that you 
RSVP your intention to attend to 
Meadowsbookclub@gmail.com.  
In the meantime, please keep  
on reading!

The Other Einstein
Geraldine “Jerry” Bernier—The Meadows Book Club February Preview

Sure, there is Valentine’s Day, but is one day really enough to celebrate love. My husband thought there should be 
Valentine’s Week, complete with daily gifts to celebrate our courtship and the five decades of our marriage. The 
gifts started small, the kinds of things he could have afforded during the early years. A card appeared on day 1, then 
breakfast in bed, candy on day 3, a movie on day 4, flowers on day 5, followed by an evening of dinner and dancing, 
and culminating on day 7 with a surprise gift that symbolized what lay ahead. 

Although a week of valentines may be too much for some, we have a unique opportunity this year. February 22, 
2022 falls on a Tuesday. Let’s change 2-22-22 from Tuesday to Two’s Day.  You could make that a day to celebrate 
a person who holds a special place in your heart and to recognize how life has been better when the two of you did 
things together.

Judith Ristow provides us with such a celebration in “Dance With Me.”                                               

My husband, Ed, loved to 
dance, and he also loved the 

music of big bands.  For our very 
first date, he took me to a dance at 
the Mary E. Sawyer Auditorium in 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, where we 
danced to the band of Stan Kenton 
playing smooth-jazz dance songs. 
While this was a very impressive 
first date, and I had a good time, 
I can’t say on that night that Ed 
swept me off of my feet.  I was on 
the rebound from another guy 
who had recently dumped me. Ed 
and I were both sophomores at 
the University of Wisconsin, La 
Crosse, then known as La Crosse 
State College.  It took many more 
dates and dances before I fell in 
love with him.  We were married a 
month before graduation in 1962.  

The next several decades were 
filled with our busy careers and 
raising three children. All too 
soon, we were emptying our nest 
as the children left for college. We 
had little time left to go to dances, 
but we still loved dancing.  For 
our 25th wedding anniversary in 
April 1987, we decided to visit the 
attendants from our wedding who 
lived in Dale City, Virginia, near 
Washington, D.C. We were invited 
to stay for a week.  Our best man 
had a high-up government job in 
D.C., and as a special surprise we 
went to the Officers’ Club on the 
Quantico Marine Base for a dance 
on the Saturday night of our visit.  
During that night, the Quantico 

Marine Band Corps played “The 
Anniversary Waltz” just for us. I 
remember the profound sounds 
from those shiny horns and the 
lyrics of the third verse: “May this 
be the answer to our future years, 
through millions of smiles and a 
few little tears.” 

As the years went on and career 
obligations increased, our dance 
days seemed over.  However, 
when I saw the movie “Scent of a 
Woman,” with Al Pacino moving 
his slim body to the precise steps 
of a very sensual tango, I decided 
it would be great to take dance 
lessons and learn the tango.  A 
coworker had mentioned that 
she and her husband were taking 
dance lessons and that it was a 
great way to exercise.  Ed was 
reluctant about the dance lessons, 
but the exercise part appealed 
to him.  After a few lessons and 
some confidence with the various 
dances we were learning, as well as 
the tango, we joined a dance club.  
This was a great way to dance once 
a month to live music, and we 
loved it.

Retirement in the late '90s 
found us buying a lake home in 
Wisconsin for summers and a 
condo in Florida for the winter 
months. There was more golfing 
and boating than dancing in our 
lives, however, we were still a 
polished couple on the dance 
floors of our children’s weddings.

Then, sadly in 2008, we were 
blindsided by a huge punch: Ed 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.  
We were overwhelmed with 
medical appointments and medical 
jargon, but Ed continued enjoying 
his music and could still dance.  It 
was one of the last functions he 
lost.  I played Pandora music, and 
we danced almost every day. He 
even started dancing solo when I 
was too busy to be his partner.  Six 
months before I had to place Ed 
in memory care, I made a short 
video of him dancing a two-step to 
“Gonna Miss You” by Patti Griffin.  
I cherish that video now, and it 
was a special gift for our children.  

During the difficult times of Ed’s 
illness, I wrote many poems. It 
was a way to honor my feelings 
privately. The following poem was 
written in November of 2015, three 
years before Ed died:

Dance with me
like twirling leaves in fall,

like dazzling diamonds
waltzing on water.

Hold me lightly
when sun smiles on us.

Hold me tightly
when wind blows pain.

Glide smoothly
above the tides

that test our love.
Dance with me.

Two’s Day
Liz Barnett—Memoir Group Chair

Dance With Me
Judith Ristow
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JOIN THE 

MEADOWLARK  
POETRY GROUP 
The group meets the 2nd & 4th 
Fridays of each month  
from 10:00 to Noon 

Call Michael Bruno for more 
information.
 941-346-6229 
meadowspoetry@gmail.com

Everyone has a story to tell. A story that others want to hear. A story worth 
preserving. Join the Memoir Group and share your story.
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Subscription Rates

The subscription rate for The Meadoword reflects a cost 
due to recent increases in postage, labor, and materials:

USA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2 .00 per month

Canada  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3 .50 per month

Europe   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $6 .25 per month 

Submission Guidelines
Articles and Monthly Columns
We welcome submissions from our 
Meadows residents for publication in  
The Meadoword. Articles should be of 
general interest to the community. 

We copy edit all articles for accuracy, 
content, style, and length and will not 
publish articles that contain offensive 
material or inaccurate information.  
Articles must be received by deadline for 
publication in the following month’s edition. 

All submissions are published at the 
discretion of the editor and the MCA.

THE MEADOWORD
Publisher, MCA: Frances Rippcondi,  
MCA General Manager

Editor-in Chief/Creative Director: Tia Calomeris

MEADOWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
2004 Longmeadow
Sarasota, Florida 34235
Phone 377-2300 • Fax 377-2248 
marketing@meadowsca.com

Services & Classifieds continued…

Classified ads cost $25 for up to 40 words. Classified copy must be submitted with payment on or before the first 
Monday of the month prior to publication. If the first Monday falls on a holiday, ads are due the previous business day. 

Please practice due diligence when hiring service providers.

CLASSIFIEDS

MCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jan Lazar, President 
Bob Clark, Vice President 
Fernando Viteri, Treasurer 
Marilyn Maleckas, Secretary 
Amy MacDougall
Tom Pound
Mark Pienkos
Paul Easley 
Susan Gaynor

COMMITTEES 
Assembly of Property Owners 
Mike Mazur, Chair 
Jan Lazar, Liaison

Best Kept 
Jerry Bernier, Chair 
Mark Pienkos, Liaison

Capital Planning and Finance

Marilyn Maleckas, Co-Chair 
Jan Lazar, Co-Chair

Communications 
Tia Calomeris, Chair 
Marilyn Maleckas, Liaison

Community Activities and 
Involvement 
Kathy Easley, Chair 
Tom Pound, Liaison

Emergency Preparedness 
Mike Mazur, Chair 
Paul Easley, Liaison

Finance and Budget 
Fernando Viteri, Chair

Garden Club 
Carilyn Reiter, Chair

Long Range Planning 
Marilyn Maleckas, Co-chair 
Bob Clark, Co-Chair

The Library 
Marilyn Schmal, Chair

Maintenance 
Jo Evans & Mark Pienkos, Co-chairs 
Mark Pienkos, Liaison

Most Improved 
Lesley Totten, Chair

Personnel 
Susan Gaynor, Chair

Standards and Restrictions 
Bob Clark, Chair

Safety 
Amy MacDougall, Chair

Water & Wildlife 
Dr. Robert Hueter, Chair 
Amy McDougal, Liaison

HANDYMAN

Todd, Handymann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-228-7907 
tflorand@gmail.com

HOUSEKEEPING

Diana's Cleaning Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-225-9962

Susana's Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-536-6152

HOME WATCH

Home Watch SRQ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-500-5501 
info@homewatchsrq.com 
homewatchsrq.com

LANDSCAPING

Jim Skinner Citrus Pruning,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-685-6382 
Planting & Consulting  
jimskinner266@gmail.com 
 
MISCELLANEOUS

MDS Carpet and Tile Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-358-6355 
mdscarpet@verizon.net 
mdscarpet.com

PAINTING

JT Painting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .217-556-9507

Phil's Painting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-400-1071 
ptaklonis@aol.com

PET CARE

Theresa's Pet Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-284-0076 
tpuff.dragon@gmail.com

TECH SUPPORT/HELP

David Stoltie–The Patient Trainer . . . . . . . . . .941-404-5585
dave@davidstoltie.com 
thepatienttrainer.com

JUBESE - We Fix & Teach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941 928 1140 
info@jubese.com 
jubese.com

Pegatronics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-735-3362 
pegatronics@hotmail.com 
pegatronics.com

HOMES FOR RENT

For Rent Lovely 2 Bedroom 2 Bath 
facing beautiful golf course view.   
No Pets. By month or longer. Starting 
April 1, 2022. By owner  
Call 941-320-0502

Furnished villa. 2B-2B with enclosed 
garage, lanai facing golf course. 
Board approval required.  
732-966-4115

Wanted to Rent:  Condo, two 
bedroom, first floor, the month of 
February.  Will include one quart pure 
Vermont Maple Syrup for owner.  
Contact David, 802-338-6783.

 
Wanted to Buy:  Three wheel bicycle 
in good condition.  Two wheeler leads 
to broken ribs.  Contact David,  
802-338-6783.
 
Wanted to Rent:  From May to 
October 2022, enclosed garage 
needed to store our Florida car.  Six 
month garage rental for one auto.  
Contact David, 802-338-6783.

WANTED TO RENT/BUY

Residential and Commercial Laundry Repair
Pressure Washing & Cleaning

30 Years of Experience

Wanted: Long Common or Lyndhurst 
Court Condominium to purchase.  No 
realtors.  941-377-3279 or 941-323-
3900 (text only)

 
 
 
SALE! GOLF CART SALE! 
NO TAX. One year old batteries, 
rain curtains, top quality head tail 
directional lights, side mirrors, two 
sand boxes, powder puff condition! 
Tires perfect condition, horn plus 
musical horn. SEEING IS BELIEVING. 
CALL DR. SCHWAID 941-302-1240.
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MEADOWORD  
DEADLINES

The deadline for advertising 
and article insertions into 

The Meadoword is the first 
Monday, one month prior to 
the month of insertion. The 
deadline for the March 2022 
issue is Monday, February 7. 

Jim Skinner
Specializing in 

Citrus Tree Pruning and Planting

40+ Years Experience

126 Garden Lane 
Sarasota, FL 34242

941-685-6382     jimskinner266@gmail.com

JOE TIEMAN
Meadows Resident

217-556-9507
 PAINTING      GUTTER CLEANING
 GARAGE CLEANING    EXTERIOR CLEANING
 WEED REMOVAL    WINDOW WASHING

FREE ESTIMATE

JT SERVICES

LET DEBRA DO IT!
Shopping, Organizing, Rides

Whatever You Need Done

856-266-3893 
Debragrace@aol.com 
Call, Text or Email

Trustworthy, Efficient, Reliable

Steven Verdelli
Personal Concierge

617-922-4714 
A Meadows Resident

Grocery & Personal Shopping  Wait For Service  
Move Organizing  Appointment Scheduling  
Home Checks  Pet Walking  Airport Runs  

Entertainment and Travel Planning  
Geriatric Care Medical Appointment Companion

$25/hr 2 hour minimum

WANTED TO RENT/BUY

info@jubese.com 
pilates.jubese.com 

Hablamos 
Español 

Call us to schedule your 
class with Betina today! 

(941) 928-1140 

Mat Pilates for Women 
45 minutes personal tutoring at your home. 
 

Unbeatable 
prices! 

info@jubese.com 
jubese.com 

Hablamos 
Español 

(941) 928-1140 

Web Manager Services 
Have your responsive website today! 
Maximize your business with 
• Weekly updates & news 
• Email marketing 
• Contact Form & Client Database 
• QR codes and Search Engine Optimization 
• Online Store and much more! 

KATHLEEN 
NIEDOSPIAL 
Realtor, GRI

My priority 
is you!

SCAN ME TO SEE 
MY PROPERTIES

FOR SALE



Live the Lifestyle—Play in Your Own Backyard

FEBRUARY CALENDAR

Dates and times are subject to change. 
Sign up for MCA Constant Contact email updates for the latest on  

activities and events or visit themeadowssarasota.org/mca-events/.
Live the Lifestyle—Play in Your Own Backyard

MeadowordThe
February 2022  The Meadows Community News and Lifestyle Volume 40,  Number 2

DATE TIME ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/MEETINGS

February 2 6:30 -7:30 pm Bingo

February 3 1-4 pm Tech Support with David Stolti

February 10 8:30 am Meadows Bird Walk  
 1-2 pm  MCA Board Meeting

February 14 1 -2:30 pm That's Amore Valentine's Day Celebration

February 16 10:30 am Presidents' Council

February 17 8 am-2 pm Suncoast Blood Drive

February 18 9-11 am Adept Audiology 
 2-3 pm Jazz Trumpeter Luca Stine & His Quartet

February 21 6 -7 pm Mindful Awareness

February 24 8 am-5 pm OnSpot Dermatology

February 28 6 -7 pm Mindful Awareness

 

CLUBS

Book Club   2nd Wednesday, 2 pm

Bridge   Wednesdays, 12:30 pm – 4 pm

Cornhole   Every thursday, 3-4:30 pm

Craft Club    Wednesdays, 9 - 11 am

Duplicate Bridge  Fridays, 12:30 pm – 4 pm

Duplicate Bridge  Saturdays, 1 pm-4 pm

Hot Stove League 2nd Tuesday of Every Month, 9-11 am

Mah Jongg   Mondays, 9 am – 12 pm

Meadows Sailing Association Tuesday 1-3 pm

Meadowlarks Poetry Group  Second & fourth Fridays each month 
    10 am-Noon

Peaceful Quilting &   Saturdays, 9 am- 12 pm 
Needlepoint Group

Times, dates and locations are subject to change. See the MCA website for the complete list of clubs and activities.


