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concern to the board, 
so much so that the 
issue of speeders, sheriff 
patrol and safety has 
been elevated to the 
Long-Range Planning 
Committee.  Amy 
MacDougall, the Chair 
of the Safety Committee 
along with an outside 
consultant, has been 
selected to investigate 
traffic safety measures 
(traffic control devices, 
striping and pavement markings) 
along Longmeadow, our longest 
thoroughfare in an effort to slow 
drivers down.   

For public patrolling of Longmeadow, 
Sarasota County requires that a traffic 
engineer certifies that all signage 
and traffic devices conform to the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD). Once the county 
receives the engineer’s certification, 
along with the necessary paperwork 
the package is then reviewed by 
the county engineer and the Traffic 
Advisory Council, to determine if 
county requirements are met. If 
approval is granted, the package is 
prepared and placed as an agenda 
item for the County Commission to 
approve (unless waived in writing 
by the Sherriff).  Information gained 
from this study will be used as a tool 
to assess other areas throughout  
The Meadows.  

Today more than ever, Sarasota 
County law enforcement resources 
are being strained due to labor 
shortages, growth and the increasing 
number of new communities needing 
service. While, the presence  of law 
enforcement has an immediate 

Let's Move Forward Together
Jan Lazar—MCA Board President
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Our Vision
To be known as a well-maintained, welcoming, 

safe community with up-to-date housing, 
activities and services designed to meet the 

needs of all residents.

Our Mission
To preserve the 
property values, 
ambience and vitality of our community.

What is Stopping You from…Stopping?
Frances Rippcondi—MCA General Manager

We're all in a hurry now and 
again, but remembering to 

slow down especially when driving 
can be a matter of life and death.  The 
National Highway Traffic Standards 
Association estimated even though 
Americans drove less in 2020 due 
to the pandemic (430.2 billion miles 
less) there was still 38,680 people 
who died in motor vehicle crashes 
– resulting in the largest projected 
number of fatalities since 2007.  
Reason being speeding, failure to 
wear seatbelt and impaired driving.

Speeders have become prevalent 
everywhere, on major highways 
and community streets. It seems 
that speeding is something that 
can be found everywhere you go, 
unfortunately also in The Meadows. 
Each month the Safety committee 
meets to discuss safety concerns 
throughout The Meadows and the 
reoccurring theme is speeders, 
stop sign violators and what can be 
done about it.  The speed limit in 
The Meadows is 25 MPH when not 
otherwise posted.  Unfortunately,  
we have all witnessed drivers who are 
not willing to slow down and others 
who drive straight through stop signs.  

The lack of consideration to stop 
or slow down mounts frustration 
on those who are concerned for 
their safety and safety of others.  
Therefore, it is not surprising, the 
Safety Committee receives a range 
of questions from residents looking 
for an answer. “Can we add more 
flashing stop signs/speed detector 
signs?”, “Can we have the community 
patrolled more?”, “Can we add speed 
bumps/speed tables?” to name a few.  

The issue of Safety is a very real 

it.  I hope and trust that we will 
all be looking out on our beautiful 
community for decades to come 
while many around us have 
surrendered to over development at 
the expense of the beauty of nature 
which brought most of us here in 
the first place.

And since I almost always have 
something to say about our 
finances, I want to take the 
opportunity to go over where we 
are as we end our fiscal year.  The 
Meadows has been right on track 
with the financial plan laid out four 
years ago,   The MCA assessment 
rate for 2022 was increased 5.9% 
and overall collections will be 
about 9.95% higher than last year 
when County changes to individual 
assessments are factored in.  Since 
assessments are based on County 
assessed valuations, individual 
assessments vary greatly.  Even 
now identical units may  have 
different assessments from the 
County and therefore different 
assessments from The Meadows.  
Our  assessment increases ranged 
from less than $20 for the year 
to over $1,000  for one of the 
newest and largest homes.  The 
AVERAGE increase was $109 for 
the year.  3,381 units, over 97% of 
units  have assessments for all that 
The Meadows offers less than the 
lowest assessment by any of the 
52 condo associations here in The 
Meadows.  And with all that we 
have undertaken in recent years 
or done in the past, The Meadows 
has done it without having to make 
special assessments.

We are a financially strong 
community with an aggregate 
$697,000,000 assessed valuation 
that continues to grow as the 
values go up and the desirability of  
community increases.  Our future is 
bright so long as we continue to work 
together to make the community 
strong, protect our invaluable natural 

As I complete my second term 
on the Board, having served 

three years as Treasurer and two 
as President, I look all around 
The Meadows and see a beautiful, 
vibrant community.  We have 
accomplished a great deal in the 
last several years and we look 
forward to the many things still 
to come. Normally, I would say it 
has been a pleasure but COVID 
has made that word inappropriate.  
Rather, I would say that is has been 
a challenge which we have met, and 
continue to meet.

We have successfully met financial 
challenges which served to 
threaten our core green space.  We 
have met operational challenges 
caused by the impacts of COVID 
on our ability to conduct normal 
activities, meet in person, and go 
about our normal lives.  We have 
worked cooperatively with our 
associations and corporate owners 
to addresses the challenges we 
have all had to face.

We have expanded services and 
activities offered both directly by 
MCA and under contract with the 
Club. We have worked with Aviva 
and Tarpon Point, now named 
The Meadows Center, to sponsor 
activities offered to Meadows 
residents.  We continue to work to  
offer on site access for our residents 
a variety of  health and safety 
services and programs such as 
immunizations, audiology testing, 
dermatology and other programs 
which are offered by various 
medicsal and safety providers.

Over the past year, The Meadows 
has repeatedly been sited in various 
ranking and articles as a top place 
to live and own.  I am very proud of 
being a part of a community which 
has joined in the efforts to protect 
and maintain the vital green and 
open spaces for our residents and 
the wildlife with which we share 

effect on slowing 
drivers, the reality 
is that communities 
may only experience 
limited patrolling and 
an occasional law 
enforcement presence. 
Therefore, regulating 
one's own speed, is  
by far the most 
effective way to keep 
our roads safe.

However, in an effort 
to make a difference, the MCA has 
taken positive steps to remind drivers 
to STOP and Slow down. A drive 
down Longmeadow and you will 
see the new blinking stop signs in 
order to attract drivers’ attention. In 
addition, speed detector signs flank 
each end of the construction zone, 
reminding drivers to use caution 
and slow down. Currently, the MCA 
owns three speed detecting signs 
and is planning to purchase another 
one next fiscal year. To prevent “sign 

blindness” where drivers no longer 
notice the signs, signs are moved 
throughout the community to grab 
driver’s attention and alert drivers to 
their speed of travel.

Speed bumps and tables can also be 

assets and keep moving forward. 
Always remember that change 
is a constant and we can move 
forward or fall back but we cannot 
stand still.  So let’s move forward 
together.

Last but by no means least, I want 
to thank the residents for so much 
support, both in volunteering and 
contributing, thank the Board for 
all their hard work and dedication 
to the community and thank the 
staff for going above and beyond 
under very difficult circumstances.  
Frances Rippcondi, Mike 
Mazur, Sandy Truman, Tia 
Calomeris, Sue Lytle, Lisa 
Compton, Sher’re Shepard, 
and Al Ballantyne make you 
think there are many more people 
working for all of us than there 
actually are by all that they do.  It 
has been a pleasure to work with 
this staff and Board and again I 
thank them.  

Our future is bright  

so long as we  

continue to work 

together to make  

the community strong, 

protect our invaluable 

natural assets and  

keep moving forward.  

Always remember that 

change is a constant  

and we can 

 move forward or  

fall back but we cannot 

stand still.   

So let’s move  

forward together.

a useful device in slowing speeders, 
however it has been the MCA’s 
decision to use them wisely only 
placing them on Longmeadow 
where there is sufficient distance 
to be used effectively. Using speed 
bumps sparingly can remind drivers 
to slow down, however having 
too many can have a negative 
impact on emergency provider's 
response time, cause harm to those 
being transported and damage to 
emergency vehicles. This is why The 
Board of Directors, with input from 
local Emergency Services, passed 
a resolution that no more speed 
bumps be added to The Meadows.  

At risk of stating the obvious, 
speeding, passing on a double 
marked lane or not coming to 
a complete stop is dangerous, 
however most people forget just how 
dangerous.  Below are a few statistics 
to keep in mind:

•  National statistics reveal that 1/3rd 
of all intersection crashes in the 
United States occur at stop sign-
controlled intersections.

•  Not stopping at a stop sign, causes 
around 700,000 crashes annually.

•  More than 40-percent of fatal 
crashes that take place every year 
are caused at stop sign-controlled 
intersections.

The Meadows prides itself on a being 
peaceful, relaxing place to live and 
enjoy life.  Speeding and running 
stop signs destroys the peaceful 
ambiance of our community and 
endangers the lives of all who live 
here.  With so much at stake, what 
is stopping you from stopping?

POND HEALTH
o LMZs filter runoff into the ponds by 

trapping nutrients, pesticides, and 
other chemicals, keeping these out 
of the pond water and sediments.

o LMZs reduce the amount of grass 
cuttings going into the ponds, 
decreasing the load of organics 
going into the water.

o LMZs provide habitat for feeding 
and refuging by shore birds and fish.

o LMZs stabilize shorelines and 
effectively stop shoreline erosion, 
greatly reducing the inflow of 
sediments that degrade water 
quality and fill up the ponds.

SAFETY
o LMZs keep landscape workers and 

others off the weak banks of ponds, 
reducing the risk of people falling 
into the ponds (fatalities on heavy 

mowing equipment have occurred 
in other communities.)

o LMZs discourage alligators 
from hauling out on residents’ 
properties, as opposed to bare 
banks without vegetation.

COST
o LMZs essentially cost nothing 

to implement and maintain – 
“natural engineering” that is free.

o When pond shoreline erosion 
occurs, it costs tens of thousands 
of dollars to engineer and 
install shoreline stabilizers such 
as geotubes. Assessments to 
homeowners can be very costly.

o Healthy, natural, attractive ponds 
protected by LMZs enhance 
property values and quality of life 
in the community.

Why Low Maintenance Zones (LMZ)?
Bob Hueter
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your roof and if it needs cleaning 
call and get a quote from a power 
washing company. It can be done 
for a very reasonable cost, and 
will make you feel better about the 
appearance of your property.

Now for a word about mailboxes. 
As you drive through The Meadows 
you may notice that there are a 
number of mailboxes that are 
somewhat less than vertical. The 
mailbox is one of the first things 
people notice about your property 
and a leaning or dirty mailbox 
sends a bad message about the 
overall care and maintenance 
of your residence. If you need 
to replace your mailbox, please 
remember to send in a request for 
architectural review before starting 
the work.

Flags seem to be an issue that come 
up occasionally so I thought a brief 
review might be helpful. The full 
regulations regarding flags can 
be found under Basic Rules and 
Regulations on the MCA website. 
Briefly it states, “Each owner of a 

ALL THINGS MEADOWS
What Makes This A Great Place To Live

Bob Clark—Standards Chair

Briarfield Condo Assn

4489 Highland Oaks Cir

5041 Ringwood Meadow

Papillon Condo Assn

Stratfield Park HOA

2300 Arborfield Ln

4543 Chandlers Forde

5433 Downham Meadow

4988 Greencroft Rd

4866 Greywood Ln

5314 Huntingwood Ct

4477 Highland Oaks Cir

4574 Longwater Chase

5250 Marsh Field Rd

4580 Windsor Park

2857 Wrenwood Ct

2857 Wrenwood Ct

2300 Arborfield Ln

3343 Ringwood Meadow

Heatherwood Condo Assn

5343 Huntingwood Ct

5282 Villa Majorca

Somerset Condo Assn

4864 Marsh Field Rd

4884 Marsh Field Rd

4489 Highland Oaks Cir

4453 Highland Oaks Cir

4001 Oakley Greene

5663 Downham Meadows

2993 Longleat Woods

4291 Highlands Bridge Rd

4648 Glebe Farm Rd

5187 Everwood Run

3424 Hadfield Greene

2939 Longleat Woods

2952 Longleat Woods

2972 Longleat Woods

2972 Longleat Woods

Chatsworth Greene Condo Assn

4509 Longmeadow

5669 Sheffield Greene

4741 Marsh Field Rd

4772 Ringwood Meadow

4831 Greencroft Rd

3206 Ringwood Meadow

4963 Waterbridge Down

The Meadows Country Club

2462 Arborfield Sq

4604 Glebe Farm Rd

2443 Arborfield Sq

5694 Sheffield Greene Cir

5692 Sheffield Greene Cir

Architectural 
Review

January Approved Applications 

One of the common themes 
that I hear during my many 

trips around The Meadows doing 
architectural reviews is that this is 
a great place to live. It is wonderful 
to hear this from residents who 
have lived here a long time, but it 
is particularly gratifying to hear 
it from the many newcomers who 
have already turned in requests 
for approval of projects to improve 
their properties.

What sets The Meadows apart 
from most communities is the high 
standards that have been set for the 
maintenance of where we live and 
the incredible buy in by the people 
who live here. It is what makes 
visitors say to themselves as they 
drive into The Meadows, “I would 
like to live in this beautiful setting.”

This month I would like to place 
emphasis on looking up, that is 
at our roofs. A dirty roof not only 
detracts from the appearance of 
your own home but drags down 
the overall quality of the whole 
neighborhood. So take a look at 

Assembly Committee 
Mike Mazur—Assembly Chair

A lthough there was no 
Assembly of Property Owners 

meeting during February, all 
Delegates and Alternates were 
invited to a Zoom presentation of 
the February 16, 2022 Presidents’ 
Council program.  The Association 
presidents were provided an 
update and background on a 
number of community matters 
by MCA President Jan Lazar 
and by Joe Formella, CEO of 
Formella Construction, the general 
contractor on The Meadows 
Community Lifestyle & Wellness 
Facility.  

On Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
at 4:00 pm, the Assembly meeting 
returns with a theme of Community 
Care.  We are concentrating on 
preparing for off season. It is not 
unusual for our condo communities 
to have a 65% vacancy rate over 
summer. With this vacancy level, 
it is important for all owners and 

association leaders to exercise a 
higher level of community care and 
awareness than might be expected.

We will explore off-season 
preparation needs for the 
seasonal owner as well as for the 
community. The selection and 
arrangements with caretakers will 
be reviewed.  Attention will also 
focus on hurricane preparedness.  
Although we are months away from 
the start of the six-month hurricane 
season, seasonal owners need to 
address preparedness matters 
before they depart.  

A very important aspect of 
personal preparation that will 
be emphasized is the Special 
Needs Registration program of 
the Sarasota County Emergency 
Management Agency. Those 
individuals with qualifying 
medical needs and their 
community leaders will want to 
be aware of this program and the 
importance of early registration.

flagpole shall be permitted to fly, 
in addition to an American flag, 
or by itself, one flag of national 
origin, state, non-profit agency, 
holiday-themed, professional, or 
amateur sport, college or American 
military organization.” A non-profit 
organization is one that qualifies 
as a 501(c)(3) charity. Proper flag 
etiquette requires that American 
flags flown at night be lighted.

Standards are an important part 
of maintaining the high quality of 
living we enjoy in The Meadows. 
The number of people who are 
buying homes in the Meadows 
and the increasing value of the 
properties here show the positive 
results that flow from a high level of 
pride in the community. Thank you 
for your part in creating that pride.

As always, a thank you to the 
number of volunteers and the hard 
working staff of The Meadows who 
do such a part in making this an 
enjoyable place to live. Your efforts 
are appreciated by all who live here.

Be a member of MHOA. It's only $15 a year or $25 for two years.  
For information, contact the MHOA at meadowshomeownerssarasota@gmail.com

They say that March can come 
“in like a lion and out like a 

lamb”. Since this is Sarasota, I 
think it’s more “in like a sleepy 
lion cub and out like a sleepy lion 
cub”. It might even be the same 
lion cub I don’t know and I’m not 
getting close enough to find out, 
it’s mom might be around.

This time before the heat and rains 
of summer set in is a wonderful 
time to get out and take part in 
some of the many activities that 
The Meadows has to offer. If you 
aren’t aware of what’s happening 
in The Meadows, please sign up 
for the constant contact emails. 
They’re a great way to see what’s 
going on and what you might 
be interested in participating 
in. Another plus to living in The 
Meadows is the Renaissance 

Access Program. Single-family 
homeowners and annual renter 
are eligible for the program which 
grants you greater access to some 
of the things the Country Club has 
to offer such as the fitness center, 
pool, the Fountain View lounge, 
discounts at the Highland and 
Groves golf courses, the ability to 
play on The Meadows private golf 
course every third Saturday of the 
month, and more.

I’d like to thank our new board 
members for donating their 
time and energy to take part in 
representing the interests of the 
single-family homeowners in 
matters within The Meadows 
community. Being a part of the 
MHOA board is a voluntary 
position and we welcome those 
that choose to become a part of it. 

I’m sure we’re all aware of the 
construction and developments 
that are occurring in Sarasota and 
the surrounding area. One of the 
side effects of this is that wildlife 
that inhabited those areas may be 
migrating to new, safer habitats. 
This means there might be more 
wildlife residents in The Meadows 
than in previous years.

At around 4am a few weeks ago 
I was woken by a rattling on one 
of our pool cage doors. I got up 
and saw a motion light had been 
activated. Stepping out onto our 
lanai I came upon a bobcat, puma, 
lynx, tiger, lion, whatever, on the 
outside of the screen. He watched 
me. I watched him. I introduced 
myself and after a few moments 
of contemplation he told me his 
name was Gary and he used to 

The Meadows in March
Michael Cox—MHOA 

live near DeSoto and Cattleman 
but with all the construction going 
on he had to move. He said he 
really liked The Meadows, (who 
wouldn’t?) and appreciated all the 
green spaces and wooded areas he 
found here. After a short while he 
simply turned and walked away.

While this isn’t an alarm, just be 
aware when you’re out and about, 
especially those of you with pets. 
Please keep pets leashed when 
walking them and understand 
that it’s putting them at risk if you 
allow them to roam free, even in 
your yard. Also, I would think that 
unless your schedule demands 
it walking your pet after dark 
probably isn’t a great idea.

Stay safe, both you and your pet, 
and enjoy The Meadows in March.

Assisted Living Facility #8951

Visit us at AvivaSeniorLife.org

Skyrocketing property values mean the time is now to sell your home and lock in  
your rent rate at Aviva for 5 years. Protect yourself from rising inflation — and be  
part of a safe, secure, and thriving independent living community!

Sign by March 31st. Call 941.225.8369 today!

* 5 Year Rate Lock applies to Independent Living Rental Agreements only, for the length of the lease, or until 5 years from lease 
signing. This cannot be used in combination with any other sales offer. Limited time only offer. Expires March 31, 2022. 1951 N. Honore Ave.   |   Sarasota, FL 34235

A COVID Vaccine Mandated Campus  

Limited Time OFFER

YOU MAY BE
SURPRISED BY

WHAT YOUR HOME
IS WORTH!

941.539.7608
donosrq@gmail.com

DonovanHayesRealEstateSarasota.com

Today’s housing market is a big win for 
sellers, but these conditions won’t last 

forever. If you’re in a position to sell your 
residence now, why wait any longer?

Give us a call so we can confidentially 
discuss the value of your home.

DONOVAN HAYES GROUP

Let our proven success 
work for you!

“Diana & Terry were kind, efficient, and successful 
in their efforts to sell my Meadows home.  They 
answered every question I had and went the extra 
mile to make the process effortless, stressless, and 
did it in a timely manner.  We got a great price at 
the right time for my situation.  I would recommend 
them without question.”   -Jacqueline Workman



6 themeadowssarasota.org THE MEADOWORD March  2022  7THE MEADOWORDMarch  2022

This month’s theme is 
quite appropriate for The 

Meadoword and this weather 
column. Here’s why.

First, this is the time of year 
when visitors from the north 
country find our weather to 
be ideal for the many outdoor 
activities found in The Meadows, 
activities that include: hiking, 
cycling, swimming, fishing, tennis, 
golf, and of course, pickleball! 
There’s something for everyone, 
even those who just want to kick 
back and bask in our abundant 
sunshine. Second, we are fortunate 
to live in a community that has 
such respect for the weather that 
it provides all residents a long-
standing emergency preparedness 
program. The program’s 
Emergency Preparedness 
Committee has many volunteers 
who are trained to assist residents 
throughout a severe weather 
event, like a hurricane. Finally, on 
a personal note, I moved to The 
Meadows in 2018 with the weather 
in mind. Because our community 
is approximately two feet above 
sea level placing it outside the 
established FEMA flood zones, I’m 
not concerned about ‘storm surge’ 
flooding in the event of a major 
hurricane. I can choose to ride 
out a storm in the comfort of my 
home. This is important because 
at my age I have no interest in 

sleeping night after night on a 
school gymnasium floor!

Weather Summary: In 
December’s weather summary, 
I asked the question: “Will we 

experience year-long record heat 
again in 2022?” If we’re counting 
on January 2022 temperature 
data to provide an answer, we 
must concede that the jury is 
still out. A sharp temperature 

The Weather, of All Things...
Roy Wysnewski — Meadows Weather Analysis: January 2022 Report

Rainfall: 0.51 inches (YTD: 0.51 in.)  
23 yr. January rainfall average: 1.61 in.

Average high temperature: 73 F (normal: 72 F) 
Above normal high-temp. days: 18 
Record high-temperature days: 4

Meadows Rainfall and 
Temperature Data

JUDGING: March 1-2

MOST IMPROVED
2022 SPRING AWARDS

TO BE ELIGIBLE
Submit an  

Architectural Review  
to be nominated

Your submission should  
reflect The Meadows  

high standards of curb appeal

Homes and Associations  
are eligible

PLAN TO IMPROVE

For New Improvements

The most improved winners  
will receive  

a check for $250 and  
have their property  

featured in The Meadoword.
Lesley Totten, Chair

Top 1% Sarasota Real Estate Agent

Fernando Viteri PA

Fourteen-Time Winner

FIVE STAR
Best in Client 

Satisfaction Awarded

30-YEAR 
Meadows Resident

Talk to  Fernando  941.400.7676

FOR SALE IN THE HIGHLANDS
3355 Hadfield Greene – Updated villa with treed pond views  SOLD! 
3912 Oakley Greene – Panoramic pond and golf course views  SOLD! 

FOR SALE ELSEWHERE IN THE MEADOWS
5635 Pipers Waite - Gorgeously updated with pond and golf views  PENDING 
5609 Pipers Waite – Easy-living, spacious villa with garden views   PENDING 
4749 Greencroft Rd – Stunning lake and distant golf views    SOLD! 
4523 Long Common Ln – Easy-living in this 2/2 plus Den    SOLD! 
3155 Windrush Bourne – Upgraded villa with serene pond views   SOLD! 
3108 Windrush Bourne – Long, tranquil lake views from end-unit   $349K 
2405 Crispin Ct – 2/2 fixer-upper with high ceilings     SOLD! 

FOR SALE IN THE SARASOTA METRO AREA
The Trails – Private 4/3 pool-home on third of acre lot    PENDING 
South Gate – Unaltered mid-century ranch on a quarter-acre lot  PENDING 
Downtown – Walkable lifestyle to everything Sarasota has to offer  SOLD!
Heritage Oaks – 2/2 + den, 2nd story turnkey furnished condo  PENDING 

contrast between the first half and 
second half of January certainly 
sends a mixed message. In fact, 
the average temperature was 
78 degrees F (6 degrees above 
normal) during the first half, 
while the second half temperature 
averaged 67 degrees F (5 degrees 
below normal) – the first half gain 
cancelled the second half loss.

Temperature Analysis: 
Despite the big temperature 
swing described in the summary, 
January averaged one degree 
above the historical normal of 
72 degrees F. Other statistics 
include 18 days of above normal 
temperatures and there were four 
record high-temperature days, all 
occurring during the first ten days 
of the month.

Rainfall Analysis: January’s 
sparse rainfall of 0.51 inches will 
certainly bolster the month’s 
reputation as one of the driest 
months of the year. The first half 
of the month was bone-dry and the 
only rainfall occurred on the 16th 
(0.21 in.) and 25th (0.30 in.). The 
two rain-days also fell far short of 
an expected seven days of rain in 
January.

Send comments and questions 
about this month’s report to: 
roywys9@gmail.com.

Meadows Rainfall and High Temperatures 
January 2022

“There’s no such thing as bad weather, only inappropriate clothing.” –  
Sir Ranulph Fiennes

Who is Sir Ranulph Fiennes you ask?  In May 2009, at the age of 65, British adventurer, Ranulph successfully summited Mount Everest with  
Thundu Sherpa. In doing so, he became the oldest Briton to summit Everest. He was the first person to visit both the North and South Poles  

by surface means and the first to completely cross Antarctica on foot.  
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Regular races can run from five to 
25 minutes. The challenge is to get 
the boat tuned up, make it go faster 
than the other guys’ boats. “With the 
wind up, they can really fly,” he said.

Those who crash into another 
boat are penalized and required 
to sail a 360 degree circle before 
continuing the race. The hull is 
plastic, polystyrene; the sails are rip 
stop material.  Boats in the Soling 
1-meter class may start at $300 used 
or a kit at $200 plus electronics. 
Free trials are welcomed.   

Many are sailors who have owned 
big boats.  Adam’s biggest thrill was 
sailing the North Channel between 
Michigan and Canada, almost like 
the fjords of Norway. 

Adam Lawall is on a mission. 
He’s seeking others to join his 

group sailing their model yachts 
in the pond by The Meadows 
Community Association building 
every Tuesday from 1 to 3 pm. 

These are people with passion for 
the sea, albeit small, now retired and 
ready to play. 

“We already did the serious stuff, 
now it’s time for the fun,” said 
Adam, retired from Fisher Body in 
Michigan where he made models of 
prospective vehicles. 

Now the resident of Kingsmere 
gets together with friends who use 
remote controls to race their model 
sailboats around a course marked 

with duck decoys. 

The sport is properly called RC 
Sailing, for “remote control”.  While 
it is important to know the rules 
of the sea, like respect for rights of 
way, learning the radio transmitter 
can be a challenge, synchronizing 
the sails and the rudder. “The hand-
eye coordination can be tricky,” 
Adam said. 

Big Dog Lucy
Jim Connelly

The increase in bicycling has 
had a big impact on local bike 

shops. Some have seen spikes in 
sales in the recent months. Sarasota 
Cycle has reported significant sales 
increased during the pandemic. 
People are gravitating to cycling 
because  it allows for natural social 
distancing, keeps you connected 
to nature and the outdoors and 
has noted health benefits such as: 
increased cardiovascular fitness, 
increased muscle strength and 
flexibility, improved joint mobility, 
decreased stress levels, helps to 
improve posture and coordination, 
strengthens bones, and decreases 
body fat levels.

Being a Meadows resident give you 
access to beautiful and safe cycling 

paths  that allows you to connect 
with nature and enjoy a leisure ride 
like no other. The Meadows Bicycle 
Club organized and run by residents 
who meet every Wednesday 
morning at 8:30 am in The Village 
Shopping Center parking lot. 
We wheel around The Meadows 
and adjoining neighborhoods for 
relaxation and exercise that’s so 
enjoyable you might not even notice 
you’re breaking a little bit of a sweat. 
Every week, we call it quits after 
just about an hour. It’s just for fun. 
Come see for yourself.

After one ride, you’ll have some 
new Meadows friends. After two 
you might have a partner for other 
excursions or events around town. 
 "The Bike club is a heck of a good 

time," says David Hauswald, who 
was a “charter member” about four 
years ago. “Biking is even more 
popular now than it was in 2018.”

Just about the only two rules are 
that riders wear helmets and carry 
identification, said Janet Schmidt, 
who is the club’s co-leader. She 
suggests a new route every week, 
and then leads the caravan with  
her frequent look-backs. David 
usually trails.   

Also, as a rule, the club tries to avoid 
major streets. There are a good 
number of adjoining neighborhoods 
to explore around The Meadows 
with their many bike paths, and 
the Bobby Jones Golf Course offers 
paths, as well. 

“I like to say we ride as fast as the 
slowest rider,” David says. Riders 
look out for each other so the group 
stays together. All of that makes The 
Meadows Bicycle Club at least tied 
for the title of the least threatening 
bike gang in the world.

Join us! Call  
Janet Schmidt 206-719-4255 or  
David Hauswald 402-499-6490.

The Meadows Bike Club Rides For Fun
P.J. Bednarski
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Kings of The Meadows Pond
Gretchen Cochran

Adam’s e-mail address is a form 
of “Salty Adam. “Old Salt—that’s 
me,” he said. Contact him at 
1Saltyadam@gmail.com to learn 
more about the group or drop by 
any Tuesday afternoon. Anybody is 
welcome who wants to join in the 
fun on the pond. There are no dues 
whatsoever to join. 

Adam added, “The king of the pond 
right now is Jerry Wheeler who has 
been sailing with us for years!”

What a great place 
the Meadows 

is for dogs and dog 
lovers – Paths through 
beautiful off-road 
settings, friendly people, 
plenty of dog-lovers, 
quiet and safe, and our 
own pooch park!

My wife and I came to 
the Meadows from Japan almost 
five years ago: Kazuko grew up 
near Nagasaki, and I grew up 
in Connecticut.  We had always 
wanted a dog, but being overseas, 
living in small apartments, and 
traveling extensively precluded 
our having one.  After retiring, 
then touring a bit in America, we 
finally “settled down” and got Lucy 
in September 2020.  We worried 

about how big she might get – her 
father was 280 and her mother 
was 230 – but the breeder said 
Lucy was the runt of the litter.  
When she arrived at 8 weeks of 
age, she grew fast, gaining over 
120 pounds in nine months!  And 
at 160 today, she continues to grow 
– albeit slowly now.

Lucy was named after an alligator!  
We took a flat-bottom boat 
cruise in the Everglades, and two 

alligators came close to our boat.  
One was Charlie, and one was 
Lucy.  My wife said if we get a dog, 
we will name it one or the other.  
We got a little girl, so she is Lucy.

Next time you visit Canine 
Commons and see Kaz, Lucy or 
myself, stop and say hello. 

Lucy is a gentle giant who loves 
everyone – humans as well as 
other dogs.Jim pictured with Lucy as a one year old puppy.

Kaz Connelly with Lucy, all grown up and playing at Canine Commons.
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The Meadows, a Strong & Committed Community
Together, Look How Far We've Come

Jan Lazar  —  MCA Board President

The Meadows is a deed restricted 
community which means that 

the community association Board 
and management are responsible 
for making certain that the 
deed restrictions governing the 
community are adhered to by all 
owners. A deed restricted community 
generally requires compatibility 
of architectural and maintenance 
standards. It makes the community, 
rather than the government, 
responsible for roads, sidewalks, 
landscaping and other amenities. All 
owners are legally required to comply 
with the applicable standards and 
rules as part of the restrictions to 
their deed. 

The Meadows is unusual in that 
it is one of very few associations 
where the developer retained to 
the Board, the same authority that 
the original developer had, as well 
as, the standard legal authority 
under Act 720, MCA and Highlands 
documents, and various other state 
and federal laws. As fiduciaries, 
the MCA Board acts in what we 
collectively determine to be in the 
best interest of the community, with 
legal guidance on major actions 
such as debt issuance, property 
acquisition, etc. There is an annual 
audit by a licensed CPA firm, which 
is available on our website. We are 
proud to say we have clean audits for 
as far back as anyone can remember. 

The Meadows was originally 

developed in the late 1970s. At 
that time, it was really “out in 
the boondocks” from downtown 
and the beaches. It was a totally 
separate small community with a 
country club, golf courses, tennis, 
restaurants, a shopping village and 
even a horse barn and horse trails. 
University Parkway was a much 
smaller roadway and I 75 didn’t even 
exist. There was no BJ’s, no shopping 
center north of University, no Target, 
no UTC.  The only immediately 
available shopping and services and 
restaurants were in the shopping 
village or at the country club.

When development started 
occurring all around The Meadows, 
The Meadows continued to be a 
desirable community with growth 
all around it. Our green spaces 
and lifestyle attracted residents 
and visitors from all over. But 
as new development occurred, 
people had many more options 
for homes, services and amenities. 
The Meadows was still a desirable 
community but it was aging. It was 
time to look at what future was 
desired for the community.

In 2016, the MCA Board decided 
that it was time for a look at 
the future of The Meadows if 
green space, property values and 
desirability were to be maintained 
and improved. To that end, a 
Long-Range Planning Committee 
comprised of Malcolm Hay, Jan 

Lazar, Dr. Bart Levenson, 
Claire Coyle and Bruce Ferretti 
was appointed. The committee 
was charged with reviewing the 
vision and mission statement for 
The Meadows, and with looking at 
the internal needs and wants of the 
community, what was being done 
in the surrounding communities, 
and what was needed to keep The 
Meadows a wonderful place to live, 
attractive and competitive with 
newer neighboring communities.

The mission and vision statements 
were updated.  

“Our Mission is to preserve 
the property values, green space, 
ambiance and vitality of our 
community.  

Our Vision is to be known as 
a well- maintained, welcoming, 
safe community with up-to-date 
housing, activities and services 
designed to meet the needs of all 
residents. 

Our strategic plan is one that will 
improve the quality of our lives and 
bring our mission and vision to life.”

Following review and updating of 
the mission and vision statements, 
the Committee began a lengthy 
process, involving community 
meetings, a community survey, 
and consultation with a variety 
of professionals was undertaken. 

At the same time, one of the then 
officers President Claire Coyle, 
Vice-President Malcolm Hay, 
Secretary Marilyn Maleckas 
and Treasurer Jan Lazar 
met with more than 40 of the 
condo associations boards or 
representatives to obtain input, 
answer questions and get feedback.

It was determined that The 
Meadows needed to be 
reinvigorated if it was not going 
to gently drift into being an older 
community with less to attract 
new residents and appeal to those 
already here. In other words, it was 
time to take action to make The 
Meadows a more desirable place 
and to plan for what it needed and 
wanted for the future.   

While the survey was being 
developed and done, then 
President Claire Coyle, Vice-
President Marilyn Maleckas 
and General Manager Frances 
Rippcondi visited several other 
planned communities in the region 
to see what they were offering and 
how it compared to The Meadows. 
They also reviewed the costs and 
fees at those communities and 
found The Meadows to be lagging 
in newer amenities and on the 
low end of the fee spectrum.  (The 
fee comparison was revisited by 
Vice-President Bob Clark last 
year and found that even after the 
increases for improvements, The 

Gratitude is when we appreciate the 
positive in our lives, taking notice of 
it, taking it “in” fully, savoring it in 
our mind, and perhaps expressing it 
to others, a person or animal (with a 
treat for your loving dog or cat or?).  
The expression of gratitude, and the 
remembrance to feel it, is associated 
with wellbeing, reduced anxiety, 
stress and gloomy feelings. It 
increases our satisfaction in our lives 
and our health. It is a mindfulness 
activity, because it helps us become 
aware of the positive that occurs 
daily and so we are not just focusing 

on ‘problems’. This is awake 
awareness.  The neurologists say our 
mind is Teflon for the good/positive  
and Velcro for the negative,  This 
adaptation helped us survive  as 
human animals  ( be aware of saber 
tooth tigers) but also now inhibits 
our ability to really let in and savor 
our enjoyment and blessings, So 
unless you see saber toothed tigers 
on your walks in The Meadows, 
stop and call up the memory of 
Mr. Rogers as my husband does. 
It is often “A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood.”.

Gratitude
Lynn Lockie

SALES & RENTALS
CLAUDETTE KRIJGER 

Realtor

30-Year Meadows Resident 
RENTALS NEEDED!

CELL/TEXT  941-504-2081 
Singh64@verizon.net 

AMY CHAPMAN GRI, REALTOR®

941.225.1500
AmyChapman@michaelsaunders.com

ChapmanGroupSRQ.com

1605 Main Street | Sarasota, FL 34236

It’s time to spring forward and achieve your 2022 goals. If selling your home is on that list, 
please call me to discuss my proven strategy to earn your highest value in today’s market.
There’s no better time than now. Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead March 13th.

$55
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major finding that came out of 
the community survey was that 
there was a strong desire for 
access to a fitness facility and for 
more recreational opportunities 
within the community. The Long-

Range Planning Committee 
continued its work. The 
conclusion was reached that 
the community would need 
a new Lifestyle and Wellness 
Facility to meet community 
desires and to be competitive 
with what was being offered 
in surrounding communities.

As plans were underway for 
the new building, a second 

financial threat of bankruptcy 
occurred at the Club. A trust fund of 
members and former Club members 
had loaned the Club money.  While 
the members might have been 
persuaded to extend the loan and 

trust, a number of the lenders in 
the trust were no longer members 
and any one of them could have 

triggered a bankruptcy. Again, the 
time frame for action was short. All 
the negatives that had been averted 
by purchase of the notes were again 
facing the community.  

Some people thought MCA buying 
the Club should be considered. 
However, the MCA Board neither 
wanted to buy the Club nor was 
it feasible in the time before an 
impending bankruptcy. Review 
with legal counsel confirmed that 
conclusion. The Treasurer indicated 
that there were not sufficient funds 
available to buy the remaining 
outstanding notes but that there 
was another alternative that could 
be considered. The MCA could buy 
the real estate owned by the Club, 
thereby bringing any future issue 
of sale or development fully and 
permanently under the control of the 
MCA. Legal counsel reviewed and 
agreed that this could be done.

The Board sought community 
input on these plans. In possibly 
the largest community meeting in 

decades, several hundred residents 
attended a meeting where the plans 
and implications of the alternatives 

were presented and discussed.  
There was nearly unanimous 
support voiced for blocking any 
development on the green space. 

Then came the question of how much 
would it cost and would there be any 
special assessment. Treasurer Jan 
Lazar explained the financial terms 
of the proposed property purchase. 
The Community would purchase 
of the 300+ acres of land, tennis 
courts, golf courses, fitness center 
and pool from the Club and entered 
in to a lease back to the Club for 
$6,064,000. The purchase would be 
paid for by applying the value of the 
notes it held as down payment of the 
Club, plus a three-year installment 
purchase for the reminder of the 
price. The cost would not involve 
any special assessment. When 
asked about the costs per house, she 
indicated that the average cost would 
be about $150. A resident asked if 
that was per month. The answer was 
no, that was the average cost per year 
but that since assessments are based 
on County established assessed 
valuation, it would vary by each 

home’s assessed 
value. The 
overwhelming 
response was  
‘go for it”.

The Meadows, a Strong & Committed Community continued
MCA had already examined what 
would be the financial impact if the 
Club were to be closed and MCA 
simply took over maintenance of 
the green space. It was determined 
based on cost estimates obtained by 
the General Manager that it would 
cost MCA hundreds of thousands of 
dollars annually just to do quarterly 
cutting and basic maintenance. The 
conclusion was that it was more 
cost effective for the Club to operate 
and maintain the property than for 
MCA to just maintain it without 
the golf courses and other faculties 
even without factoring in the 
negative impacts on property values.  
The alternative was significantly 
increasing costs with no amenities or 
enhanced property values. 

Based on the conclusions reached 
after analysis of the alternatives, a 
purchase agreement was reached 
and approved by both entities. MCA 
became a landlord and the 
Club a tenant.  As tenant, the 
Club pays its MCA assessment, 
property taxes, insurance, 
utilities, and maintenance 
costs, costs totaling well over a 
million dollars annually.  

As MCA proceeded from this point, 
we knew that we could not achieve 
the type of Renaissance we planned 
without either a borrowing for capital 
expenditures or making a special 
assessment. Doing things without a 
major commitment would not show 
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Meadows fees are still moderate and 
highly competitive.)

In order to achieve its vision, the 
Renaissance Plan was adopted.  
The first major project was the 
new entrance way at Longmeadow 
and 17th Street. Other projects, 
particularly things identified in 
the community survey and from 
a variety of strategic planning 
meetings, were decided upon and 
plans were underway.

But, as is too often the case 
with any plan, unexpected 
things occur which must 
also be addressed. The 
Country Club, which is 
a separately owned and 
operated corporation from 
The Meadows Community 
Association, ran into financial 
difficulties.  The Club was facing 
the potential of a bankruptcy. That 
fact became known in the area 
and began to affect adversely the 
marketability and prices of homes in 
The Meadows.  

When a developer proposed buying 
the Club for $20 million, renovating 
the golf courses, building a new 

Club house and new community 
building for the community, MCA 
heard the proposals with the rest 
of the community. We all thought 
that it would be a project that 
would be very complementary to 
The Renaissance Plan we were 
undertaking. MCA itself did not 
have any involvement with the 
operation of the privately owned 

Club, but we expressed support 
for the project as it was initially 
presented.  

Unfortunately, with a matter of 
weeks until a forced bankruptcy 
would occur, the developer changed 
his proposal and changed his offer. 
He proposed that his group buy all 
of the Club property for $7 million 
and use it for development of 

unspecified density 
and type.

It was thought by 
virtually everyone 
that there was no 
alternative other than 
bankruptcy or simply 
selling out in what was 
effectively a distress 
sale. Bankruptcy 
would have had 

tremendous negative impacts on 
the community. In a Forbes study, 
communities with failed golf courses 
lost 25-35% of their property values. 
Numerous other studies found a 
range of 25-40% loss of value when 
courses went bankrupt or shut 
down. Local appraisal and real 
estate professionals sited similar 
impacts on the property values 
adjacent to the two courses that 
had failed locally. Similar reviews 
were done by other 
associations in the 
area, which reached 
the same conclusion.  
Even more troubling, 
many were tied up 
in litigation for years 
when a course failed 
or closed.

Numerous residents voiced their 
belief that this could not be done in 
The Meadows due to the existing 
deed restrictions on the property.  
But in a bankruptcy, the JUDGE 
has the discretion to throw out 
deed restrictions, which is what 
has happened in many other 
places. How much and what type 
of development would be at the 
sole discretion of the developer 
if the property was acquired in a 
bankruptcy proceeding.

At this juncture, MCA did get 
involved. The desire to protect the 
community, the green space and the 
property values created an urgent 
need to come up with an alternative. 
A Club bankruptcy would damage 
the entire community. To avert the 
bankruptcy, then Treasurer Jan 
Lazar recommended that MCA 
buy the notes held by the bank 
that were not being renewed. This 
would move control over the future 
of the Club property to the MCA 
rather than the Club or a developer 
or a judge. It presented a positive 
option for the community as the 
Club was current in its payments 

and the notes were paying a higher 
rate of interest than MCA reserves 
could earn at that time. The bank 
required that both the notes not 
being renewed and the mortgage 
which was in effect be bought as 

a package. MCA had sufficient 
unrestricted cash reserves adequate 
to buy the note and mortgage. 
After review with attorneys, the 
Finance Committee and the Bank, 
the Board acted to buy the notes.  
No bankruptcy, no loss of deed 
restrictions, no development of the 
green space. 

Sales prices and marketability of 
property in The Meadows, which 
had been lagging the area, increased 
significantly when the imminent 
threat of Club bankruptcy, and 
the attendant property impacts, 
was removed. Since that point, the 
strength of The Meadows and the 
strong overall market have made 
The Meadows a frequently sited top 
place to buy and live.

Meanwhile, the MCA was 
continuing its work on the 
planning for other projects desired 
for The Renaissance Plan.  One 
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the larger community the vibrancy 
and attraction that we wanted to convey 
nor address the needs identified for 
capital expenditures. Again, the Board 
determined unanimously that there 
would not be any special assessment.

In working with several banks to 
explore borrowing for our planned 
improvements, the banks looked 
at our finances and our revenue 
base and asked why we didn’t just 
do one special assessment and 
be done like most of the condo 
associations do when they want to 
make a major capital investment. 
Our Board succinctly responded 
that we did not intend to do that. We 
thought it more reasonable to pay 
for the costs of improvements over a 
longer period so that current owners 
weren’t paying for what future 
owners would enjoy.

The Bank wanted the component 
parts of the plan broken in to 
separate loans. A loan package of 
four loans was negotiated. These 
loans, our plan, and projected costs 
have been presented several times 
in writing, to the Assembly, to the 
Board and to various associations. 
In addition to the initial reviews 
by the banks, the Board and legal 
counsel, the financial plan has been 
independently reviewed by financial 
professionals from some of the 
associations.  

At this point, the plan is in its third 
year and is being implemented as 
originally projected.

In addition, we have been able to 
reduce interest on our debt by cash 
flow management, saving over 
$184,000 in interest to date, and 

making an additional $250,000 
in principal prepayment.  As of 
this writing, we have paid over 
$600,000 off on the two loans we 
have already utilized. The third loan 
is an emergency fund only and there 
is no intention to draw on it.  The 
fourth loan, for $4,000,000 has not 
been fully utilized yet since the new 
building is not complete, which will 
be done by this summer.  

Due to the phase in of the loans 
and our cash management efforts, 
at its highest outstanding 
amount, loan balances would 
equate to approximately 1% of 
the assessed value of property 
in The Meadows, currently over 
$697,000,000 and are currently 
below that amount. In other 
words, think of it in relation to 
your home value.  It would be 
like having a $4,000 mortgage 
balance on a $400,000 home.  

Our acquisition of the real 
property from the Club, the new 
building, enhanced facilities for 
dining, and other activities add 
value for both your daily life and 
for your property values. On our 
balance sheet we exchanged cash 
for land, and the land becomes a 
more valuable asset all the time. We 
will continue to work diligently to 
protect our green space, our lifestyle 
and our property values. The plans 
and programs we have made are 
designed to do just that.

The Renaissance plan has not 
just been a top-down effort. 
Homeowners and associations have 
taken to heart the commitment to 
update and improve their homes, 
their property and their common 
areas. You can see it all around 

The Meadows. Not only have 
the individuals and associations 
in The Meadows been making 
improvements, many have also 
donated money for added updates 
and upgrades to facilities and 
amenities in The Meadows. In a 
fundraising effort initiated by a 
joint committee of MCA and Club 
representatives, residents, owners, 
and non-resident Club members 
have contributed over $325,000 

that has been used for a variety of 
major maintenance and upgrade 
efforts which can be seen throughout 
the community. We appreciate and 
thank all those who have contributed 
time and/or money to helping to 
achieve renaissance in The Meadows.

As we move close to the end of our 
major capital spending plan, we can 
see the new entrance at 17th Street, 
a new building nearing completion, 
expanded outdoor dining areas 
around the pool and Center Court 
Lounge, new equipment in many 
areas on our walking trail, a new dog 
park, new water plants in many of 
our ponds, new trees being planted, 
additional parking serving the pool/
Centre Court dining area, bridges 
being replaced along our walking 

paths, and numerous needed 
infrastructure improvements.  

COVID has impacted many 
things being offered and sought in 
communities. We continue to review 
where we want to be going forward 
both from the changes made and 
the impacts of external factors. To 
that end, the new comprehensive 
survey mentioned recently in The 
Meadoword is being finalized and 
survey Chair Tom Pound and his 
team expect to complete their work 
over the next several months. 

We also took action to make sure 
that our commitment to green space 
is solid going in to the future.  We 
adopted an amendment to require 
a ¾ vote of the Board to sell OR 
develop the nature preserve by 
Butterfly Lake or any of the golf 

course holes or 
driving range and 
an amendment 
that would require 
a ¾ vote to change 
it back to the 
simple majority 
currently required 
in our documents.

We have added 
activities and 
programs and 

kept moving forward during the 
worse pandemic of our lives. We are 
well positioned for the future. As the 
Legislature changed requirements 
so that developers only needed 
to have 30 percent open space 
(which includes streets, parking 
lots, sidewalks and driveways) you 
can see that actual green space 
continuing to disappear in the newer 
developments. The Meadows is an 
oasis of green space and this will only 
be more desirable and more valuable 
as the open green space continues to 
disappear west of I 75.

We have a committed staff and 
Board who are working to keep the 
present and future of The Meadows 
something which we can enjoy every 
day and of which we can be proud.

Spring Craft & Bake Sale
Liz Barnett — Craft Group

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  INSTALLATION

941-371-3355
Airrif  ic.com

A Company You Can
                Depend On and Trust

Back by popular demand, the 
Spring Craft and Bake Sale will 

be held on Saturday, March 26 from 
9 am - 2 pm at MCA on the outside 
patio. 

The Bake Sale will be stocked with 
cookies, cupcakes, fudge, tarts, pies, 
banana breads, muffins, and other 
homemade treats but come early or 
your favorite goodies may be sold out. 

Capture the spirit of spring as you 
refresh your home, prepare for Easter 
and rejuvenate yourself. We’ve even 
created a “Sugar Scrub” for the spring 
sale. We combined the all-natural 
ingredients of raw sugars and almond 
oil and incorporated lemon zest, 
lavender, dried flower petals and 
chamomile in different combinations 
to make 3 luxurious body scrubs. 

Of course, there will be jewelry and 
accessories to add some sparkle to 
your look. New this year are stretchy 
Beaded Bracelets that come in a 
variety of colors and slip on easily. 
You’ll also find an array of earrings 

and necklaces in casual and evening 
styles. Add one of our jeweled 
compacts, keychains and some of the 
accessories we’ve made to organize 
your purse and you’ll be ready for a 
stress-free outing. 

We have just what you need to add 
some spring-time sparkle to your 
home. Our crafters have mastered 
new decoupage techniques to turn 
scallop shells and plain-Jane vases 
into striking accent pieces. Flower pots 
painted with beach scenes or flowers 
will be as decorative as the plants they 
hold. Stylized wooden block bunnies 
and chicks will bring a smile as they 
brighten a mantle or shelf and wine 
bottles with tiny lights tucked inside for 
gatherings year round. 

We haven’t overlooked the practical 
side of a sparkling home. You’ll find 

scrubbies for fast, scratch-free clean-
ups, hanging kitchen towels, and knit 
dishcloths. You can even clean up 
spills without stooping with our cute 
two-sided ladybugs; simply drop the 
pad, terry cloth side down and rub 
it around with your foot. Decorative 
magnets to hold up notes on the 
fridge, microwave bowl holders, 
casserole carriers and so much more 

make life easier. 

For the little ones in your life, be sure 
to pick up some SQUEEZE-UMS. 
At our last sale, every kid wanted 
one. Plastic canvas has been shaped 
and decorated to look like the head 
of a bunny, bear, elephant or other 

animal. When you squeeze one, its 
mouth opens to reveal a treat or 
secret message you’ve placed inside. 
Of course, we have more things for 
kids and babies --stuffed animals, 
doll clothes, bibs, blankets, bath 
mitts and more.

Special handmade cards for Easter, 
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and other 
occasions are a way of marking life's 
milestones. Most of the cards are 
blank inside so you can write your 
own note or add one of the printed 
inserts that we provide. Stock up - we 
make it easy to stay in touch. 

All proceeds will be donated to local 
charities. You can help strengthen 
our community just be shopping, 
but if you want to do more, we 
would love to have you join us to 
make crafts every Wednesday from 
9 to 11 am at the MCA. 

If you can glue, we want you.
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDCOMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDCOMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Cornhole Anyone?
Every Thursday 3-4:30 pm

Anybody can play, only rule is you must  
wipe off the equipment for your  

fellow residents after play.
Email  Susan Weisse 

cbweisse@yahoo.com

FREE SCREENING CLINIC

Friday, March 11

9 AM-11 AM

Call Adept Audiology to sign up

941-312-4781

OTE
Sarasota County 

Elections
Precinct 121 at MCA

March 8
Polls open 7 am-7 pm

See sample ballot & explanations 

of  the issues on MCA website 

News & Resources page. Go to 

drop down Community News.

March 24—8 AM-5 PM
Major insurance accepted,  including Medicaid and Medicare.
To make an appointment call 
941-444-0011

RESIDENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE DROPOFF 
Tuesday, March 22, 9 am-11 am ─ MCA Parking Lot

•  Propane tanks and bottles from  
barbecue grills

•  Fluorescent lamps, compact  
fluorescent lamps and ballasts

•  Mercury-containing items, such as 
thermometers and thermostats

•  Beauty products, EX: nail-polish remover,  
hair perms & alcohol-based perfumes

• Cellular phones

• Computers • Power supplies

• Fax machines • Printers

• Keyboards  • Scanners

• Aerosol Cans, paint thinner & solvents, 
adhesives & glues, paint, cleaners, pool 
chemicals, ferilizers, weed & insect killer

• Motor oil, oil filters, vehicle batteries

COMMON HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTES

Visit MCA website the meadowssarasota.com

• Ammunition, fireworks, 
flares (call your local law 
enforcement agency

• Microwaves & small 
appliances

• Containers larger than five 
gallons

• Medications

• Tires

• Needles or syringes

• Radioacive materials

• No TVs or monitors

WHAT IS NOT ACCEPTED

Our group meets in The Meadows Community Association 
Center, Garden Room, every Saturday morning from 9 am 
to 12 noon.  At present, some members are working on 
lap throws for Tidewell Hospice. Not a quilter?  We have 
members who like to knit, crochet, embroider, do counted 
cross stitch, and needlepoint. Every level of expertise from 
beginners to advanced level artisans.  Join us and express 
your creativity.  

CRAFT & BAKE SALE

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
MARCH 13MARCH 13

Peaceful Meadows Quilt & Needlework Group

SATURDAY  

MARCH 26  

9-2 PM  MCA PATIO

Baked Goods,  

Gourmet Nibbles, 

Unique Gifts,  

Gently Used Treasures  

at Bargain Prices  

and MORE

MEADOWS GARAGE SALE
 Saturday, March 26 

8:00 am – 1:00 pm
TO SIGN UP CALL 941-377-2300 

Meadows single-family homeowners,  
villas and condos may have a garage sale at  

the end of their driveway during the specified hours, for 
this event. Condo association Presidents/Board Members 
are responsible for designating an area at their condos for 

owners to set up. Participants should check with your condo 
or HOA presidents or property managers to confirm if they are 

choosing to participate BEFORE signing up with MCA.

Sign up by March 18  
to be included on the garage sale map

Call your association to make sure they are 
participating before calling to sign up.

Proceeds Donated to Local Charities

SIGN UP TODAY!
Stay up-to-date on the latest news and 

activities and events with  
MCA email updates.

Sign up on the MCA home page by clicking 

on the symbol in the green banner, on the  

upper right hand section of the home page.

MAH JONGG  
Meets Mondays 

9 AM-12 PM

JOIN US IT'S FUN.  

Beginners are welcome

Sign-up by contacting Andrea at  

apapadakis1@yahoo.com

Masks Required.

FREE Tech Support

Need Computer Help?

Call David at 941-404-5585

or email dave@davidstoltie.com 

30 minute sessions

First Thursday of the Month 1pm-4pm

Sign up required. Masks required.

Jim Skinner
Specializing in 

Citrus Tree Pruning and Planting

40+ Years Experience

126 Garden Lane 
Sarasota, FL 34242

941-685-6382     jimskinner266@gmail.com

MEADOWORD  
DEADLINES

The deadline for advertising  
and article insertions into The 

Meadoword is the first Monday, 
one month prior to the month of 

insertion. The deadline for the April 
issue is Monday, March 7. 
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We’ve sold The Meadows since its 
beginnings as a brand new 

development. We believed in the 
The Meadows then – 40 years 

later we are still here marketing 
The Meadows.  It just keeps 

getting better!!!! 
 Call us whether buying, selling or 
renting, you might be surprised 
what your property is worth? 

 EXPERIENCE + SUCCESS + RESULTS 
3590 17TH STREET 

SARASOTA, FL 34235-8908 
 

 
 

“OLD FASHIONED SERVICE” 
EXPERIENCED RENTAL SPECIALISTS WHO KNOW 

 “THE MEADOWS” 
SEASONAL RENTALS, ANNUAL RENTALS, AND MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES. CALL THE EXPERT YOU ALREADY KNOW. 
SHIRLEY CUDDY (941) 321-1549 

***LOOK FOR THE CAR*** 
WE NEED YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY!!!! 

 

 

 KEN COWLES 
 KEN@KENCOWLES.COM 

(941) 302-4152 
 

BOB COWLES 
BOB@ROBERTCOWLES.COM 

(941) 302-4150 
      

 “STOP IN FOR A QUARTERLY REPORT 
 OF RECENT SALES IN THE MEADOWS”

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY TO CHUCK!
Ann Hamman — Hampstead Heath

Before cell phones, astronauts, 
the polio vaccine, the Super 

Bowl or Froot Loops, Chuck 
Younger was born in Flora, IL, on 
Feb. 6, 1932. He was the only child 
of George and Harriet Younger. 

After high school in this town of 
about 5,000, he entered Eastern 
Illinois State College (now Eastern 
Illinois University) in Charleston 
“because my friends were going 
there,” he said. During his 
sophomore year, mutual friends 
introduced him to Mariann Dana. 
“I chased her for two years until 
she caught me,” he said. They were 
married in the Lutheran Church in 
Mt. Pulaski, IL,  her hometown, on 
May 23, 1954. 

After a brief stint teaching 8th 
grade in Mason City, this physics 
major with a bachelor’s degree in 
education, was drafted into the 
Army. For two years he worked 
in counter intelligence, ending up 
at 5th Army Headquarters on the 
south side of Chicago.  From there 
he started working for Illinois Bell in 
several Illinois towns before joining 
Continental Cablevision in 1972. He 
then took a position as Vice President 

of operations for the state of Ohio 
and moved to Findlay, OH, where he 
still lives when not in Sarasota.

Four sons were born to Chuck and 
Mariann: Stephen (Azucena) in 1956; 
Scott in 1958; Paul (Susan) in 1962; 
and Chris (Maribeth) in 1966. Now 
his family includes 10 grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren. 

When Chuck went to the first national  
cable convention early in the industry, 
there were only 200 people there. At 
the last national convention, 10,000 
people were there. “I saw it when it 
was small,” he said.

In Findlay, Chuck became active in 
various organizations: trustee of the 

University of Findlay, president of 
the Arts Council, president of  
the Community Foundation 
(which awards millions of dollar in 
grants to the city and for university 
projects), and the United Way 
Review Committee. He still serves 
on the Finance Committee of the 
Community Foundation.

In the late 1990s, Mariann and Chuck 
started visiting friends in Sarasota.  In 
the fall of 1999, they started looking 
for a place to buy. When they saw a 
villa in Hampstead Heath overlooking 
a pond and the 9th fairway of the 
Meadows course, they said, “Yep! 
That view is perfect.” This is still 
Chuck’s winter home except for last 
year. Sadly Mariann died in 2016.

What does he like about The 
Meadows? “We’ve had good 
neighbors. I like the ability to walk and 
not face the ice and snow. I can golf at 
various courses nearby,” he said. 

The couple attended plays at the Osolo 
and various programs at the Van Wezel. 

   Yes, we have had other neighbors 
who have lived to 90 and past that 
age. Longtime resident Betty Johnson 
is in her 98th year. In January, our 
beloved neighbor, Shireen Schlagel, 
died at well over age 90.

What is the secret to reaching age 90? 
“Gin and cigars,” Chuck quipped. His 
son, Paul, said, “In spite of.” My take 
is his four times a day walks with his 
dog, Rusty, (and other dogs before 
that), his active interest in national and 
world affairs, reading and his close 
family ties. About 20 family members 
were here for the week of Chuck”s 
birthday where they relaxed, visited 
and reserved a local Italian restaurant 
for a festive birthday dinner. 

We are very glad you found your 
winter home here, Chuck, and we are 
very happy to enjoy your friendship!

BEST KEPT  
2022 Spring Awards
May 2-5

Criteria for Judging:

Single Family Homes  
and Associations Qualify!

Excellent Maintenance

Creative Landscaping

Curb Appeal

Winners will receive a  
check and be highlighted  
in The Meadoword.

Jerry Bernier-Best Kept Chair

The Meadows, Hub of Sarasota

Dick Plumb, 24 years Full-time 
Resident, Specializing in listing & 
selling homes in “The Meadows”. 
Call Anytime Direct 941-266-2512 
SarasotaHomes@DickPlumb.com  
Horizon Realty International

SALES 
Sales 2022 & 2021

Median Sale Price 
Condominium Sales

Med Condo Sale Price 
House Sales

Med House Sale Price 
For sale on the 31st

Property Pending 
Listing Supply

THE MEADOWS 
↓2022 (16)  2021 (19)

↑$300,000 $262,000 
↓2022 (14)  2021 (15)

↑$287,950 $230,000 
↓2022 (02)  2021 (04)

↑$476,750 $413,500 
↓2022 (03)  2021 (13)

↓2022 (27) 2021 (52) 
↓2022 (0.2) 2021(0.7)

SARASOTA COUNTY 
↓2022 (911  ) 2021 (954)

↑$416,000     $310,000 
↓2022 (334)   2021 (380)

↑$350,000     $269,500 
↑2022 (577)   2021 (574)

↑$462,500     $335,000 
↓2022 (489)   2021 (1348)

↓2022 (1372) 2021 2034) 
↓2022 (0.5)     2021 (1.4)

Resales ending the months of January 2022 and 
January 2021 In The Meadows & Sarasota County 

Contact me 
any time if 
you’d like a 
conÞdential  

property 
analysis.

 

 

 

            SHIRLEY CUDDY 
         RENTING & SELLING  
            THE MEADOWS 
        FOR OVER 30 YEARS! 
        CELL: (941) 321-1549 

RENTALS NEEDED!!!! 
YOU CAN TRUST ME TO 

MANAGE YOUR PROPERTY! 
I HAVE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
LEASING BOTH ANNUAL AND 

SEASONAL PROPERTIES IN THE 
MEADOWS. 

***CALL ME NOW*** 
I PAY ATTENTION TO THE 

DETAILS MAXIMIZING YOUR 
INVESTMENT AND MINIMIZING  

THE HASSLES. 
941-954-4443 

 

 

Bay Road  
Animal  

Hospital 
East  

  AAHA Accredited          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      PRACTICE HOURS: 
        Monday – Friday: 
       7:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
      Saturday & Sunday: 
               CLOSED 

Beautiful new 
location on the  

corner of 
17th Street &  

Honore Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5292 17th Street 
Sarasota, FL 34235 

941.378.1236 
 

 

 
 

New clients and  
patients are always  
welcome (including 

dogs, cats, birds, and 
exotics) 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicole Tisdale, DVM 
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Is March 27, 2022 circled on your calendar? There was a time when it would have been a red-letter day for many of 
us.  The date of the Academy Awards was eagerly awaited and Oscar selections were hotly debated among  
movie lovers – which was just about everybody in the days before there were small screen alternatives to the  
movie theater.

 It was often a love born in childhood during Saturday matinees at the ubiquitous local theaters like the Alpine 
Theater in Chester, WV where I spent my allowance every week.  For 15 cents admission and 10 cents for popcorn, 
I happily watched a newsreel, a cartoon, a serial, and two feature films – cowboy films with Roy Rogers if I was 
lucky.  In pre-tv days those moving figures on the screen seemed magical.  Little did I know that half a world away 
Vinay Chander had experienced the same Movie Magic.

but nobody had to stand up.   

The action started with a newsreel 
in black and white as all movies 
were in the early forties.   War was 
the big news. For kids, war was 
not an interesting item; it could 
be scary too.  You watch soldiers 
shooting, bombs exploding, and 
soldiers dying.  Next came previews 
of two or three upcoming movies.  
In some theatres where they showed 
movies from UK and USA, they had 
cartoons like Donald Duck which 
were fun and interesting and made 
us laugh.

My dad liked both Hindi and 
English movies.  He was quite 
liberal in exposing us to this magical 
medium.  Many of Dad’s friends 
did not allow their children to go 
to movies until they were in high 
school.  Our restriction was that we 
could go to movies on weekends and 
holidays in the daytime if we had 
finished our homework. Our dad 
took us to some fun movies where 
we would go into fits of laughter 
watching antics of Laurel and Hardy 
and Bud Abbott and Lou Costello   
We had a disaster one time when 
my little sister emptied her bladder 
while laughing.

We were even allowed to go with 
our maid to see religious movies 
on some religious holidays.  These 
were movies based on stories from 
“Ramayana“ and “Mahabharat” 

two religious epics in Hinduism.   
Our maid told us these fascinating 
stories, took us to the temple and 
introduced us to this world.  We 
loved to see the deities (which 
were worshipped in the temple), as 
real persons on the screen.  They 
looked so real and alive that we 
were spellbound.  The stories of 
Krishna, Shiva and Rama in their 
beautiful celestial garb, decked 
with jewels and crowns and their 
magical transformations were 
fascinating.  We watched them 
with awe and reverence. One of my 
younger sisters cried when one of 
the characters was hurt or died.  We 
had to carry a big handkerchief to 
wipe her torrent of tears and give 
her candy to muffle her sobs.   

My addiction to movies and my 
determination to get my way, got 
me in trouble sometimes. When 
I was 9 years old, my aunt and 
uncle visited us in Lahore for a few 
days.  My dad arranged for them 
to see SIKANDAR (Iranian for 
Alexander) a movie in Hindi based 
on Alexander’s visit to India and his 
battles to conquer India.  I asked 
my dad if I could go to the movie 
too because I had heard of the story.  
He said, “No,” even though it was 
a matinee on a week-end.  Then he 
got busy with his work.

The movie theatre was only one Km 
from our place and I knew the route 
well. I arrived at the theatre a few 

Memoir Writing Group
Liz Barnett — Memoir Group Chair
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CALL TODAY
941-371-4139

5401 Palmer Boulevard Sarasota, FL 34232

Custom Window Coverings &  
Custom Draperies

Treatments for Every Room

Silhouette Blinds & Roller Shades

Customized Designs for Your Home

Your Full Service Window Company

Movie Magic
Vinay Chander

When the lights were out and 
the darkness surrounded us, 

I was transported into a magical 
world and forgot what existed 
outside the bounds of the  
Cinema House. 

I was introduced to this beautiful 
magical world by my dad when I 
was no more than five.   Children 
over four years old were allowed 
to go to the movies if they were 
accompanied by adults.  Children 
under 10 did not need a ticket.  The 
cinema had three categories of 
tickets.  The cheapest seats were 
in the first 10-12 rows, the rest of 
the hall was the second category of 
more expensive seats.  The third was 
the best seats on the upper level in 
the Balcony and the Boxes. My dad 
always got the best seats because he 
knew many of the managers of the 
movie theatres in Lahore (now in 
Pakistan).  He was a movie fan and 
also their dentist.  He was often sent 
complimentary tickets, and when we 
arrived at the theater the manager 
came to shake hands and welcome 
him. 

On our arrival, it was always noisy 
with people looking for the best 
seats and vendors trying to sell their 
wares (candies, popcorn, chips) 
before the place went dark.  There 
was excitement in the air.  There 
was a sudden silence when the lights 
were switched off.  Pre-Partition, 
they played “God save the Queen,” 

Everyone has a story to tell. A story that others want to hear. A story worth 
preserving. Join the Memoir Group and share your story.

Taking place across two 
continents, The Lost Girls of 

Paris (Park Row; Original edition 
January 29, 2019) begins in 1946 
Manhattan with the discovery of 
an abandoned suitcase. Curiosity 
leads Grace Healey not only to open 
the bag but to pilfer the envelope of 
photographs she finds inside.

Grace is a war widow of sorts, having 
lost her husband when he was 
killed in a car accident just before 
being deployed to Europe. She finds 
herself quite unsettled, working pro 
bono for an attorney, and looking for 
a new direction in her life. 

Investigating her find leads Grace 
to discover the “Special Operations 
Executive,” a British agency that 
assigned female secret agents to 
covert operations in Occupied 
France during World War II. Pam 
Jenoff was inspired by true heroics 
of agents and made the stories of 
these courageous women central to 
her novel. 

Jenoff has said that she often sets 
her books during WWII as it is “a 
fertile era for exploring human 
themes such as guilt and sacrifice, 
loyalty, betrayal and redemption.” 
These themes are at the heart of The 
Lost Girls of Paris. 

Pam Jenoff holds a degree in 
international affairs from George 
Washington University, a degree 
in history from Cambridge, and a 
Juris Doctor from The University 
of Pennsylvania. Her novels are 
inspired by her experiences working 
at the Pentagon as Special Assistant 
to the Secretary of the Army and as 
a diplomat for the State Department 

handling Holocaust issues in Poland. 
She lives with her husband and three 
children near Philadelphia. She 
teaches law at Rutgers University. 

Pam is the author of several books 
of historical fiction including 
The Orphan’s Tale, and The 
Kommandant's Girl, which was 
an international bestseller and 
nominated for a Quill award. She 
also wrote The Diplomat's Wife, The 
Ambassador's Daughter, Almost 
Home, A Hidden Affair, and The 
Things We Cherished. 

Please join the discussion of The 
Lost Girls of Paris on Wednesday, 
March 9 at 11:30 am and for our 
annual lunch and book selection. 
Reservations are required, email: 
MeadowsBookClubRSVP@gmail.
com. Tuesday, March 1st, is the 
reservation deadline. Plans at the 
are to meet in person, but that, of 
course, could change. If the meeting 
must be held on ZOOM, a link will 
be sent to book club members. To 
add your name to the book club 
membership list please send your 
name and contact information to 
MeadowsBookClubRSVP@gmail.
com.

The Lost Girls of Paris
Geraldine “Jerry” Bernier—The Meadows Book Club February Preview

Peggy.Roberts@cbrealty.com

941.357.7255 | PeggySellsSarasota.com

Who better
to market your home?

I live here.

5-Star Rating

Traditional Service | Progressive Marketing | Unparalleled Results

Peggy Roberts, REALTOR®

Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC

Anne Swartz, Preneed Counselor
941-993-0024

Resident of The Meadows 20+ Years

www.internationalcremation.com

• Cremation and Burial 
• Personalized Options
• Zero Interest Payments
• Local & Global Coverage
• Veteran Discounts
• Meadows Resident 

Discounts*

Call Today for a FREE Consultation

minutes before the starting time. 
I was under ten so did not need a 
ticket for entry. I went straight up 
to the balcony and waited for my 
aunt and uncle to arrive.  As soon 
as I saw them at the entrance door, 
I presented myself and gave my 
aunt a big hug.  She was surprised 
by my sudden arrival, but before 
she could say anything, the usher 
said, “Is this child with you?” My 
aunt nodded Yes.  They showed 
their tickets and went in with me.

I thoroughly enjoyed the movie. 
I was absorbed in the action and 
the excellent performances by 
Alexander, Porus and Aristotle 
and quite oblivious of the 
consequences of my misdemeanor. 
Then my punishment for 
disobedience came -- a ban on 
going to the movies for two 
months. This was the worst 
sentence and one for which there 
was no parole!!!!

Movie Magic continued
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Residential and Commercial Laundry Repair
Pressure Washing & Cleaning

30 Years of Experience
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JOE TIEMAN
Meadows Resident

217-556-9507
 PAINTING      GUTTER CLEANING
 GARAGE CLEANING    EXTERIOR CLEANING
 WEED REMOVAL    WINDOW WASHING

FREE ESTIMATE

JT SERVICES

Steven Verdelli
Personal Concierge

617-922-4714 
A Meadows Resident

Grocery & Personal Shopping  Wait For Service  
Move Organizing  Appointment Scheduling  
Home Checks  Pet Walking  Airport Runs  

Entertainment and Travel Planning  
Geriatric Care Medical Appointment Companion

$25/hr 2 hour minimum

LET DEBRA DO IT!
Shopping, Organizing, Rides

Whatever You Need Done

856-266-3893 
Debragrace@aol.com 
Call, Text or Email

Trustworthy, Efficient, Reliable

Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Florida Medicaid 
Program. Enrollment in Freedom Health depends on contract renewal.   H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Medicare Advantage
HMO Plans

Maria Bratton
Benefi t Consultant

Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Cell: 941-248-7674  
E: mbratton@freedomh.com
Offi ce: 941-248-7674
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/TDD: 711    M-F 8am-8pm

Subscription Rates

The subscription rate for The Meadoword reflects a cost 
due to recent increases in postage, labor, and materials:

USA  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2 .00 per month

Canada  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3 .50 per month

Europe   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $6 .25 per month 

Submission Guidelines
Articles and Monthly Columns
We welcome submissions from our 
Meadows residents for publication in  
The Meadoword. Articles should be of 
general interest to the community. 

We copy edit all articles for accuracy, 
content, style, and length and will not 
publish articles that contain offensive 
material or inaccurate information.  
Articles must be received by deadline for 
publication in the following month’s edition. 

All submissions are published at the 
discretion of the editor and the MCA.

THE MEADOWORD
Publisher, MCA: Frances Rippcondi,  
MCA General Manager

Editor-in Chief/Creative Director: Tia Calomeris

MEADOWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
2004 Longmeadow
Sarasota, Florida 34235
Phone 377-2300 • Fax 377-2248 
marketing@meadowsca.com

Services & Classifieds continued… MCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jan Lazar, President 
Bob Clark, Vice President 
Fernando Viteri, Treasurer 
Marilyn Maleckas, Secretary 
Amy MacDougall
Tom Pound
Mark Pienkos
Paul Easley 
Susan Gaynor

COMMITTEES 
Assembly of Property Owners 
Mike Mazur, Chair 
Jan Lazar, Liaison

Best Kept 
Jerry Bernier, Chair 
Mark Pienkos, Liaison

Capital Planning and Finance

Marilyn Maleckas, Co-Chair 
Jan Lazar, Co-Chair

Communications 
Tia Calomeris, Chair 
Marilyn Maleckas, Liaison

Community Activities and 
Involvement 
Kathy Easley, Chair 
Tom Pound, Liaison

Emergency Preparedness 
Mike Mazur, Chair 
Paul Easley, Liaison

Finance and Budget 
Fernando Viteri, Chair

Garden Club 
Melanie Babineau, Chair

Long Range Planning 
Marilyn Maleckas, Co-chair 
Bob Clark, Co-Chair

The Library 
Marilyn Schmal, Chair

Maintenance 
Jo Evans & Mark Pienkos, Co-chairs 
Mark Pienkos, Liaison

Most Improved 
Lesley Totten, Chair

Personnel 
Susan Gaynor, Chair

Standards and Restrictions 
Bob Clark, Chair

Safety 
Amy MacDougall, Chair

Water & Wildlife 
Dr. Robert Hueter, Chair 
Amy McDougal, Liaison

HANDYMAN

Todd, Handymann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-228-7907 
tflorand@gmail.com

HOUSEKEEPING

Residential Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-256-5983 
tanita567@hotmail.com

Classic Cleaning by Cocoa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-377-2538

HOME WATCH

Home Watch SRQ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-500-5501 
info@homewatchsrq.com 
homewatchsrq.com

LANDSCAPING

Jim Skinner Citrus Pruning, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-685-6382 
Planting & Consulting  
jimskinner266@gmail.com

Victoria’s Garden Landscaping  . . . . . . . . . . . .941-350-2566

MISCELLANEOUS

MDS Carpet and Tile Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-358-6355 
mdscarpet@verizon.net 
mdscarpet.com

Gutter Cleaning by Mike . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-377-2538

PAINTING

Phil's Painting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-400-1071 
ptaklonis@aol.com

PET CARE

Theresa's Pet Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-284-0076 
tpuff.dragon@gmail.com

TECH SUPPORT/HELP

David Stoltie–The Patient Trainer . . . . . . . . . .941-404-5585
dave@davidstoltie.com 
thepatienttrainer.com

Pegatronics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .941-735-3362 
pegatronics@hotmail.com 
pegatronics.com

HOMES FOR RENT HOMES FOR RENT HOME FOR SALE

KATHLEEN 
NIEDOSPIAL 
Realtor, GRI

My priority 
is you!

SCAN ME TO SEE 
MY PROPERTIES

ITEMS FOR SALE

SARASOTA
RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES, LLC

PH:  941-900-9398
OWNER: DON HUBIAK

FULLY INSURED / REGISTERED LICENSED BUSINESS

PRESSURE CLEANING  •  INTERIOR PAINTING
TREE TRIMMING

Your Complete Home Services Business

Furnished villa. 2B-2B with enclosed 

garage, lanai facing golf course. 

Board approval required.  

732-966-4115

For Rent Lovely 2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

facing lovely golf course view.  No 

Pets. By month or longer. Starting 

April 1, 2022. By owner  

Call 941-320-0502

Furnished Villa, 2B-2B 2 car garage 

golf and lake view No pets. Available. 

Start April 1, 2022 614-371-3490.  

614-270-0342

Weybridge 2/2 1st floor end unit 

condo for rent. 2022 months & 2023 

Jan-April 4 month rental. Updated 

and private, steps to pool. Email 

tkey2626@gmail.com for more  

info + pictures.

Beautiful, fully furnished, 2nd 

floor 2/2 condo Pinebrook Hollow. 

Private, garden-like view. No pets. No 

smoking. Available 4/15-12/15. One 

month minimum but prefer longer 

term tenant. Cost dependent on term. 

Call or text Gina (262) 719-3467 or 

ghaenisch@wi.rr.com.

Beautiful 2B/2B condo for rent in 

Wedgewood Lake, The Meadows. 

Includes water/sewer, electric up 

to $80 month, basic cable. Annual 

tenant. Turnkey furnished. Lake  

& golf course view, $1,800 per month. 

Available April 2022. Marilyn  

941-685-8553 mcfendi1@hotmail.com

FOR SALE by UK owner, $510,00, 

lovely 3 BR/2 B, 2,000 sq. ft. single 

story Meadows Family Home with 

pool overlooking beautiful golf 

course view. One minute walk from 

Meadows Shopping Village. Home 

viewings between 15-28 April. Email 

chrismellor14@hotmail.com for 

appointment & photos.

Scout Spitfire 4-Wheel Electric 

Scouter. Like new. Low Hours. 

$850.00. N-Scale model train parts. 

Tracks; controllers; etc. Over $800 

new. Make offer. Meadows resident. 

941-957-8489

 
Garage space wanted.  Long term 
Meadows resident seeking garage 
for auto.  Mid May to mid October.  
Dates Flexible.  Call 941-371-4783

Wanted to Rent: May 2022 - January 
1, 2023, enclosed garage to store 
Florida auto, small SUV. Contact 
Carol 262-914-0299

WANTED TO BUY a 2BR unit in The 
Meadows. I am currently renting 
here. I am a cash buyer and can close 
at your convenience. This is a serious 
inquiry.  Best Regard, Linda Hegland 
612-386-7570

WANTED TO RENT: 2 or 3 bedroom, 
February and March, possibly 
January 2023. We have 13 year old 
32lb dog. Ellen Hammer  
315-569-0532

Looking for furnished 2/BR, 2/B Condo 
or villa for Feb + March 2023 by curent 
Meadows renters. Non-smokers-no 
pets . Ref. available 717-448-5374, 
email KMSALS@comcast.net

WANTED TO RENT/BUY
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MARCH CALENDAR

Dates and times are subject to change. 
Sign up for MCA Constant Contact email updates for the latest on  

activities and events or visit themeadowssarasota.org/mca-events/.
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DATE TIME ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/MEETINGS 

   March 3 1-4 pm Tech Support with David Stolti

March 8 8:30 am Precinct #121 Voting  

March 10 1 -2 pm MCA Board Meeting

March 11 9-11 am Adept Audiology

March 14 7 pm MCA Annual Meeting

March 16 4-5:30 pm Assembly of Property Owners Meeting

March 22 9 am -11 am Hazardous Waste Pick-up at MCA

March 24 8 am-5 pm OnSpot Dermatology

March 26 8:00 am-1:00 pm Garage Sale (Maps will be available at MCA) 
 9:00 am-2:00 pm Craft and Bake Sale MCA Patio
 

CLUBS

Book Club   2nd Wednesday, 2 pm

Bridge   Wednesdays, 12:30 pm – 4 pm 
     Contact Susan Ritchay at  
     susanritchay70@gmail.com

Cornhole   Every thursday, 3-4:30 pm

Craft Club    Wednesdays, 9 - 11 am

Duplicate Bridge  Fridays, 12:30 pm – 4 pm 
    Contact Jack Harwood Jharwood222@verizon.net

Duplicate Bridge  Saturdays, 1 pm-4 pm 
    Contact Dot Boulia mcaduplicate@gmail.com  
    or call  919-380-0629

Hot Stove League 2nd Tuesday of Every Month, 9-11 am

Mah Jongg   Mondays, 9 am – 12 pm

Meadows Sailing Association Tuesday 1-3 pm

Meadowlarks Poetry Group  Second & fourth Fridays each month 
    10 am-Noon

Peaceful Quilting &   Saturdays, 9 am- 12 pm 
Needlepoint Group

 Times, dates and locations are subject to change. See the MCA website for the complete list of clubs and activities.


