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Our Vision
To be known as a wellmaintained, welcoming,
safe community with
up-to-date housing,
activities and services
designed to meet the
needs of all residents.

Our Mission
To preserve the property
values, ambiance
and vitality of our
community.
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Information Through
Questions & Answers
Jan Lazar—MCA Board Past President

A

s we begin the new year, we
would like to go over some
frequently asked questions. While
we try to get information out to
everyone, with the number of new
permanent residents and seasonal
people, it is difficult to assure that
everyone has had the opportunity
to get the information. So, if these
are repeats for many of you, please
help pass the information on when
you have new neighbors.

TRAFFIC ON LONGMEADOW
QUESTION- Why don’t we put
gates on Longmeadow to stop
cut through traffic?

ANSWER-There are a number of
factors that control placement of
gates coming from public roads.
Even putting aside the substantial
cost of gates, which require
considerable annual repair as they
are often broken, there are several
access issues and legal issues
stemming from State law. A gate
has to be at least five car lengths
back from the right of way, have
room for a vehicle including a
truck to turn around if not able
to enter, and would require ALL
owners to approve to change to
gated. Also, gates would back
traffic up and block entrances to
some condo areas.

QUESTION-Isn’t there a way
to stop cut through traffic on
Longmeadow?

ANSWER-Practically speaking,
no. The 3,476 homes, Shopping
Village, two public golf courses,
Country Club, graduated living
facility and nursing home all
have regular traffic coming into
The Meadows. We have literally
thousands of vehicles coming in
to The Meadows. Think lawn
services, pool services, delivery
services, repair services, golfers,
visitors to residents, County
vehicles, trash and recycling,
roofers, installers, pavers, tree
services and on and on. All
of this traffic has a legitimate
reason to be on our streets and

there is no way to distinguish
legitimate traffic from the
minority that have no valid
reason to enter The Meadows.

QUESTION- Can we put
roundabouts on Longmeadow?

ANSWER-Roundabouts require
space wider than our roadways.
We would have to attempt to
deal with changes to utility lines,
drainage, and other easements, as
well as right-of-way requirements.
As private roads, ours do not have
the type of volume roundabouts
are intended to move. Such a
change would be very difficult and
very expensive if it could be done
at all. And since roundabouts are
designed to make traffic move
more easily, it seems that they
would do the exact opposite of
slowing traffic or discouraging any
cut through traffic.

easier from both sides?

ANSWER -The Meadows has
very little control over access on
to Honore as it is totally under
County control.
QUESTION- Do we know when
or what type of changes the
County plans for Honore?
Does MCA have a position on
changes?

ANSWER -Not specifically, but
there are various widening plans
in their long range plan.
The MCA opposes making
Honore four lanes through The
Meadows due to safety concerns
and the impact of splitting the
community when facilities are on
both sides of Honore.

ASSESSMENT

RENASSIANCE ACCESS PLAN
QUESTION - Why doesn’t the
Renaissance Access Program
allow much more play on the
Meadows Course?

ANSWER -The Renaissance
Access Program is a contracted
access for recreational services
from The Meadows County Club.
The Club is privately owned with
several levels of membership at
differing dues levels and fees.
What is offered is negotiated
between the MCA and the Club.

QUESTION-As owners, why
doesn’t MCA require the Club to
allow various added access.
ANSWER-The MCA is the
LANDLORD, not the owner. Club
members pay an aggregate of
approximately $3 million in dues
plus fees for their privileges.
QUESTION -Will there be
changes to the Renaissance
Access Plan in the future.

ANSWER-Yes, like other service
contracts, terms are periodically
renegotiated.

HONORE
QUESTION- What can be done
to make access on to Honore

QUESTION - Will there
continue to be increases in
annual assessments.
ANSWER-Yes, as presented in
the capital plan when we bought
the 300+ acres and buildings
now leased to the Club, and
undertook The Renaissance Plan
to reinvigorate The Meadows
including the building of our
new Community Lifestyle and
Wellness Facility, we committed
to a ten-year plan to pay all the
costs of the new building, other
capital improvements and the
property acquisition. Increases
will be at the approximate level of
this year’s increase.
QUESTION- What is the
average monthly MCA
assessment?
ANSWER-Approximately
$100 per month which pays for
streets, sidewalks, walking trails,
landscaping and maintenance
of common areas and water
features, lighting, all of our
many programs, safety, debt
services, and administration and
enforcement of our community
standards. Your individual
assessment will be higher or lower
depending on the assessed value
of your property.
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Making The Meadows
Vision a Reality
Frances Rippcondi—MCA General Manager

I

t’s hard to imagine that another
fiscal year has come and gone. For
those who may not be aware, The
Meadows Community Association's
(MCA's) fiscal year starts March 1st,
ends the last day in February and is
the perfect time to reflect on the past
year’s achievements and recognize
those who made it possible – our
volunteers.
We are fortunate to have a Board
of Directors, committee members
and volunteers who dedicate their
time and expertise in order to make
a difference in our community.
Without the continual support,
vision and hard work from these
individuals and the dedication of
the MCA’s staff, the Renaissance
of The Meadows would not be as
successful as it is today. Each year
we depend on our volunteers to
carry forward the MCA’s vision
in order to make our community
the best place to live. Here’s
a recap of the most significant
accomplishments of the past year.

•

deck/dining at Centre Court Lounge
has been completed and provides
ample opportunity to dine outdoors
under the mature oak trees.

Dog Park
Open for business−For six month
Canine Commons has been open
and has over 337 dogs registered
enjoying the "off the leash" freedom
of the great outdoors. If you have
a dog, or you like watching them
play, it’s the ideal place to meet
new friends.

Other Improvements
Other improvements completed
have also ranged from; repairing
bridges exhibiting signs of
structural decline, painting the
interior of the MCA building,
adding additional parking for
the new community facility and
surrounding venues, repairing
Meadows Community Center
roof, to adding trees and aquatic
vegetation to the community.

WE GAINED NATIONAL
RECOGNITION
The Meadows received national
recognition by the New York Times
being named 3rd most popular
place to live for those who wish
to leave the snow behind and was
ranked 6th in the nation by Redfin,
a national real estate firm, as one of
America’s Hottest Neighborhoods.

We Experienced Record
Breaking Home Sales
It is evident that even with home
prices skyrocketing there is a
burning desire to move to The
Meadows and lay down roots. In
2021-22 there were over 370 homes
that changed ownership in The
Meadows with homes only being
on the market for a few days, hours
and many receiving multiple offers.

We Received Over 400
Architectural Applications

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Meadows Community
Lifestyle & Wellness
Facility
By far the most notable project, is
The Meadows Community Lifestyle
and Wellness Facility. We started
conceptual development in 2019,
engineering and architectural
drawings in 2020, followed by
permitting and construction in 2021
and the completion of the building,
scheduled for summer 2022.
This project has spanned several
years and illustrates the MCA’s
commitment to bring a modernized
updated facility to The Meadows for
community meetings, events, and
activities.

Outside Deck/Dining
Expansion at Centre Court
Lounge
The newly renovated and expanded

INNOVATIVE EVENTS
AND ACTIVITIES
A community is more than homes,
roads and infrastructure. A thriving
community provides the opportunity
to connect with neighbors, socialize,
and participate in events.

Resdients nested and invested
in The Meadows as they made
enhancements to their associations
and homes. Each architectural
application represents an exterior
improvements such as landscaping,
painting, roofing, lighting and/or
pavers, which increase both your
individual property values and the
overall value of The Meadows.

This past year we lit up our lifestyle.
Whether you attended the Greatest
Show on Earth, Mix and Mingles,
Holiday Parties or Danced the
night away there was something for
everyone.
•

What’s Next: With my team’s
capacity for creativity there is
no end to the innovative ideas.
Next year, you can expect fun
filled events and activities such
as The Meadows 5K Walk,
New Homeowners' Luncheons,
Continued Learning Lectures,
Pop Up Concerts and more,
utilizing our new venues and the
beautiful outdoor environment.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Past years’ health care challenges
inspired The Meadows to bring
preventative care to the community.
Therefore, the MCA offered both flu
and COVID vaccine clinics, OnSpot
Dermatology and Adept Audiology
as a way of bringing health care
services conveniently to your
door step.

What’s Next: We are
planning to grow our health
care program and collaborate
with various organizations to
bring events, webinars and
lectures on preventative care
to The Meadows.

EMBRACING OUR
ENVIRONMENT
The beauty of our environment,
open space and abundance
of trees is the reason why so
many residents are drawn to
The Meadows. Therefore, it’s
important that we give back and
protect the land that has given us
so much.
This past year the MCA together
with the Water and Wildlife
Committee planted over 1,800
aquatic plants in a variety of
ponds throughout The Meadows.
These beneficial plants, create
wildlife habitats, slow erosion and
filter out harmful chemical and
fertilizers from stormwater runoff
entering our ponds.
•

What’s Next: The committee
has applied for grant funding
through START (Solutions
Against Red Tide) and the
Sarasota Bay Estuary Grant
Program. Any monies granted
from these organizations will
afford us the opportunity
to further eco-beautify The
Meadows.

My team and I look forward to
working with the community. We
understand that there is never a
shortage of items to be attended
to and it is our goal to continue to
advance the Renaissance of The
Meadows forward in order to make
The Meadows vision a reality.
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Meet The New MCA Board of Directors
OFFICERS

FERNANDO VITERI
SECRETARY

BOB CLARK
PRESIDENT

MARILYN MALECKAS
VICE PRESIDENT

FERNANDO VITERI

BOB CLARK

MARILYN MALECKAS

Fernando and his wife, Victoria,
have been residents of The
Meadows since 1990. He has a
Bachelor of Science in Finance
and Information and Decision
Sciences. He has been in the
Information Technology field
for 20 years with construction,
legal, web and medical market
applications and project
management responsibilities
in North America and Europe.
Since 2004, Fernando has been a
real estate agent with Sotheby’s
International Realty. He is ranked
as one of the top agents in the
Sarasota metropolitan area.

Bob and Jan have enjoyed living
in The Meadows since 2013.
Previously they lived in Vandalia,
Ohio and Breckenridge, Colorado.
Bob’s career spanned 43 years in
manufacturing and Jan was an
attorney specializing in charitable
giving.

Marilyn has been a Meadows
resident for 28 years and
has served on The Meadows
Community Association (MCA)
Board as president, vice president
and secretary. She is currently a
volunteer Chair of the MCA Capital
Planning and Finance Committee,
a member of the Strategic
Planning Working Group and is
a board liaison from the MCA to
The Meadows Country Club. She
has also served on The Meadows
Country Club Board of Governors
as Secretary, and the Social and
Food and Beverage Committee
Chair. She has volunteered with
Saint Jude Finance Committee, St.
Jude Gala Fundraising Committee,
Senior Friendship Center Gala,
Fundraising Committee Chair,
and on special projects within the
MCA. Her career at Honeywell
spanned several disciplines
including marketing, strategic
planning, communications, and
project management. Marilyn’s
real estate knowledge contributes
to her support of property values
through the renaissance of the
community.

Fernando has served on the MCA
Board of Directors for five years.
He has served on the board as
Treasurer and as a Director.
Fernando is also the Chair of The
Finance Committee.

This is his second term serving
on the MCA Board. While on
the Board, Bob’s positions have
included Secretary and Vice
President. He has also served as
Chair of the Standards Committee.
Past board and community service
include 40 years on the board
of the Dayton Boy’s and Girl’s
Club, 30 years on the board of the
Dayton Region Manufacturers
Association, 12 years on the board
of the Tri-River Health Care
Coalition, Vice President of his
HOA board in Breckenridge and
Chair of the Dayton Foundation/
DRMA Diversity Project.
He did his undergraduate and
graduate studies at Ohio State
University and is pleased to have
had the honor of serving the
Meadow’s community.

STAN MISKA
TREASURER

STANLEY MISKA, JR.
Stan and his wife, Jennifer, are 20
year residents of Sarasota. They
became very familiar with The
Meadows, as his mother, sister
and son all have been part of the
community. When they sold their
Bird Key home in 2019, they made
The Meadows their permanent
home. Over their forty-year
marriage they have also lived in
Connecticut, Rhode Island and
Pennsylvania.
Stan currently serves on the MCA
Finance Committee and is on the
Board at Wallace Ave Association.
Stan graduated from American
University, Washington, D.C. with
a degree in Finance and Political
Science. With over 30 years at
Merrill Lynch/Bank of America,
Stan has extensive experience in
finance and leadership. His career
responsibilities included managing a
business with personnel, budgeting,
real estate, expense management,
client satisfaction and investment
supervision.

Directors

MARK PIENKOS
DIRECTOR

AMY MACDOUGALL
DIRECTOR

TOM POUND
DIRECTOR

SUSAN GAYNOR
DIRECTOR

PAUL EASLEY
DIRECTOR
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WE CALL THE MEADOWS HOME

Architectural
Review

How lucky can we be?

February Approved Applications
Bob Clark—Standards Chair

W

hile I am writing this I am
monitoring the news from
Europe that has caused the world
to watch in horror as some crazed
despot has made up a phony excuse
to invade a peaceful democratic
nation. Because of our publishing
deadlines, the eventual outcome is
unknown at this time, but I hope
the bravery of the Ukrainians will
somehow be rewarded in the end.
We are so fortunate to be able to
live in this quiet little piece of green
beauty known as The Meadows.
Compared to what is going on
in Europe it seems insignificant
for us to do the little things that
enhance our lives here. How easy
it is to make our home a great
place to live by our individual
actions like picking up after our
dogs, exhibiting courtesy on our
rec trails, making our neighbors
pleased to live next to us and in
general enjoying the wonders of the
natural beauty that surrounds us.
The original developer of The
Meadows knew he had created
something special and was wise
enough to set up standards
intended to protect what was

created for future generations. This
process has continued to work well
and, in spite of the fact that it can
sometimes seem controlling, the
overall results speak for themselves.
One of the most misunderstood
areas of the standards approval
process relates to the regulations

If you have removed a tree in the
past and have not yet replaced
it, the rainy season is coming
up which would be an excellent
time to complete the process. An
Architectural Review should be
turned in prior to planting the new
tree so that you can receive credit
for completing the obligation that
was agreed to when the removal
was approved. A list of suggested
replacement trees can be found
in The Meadows Rules and
Regulations on the MCA web site.

A lot has happened in our
community over the past four years
with the objective of enhancing
the quality of life in The Meadows.
The pride you have shown in our
community has been rewarded by
The Meadows becoming one of the
premier places to live in Sarasota.
The Meadows places on the
removal of trees. Our beautiful trees Congratulations and keep up the
are one of the features that sets our good work.
community apart and we work hard
to preserve them for the enjoyment As always, thank you to our
many volunteers, the standards
of everyone. To remove a tree,
Committee and the hard working
you must submit an application
staff of the MCA. There is a reward
for Architectural Review and, if
for good work and it shows.
that application is approved, a
similar tree must be planted as a
replacement.

4584 Arborfield Rd
Chatsworth Greene Condo Assn
Hadfield Greene Condo Assn
The Meadows Center for Nursing
& Healing
Wedgewood Lake Condo Assn
4502 Glebe Farm Rd
2729 Goodwood Ct
4441 Highland Oaks Cir
4259 Highlands Bridge Rd
4291 Highlands Bridge Rd
2829 Wrenwood Ct
2443 Arborfield Sq
Wedgewood Lake Condo Assn
2443 Arborfield Sq
3401 Highlands Bridge Rd
2984 Longleat Woods
4770 Ringwood Meadow
3105 Ringwood Meadow
4847 Greywood Lane
5082 Marsh Field Rd
5683 Sheffield Greene Cir
Sandleheath Condo Assn
2913 Heather Bow
2914 Heather Bow
5268 Everwood Run
5315 Everwood Run
4760 Marsh Field Rd
4068 Penshurst Park
4914 Waterbridge Down

Assembly Committee
Mike Mazur—Assembly Chair

A

n integral part of what we do
with the Assembly of Property
Owners is to provide the volunteer
leadership of the 52 condominium
and homeowner associations in
The Meadows with a program of
education and information that
provides tools to assist them in
providing outstanding leadership
to their individual communities.
Our March 16 program was
Community Care with a focus
on off-season preparation
including the importance of
vacant unit caretakers, emergency
preparedness for outdoor property
and special needs registration
with Sarasota County Emergency
Services.

An update on 2022 Legislative
Developments will be held April
20, 2022 at 4:00 pm. The timing
is perfect as the Florida legislature
closed their session in mid-March.
We welcome presenter Kevin
T. Wells, Esq., Board Certified
Specialist, Condominium and
Planned Development Law
with the Law Offices of Wells
Olah Cochran, P.A. Over the
years Mr. Wells has assisted in
reviewing, drafting and advocating
amendments to the Condominium
Act. For the last seven years, he
has provided continuing education
lectures to local Florida-licensed
CAM managers so that they
are kept apprised of changes in

Florida and federal laws that
affect the practice of community
association law. Mr. Wells also
instructs board certification classes
to directors of condominium,
cooperatives, and homeowner
associations.
This will be an in-person and
Zoom program and credentials
will be automatically sent to all
Assembly Delegates and Alternates
in advance of the event and
available to all who are interested
by contacting the MCA at mca@
meadowsca.com
See you on April 20, 2022!
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The Meadows – Home to Great Weather!
Roy Wysnewski — Meadows Weather Analysis: February 2022 Report

A

pril is one month in the year
when we are ‘home’ to some
of the best weather in the country
– relatively dry with comfortable
temperatures and humidity!
February Weather Summary:
Despite the mixed-temperature
signals -- first from January and
now from February – in which
there was an eleven-degree (F)
temperature swing from the first
half of each month to the second
half, both months averaged 1-2
degrees above normal making it
clear that 2022 may be another
year for the record books!
Overall, the first half of February
was cool and moist while the
second half was warm (three
record temperature days) and
bone-dry.

Meadows Rainfall and Temperature Data
Rainfall: 0.73 inches (YTD: 1.24 in.)
23 yr. February rainfall average: 1.68 in.
Average high temperature: 77 F (normal: 75.5 F)
Above normal high-temp. days: 18
Record high-temperature days: 4
Meadows Rainfall and High Temperatures
February 2022

of above normal temperatures
and there were four record hightemperature days, 3 occurring
during the second half of the
month.
Rainfall Analysis: February
is the third consecutive month
in which rainfall was less than
half-normal. All of the rain
fell on just three days during
the first half of the month.
The three rain-days were wellshort of an expected seven days of
rain in February.
Send comments and questions
about this month’s report to:
roywys9@gmail.com.

Temperature Analysis:
The average February
temperature was 77 degrees
F, 1.5 degrees above normal.
Other statistics include 18 days

Limited Time OFFER
Skyrocketing property values mean the time is now to sell your home and lock in
your rent rate at Aviva for 5 years. Protect yourself from rising inflation — and be
part of a safe, secure, and thriving independent living community!

Sign by April 15th. Call 941.225.8369 today!
Visit us at AvivaSeniorLife.org
Assisted Living Facility #8951

*5 Year Rate Lock applies to Independent Living Rental Agreements only, for the length of the lease, or until 5 years from lease
signing. This cannot be used in combination with any other sales offer. Limited time only offer. Expires April 15, 2022.

A COVID Vaccine Mandated Campus
1951 N. Honore Ave. | Sarasota, FL 34235

April 2022
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Michelle Johnston— The Meadows Homeowners Association (MHOA) President

Thank you

T

his edition of The Meadows
Homeowners Association
(MHOA) column is special because
its purpose is to thank both the
outgoing and newly elected board
members who volunteered their
service. Further, it also explains the
purpose of the voluntary MHOA,
as opposed to other Meadows
organizations, and describes
its benefits to single-family
homeowners.
First, the outgoing board members,
again volunteers, are Jan Lazar,
Bill Wilson, Sue Pound and
Christine Deutsch. They always
worked with the single-family
homeowners' quality of life in
mind. They liaisoned with The
Meadows Community Association
(MCA), represented the singlefamily homeowners' interests,
communicated security issues,
facilitated opportunities to meet, and
maintained community standards.
The current board members thanked
them for their hours of volunteering
and hard work.
Second, the new MHOA Board
members, Chris Perone and
Linda Nordenberg, hit the
ground running. Chris identified
several concerns of the singlefamily homeowners and was
elected Vice President of the
MHOA Board. Linda assumed the
responsibilities of Membership
Chair. They joined the remaining
board officers, including President
Michelle Johnston, Secretary
Kent Simons, Past President
Tom Pound, Public Relations and
Social Michael Cox, MCA Board
of Directors Liaison Paul Easley,
and MCA Assembly Representative
Jerry Lazar. Everyone on the
MHOA Board expressed their
dedication to ensuring that The
Meadows remains a beautiful place
to live. Further, when calling The
Meadows, the receptionist always
answers the telephone, saying,
"It's a beautiful day in paradise."
To reiterate, the MHOA Board
members want to keep it beautiful

operations of The Meadows. It keeps
common grounds and areas richly
manicured, maintains the private
roadways, monitors the water level
The Meadows is a fantastic place
of the streams, lakes, and ponds,
to have a home, as noted by the
recent real estate studies. However, manages standards, oversees safety,
coordinates the activities everyone
life in The Meadows is more than
enjoys, and communicates with
a real estate report. It includes the
county officials. This list certainly
ambiance, environment, and welldoes not address everything MCA
maintained residences. Daily while
does, but it is a start. However,
walking or driving through The
Meadows, one can see homeowners without its coordination and
oversight, The Meadows community
working on their homes and yards,
would not be as beautiful and safe.
which all blend into the natural
Specifically, all Meadows residences
beauty of The Meadows.
are under the management
of the MCA. It is easy to look
How does the MHOA, a voluntary
around Sarasota, find residential
organization, help single-family
communities that do not have
homeowners? MHOA Board
administrative bodies as diligent as
members present the homeowners'
issues to the MCA. and are members the MCA, and see that the quality of
those neighborhoods cannot hold a
of the MCA Board and MCA
Assembly, where they represent the candle to The Meadows.
homeowners in various discussions
MCA Board—Meadows property
and votes. In addition, members
owners elect the MCA Board
of the MHOA Board are on other
members who represent everyone
MCA committees, which address
in the community and coordinate
security and standards. Having
with the MCA staff members.
a voice on those committees
The Meadows is a lucky place
empowers homeowners and keeps
their views front and center because to live because the MCA Board
members have the necessary
single-family homes are significant
expertise and experience to make
lifetime investments. Think of the
the tough decisions that can move
MHOA representation this way:
The Meadows forward in positive
the voice of one homeowner is just
directions.
a whisper down the block, but the
voices of 300 homeowners become a
The Meadows Country Club
coalition, which people hear.
(TMCC)—The Meadows Country
Club is an independent private club
Many residents often express
managed by a separate Board of
confusion over the various
Governors. It provides amenities to
Meadows organizations and their
its Country Club member who are
acronyms. Hopefully, the following
residents and non-residents, and
brief descriptions can reduce the
Renaissance Access Cardholders.
confusion:
The Renaissance Access Plan
provides access to TMCC dining,
Meadows Community
pool, fitness facilities, golf and
Association (MCA)— MCA is
activities/events for Meadows
the Master Association to all 52
homeowners and annual renters.
independent condominium and
homeowners' associations and
MCA owns the buildings and 300+
business facilities within The
acres, inclusive of the three golf
Meadows. It operates under the
courses, Tennis Complex, fitness
laws of the State of Florida, and
facility, now leased to the club. Like
is governed by the nine member
the rest of The Meadows, it is in a
board of Directors. MCA is the
lush environment.
administrative body that oversees
in paradise while supporting the
homeowners.

The Meadows Homeowners
Association (MHOA)—Unlike
condominium associations, the
MHOA membership is voluntary.
As a result, the MHOA, which
has almost 300 members, is the
only organized voice for singlefamily homeowners. Further, it
produces a monthly electronic
newsletter to keep its members
informed whether they are in The
Meadows or traveling. Through
the newsletter, MHOA members
get seasonal tips on home and yard
maintenance, pet safety suggestions,
reviews of neighborhood standards,
updates on wildlife sightings, and
information about home security.
In addition, MHOA has three
business and social events a year
to bring the members together.
Lastly, the MHOA contributes
to and supports various projects
in The Meadows. To become an
MHOA member, please email
meadowshomeownerssarasota@
gmail.com and request membership
information. Membership is only
$15 for the first year, $25 for two
years, $35 for three years, $45 for
five years, and $55 for five years,
indeed a bargain.
On a personal note, I am writing this
column during my first week as the
MHOA President, which is an honor
after having lived here for almost
eight years. I hope to get to know
more single-family homeowners
and hear their concerns to ensure
we are on the same pathway to
continuous improvement. Years
ago, I read a book, which reminded
me about where we are in The
Meadows, entitled Good to Great.
The Meadows is a great place to
have a single-family home, so let's
try to keep it that way by working
together in the MHOA.

Be a member of MHOA. It's only $15 a year or $25 for two years.
For information, contact the MHOA at meadowshomeownerssarasota@gmail.com

themeadowssarasota.org
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Preparing your home for
extended absence.
T

• CHECK YOUR SLIDER
DOORS. It is a good idea to
add extra security by placing
a rod between the track of the
slider for extra security.

his time of the year with many
residents leaving to go up north,
it's wise to deter any unwanted
activity by being proactive on your
personal and property safety.
It is very important to use extra
caution when leaving your house
or securing your home before you
retire for the night.

• Keep the bushes
around your home
trimmed low so they
do not act as "cover"
where unwanted
activity may occur.

Here are some helpful tips.
• Secure your home, lock your
windows and doors, before
leaving the house and before
retiring for the evening.

•

Be aware, so you may take the
necessary precautions.
•
• If you are going to be away for
a period of time, it is a good
idea to make The Meadows
Safety Patrol aware. The
number is 941-809-0084.

• Make sure your garage door is
down.

• Have your home looked after
by a neighbor or a trusted
friend who can keep a watchful
eye out for suspicious activity,
and pick up newspapers and
your mail.

• Lock your car(s).
• Place outdoor lights on a
timer and/or consider motion
detector lights to illuminate
the property.

•

Don't advertise your vacation
plans or long absence from
your home on social media.

A SHORTER TIME ON THE MARKET
Many qualified buyers from the area
and online are looking at the Gulf Coast
for its desirable atmosphere and today’s
changing lifestyle needs.
Call me today to discuss the
sale of your home.

AMY CHAPMAN GRI, REALTOR®

941.225.1500

AmyChapman@michaelsaunders.com
ChapmanGroupSRQ.com
1605 Main Street | Sarasota, FL 34236

If your extended absence
coinsides with hurricane
season, make sure you prepare
your home properly before
your departure. You may
want to consider having a
professional property manager
or service look after your
home.

Unfortunately, these are some of
the signs burglars look for when
considering their opportunity. The
harder it is for them to gain entry, the
more likely it is for them to move on.
Lastly, if your extended absence
falls within the hurricane season
please prepare your home
properly. Check your gutters,
downspouts and drains to ensure
they are not damaged and are
clear of debris. Pick up loose
objects in your yard and exterior
of the home, they may become
projectiles and cause damage
during high winds.

April 2022
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Spring Most Improved
Lesley Totten—Most Improved Chair

WINNER—2850 Wrenwood Court
Tom and Lisa Smith recently made renovations working with
MCA Community Standards Administrator, Sandy Truman on
the Architectural Review process. After they received approval,
new pavers were installed, exterior painting was done and
new landscaping beds were added. These upgrades gained
them recognition from the Most Improved Committee.

WINNER—5561 Downham Meadow
(below right)
Jim & Elaine McCormack did extensive renovations to
their home following the Architechtural Review process.
Improvements included a new pool cage, all new hurricane
windows, exterior house painting, landscaping including a
rock garden and a special place to sit and enjoy the beautiful
golf vistas. Now, there truly is "No Place Like Home."
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No Place Like It
Liz Barnett — Craft Group

W

e love our homes no matter
how humble they might be,
but when spring comes, we’d like our
homes to sparkle a bit. That’s what
the Craft Group had in mind when
they began to transform mundane,
everyday objects into accent pieces.
Ordinary brown flower pots were
hand painted and decoupaged
with flowers; plain glass vases
were adorned with butterflies or
bouquets; and empty wine bottles
were embellished then filled with tiny
lights. As we worked, we imagined
how they could provide a fresh,
finishing touch to a home’s décor.

By now these accent pieces are
decorating homes throughout The
Meadows. They were among the
crafts and baked goods purchased at
the Spring Craft and Bake Sale

on March 26th. Once
again, our neighbors
flocked to the sale to do
good by shopping. All
proceeds from the
sale will be donated
to local charities.
We are grateful for the
community spirit and
support that makes The
Meadows a wonderful
place to call home.
For some of us, coming to Craft
Group meetings feels like coming
home. Dotty Barr, Helen
DiPuma, Kathy Easley,
Joyce Gallegos, Harriet
Hergenrother, Vicki Robley, and
I have been members of the group
for over 1+ years. Seeing our friends
every Wednesday morning, doing
what we love and contributing to the
community is part of the rhythm of
life that makes The Meadows feel like
home for those of us who have come
to Crafts for years.
Even our newest members have
quickly become part of the group.

After reading about the Craft Group
in The Meadoword, Jean Bepler
and Linda McCray each decided to
give the group a try. Linda, who has
come from Kansas City for the first
time this year, had done knitting and
made cards in the past. On her first
day at Crafts, she spent a few minutes
just wandering around observing the
projects that were underway. She
soon found a home with the card
makers, and after instructions from
Char Primer, Linda was happily
making the intricate Iris fold designs.
In fact, she liked it so much that she
is making cards at home.

meet new people and to add a new
activity to her schedule. She found
the group friendly and welcoming
and felt right at home. She has
worked on making felt ornaments
in the shape of Christmas
trees, making cards, and is now
beginning to work on a different
type of ornament. She feels she
has learned something new on
each project and finds it’s nice to
have something scheduled to do
each week.
Whether you are a novice or a skilled
crafter, we would love to have you
join us as we begin new projects
this month. We meet every
Wednesday morning from 9
to 11 at the MCA Community
Building on Longmeadow.

In contrast, Jean has spent 42
winters here, but just decided to
join the Craft Group this year to

If you can glue, we want you.
The Meadows, Hub of Sarasota

Resales ending the months of February 2022 and
February 2021 In The Meadows & Sarasota County
SALES

Sales 2022 & 2021
Median Sale Price
Condominium Sales
Med Condo Sale Price
House Sales
Med House Sale Price
For sale on the 28th
Property Pending
Listing Supply

THE MEADOWS

↓2022 (15) 2021 (27)
↑$375,000 $212,000
↓2022 (14) 2021 (24)
↑$345,750 $209,500
↓2022 (01) 2021 (03)
↑$645,000 $439,000
↓2022 (01) 2021 (09)
↓2022 (30) 2021 (51)
↓2022 (0.1) 2021(0.3)

Dick Plumb, 24 years Full-time
Resident, Specializing in listing &
selling homes in “The Meadows”.
Call Anytime Direct 941-266-2512
SarasotaHomes@DickPlumb.com
Horizon Realty International

SARASOTA COUNTY

↓2022 (883 ) 2021 (1192)
↑$420,000 $325,000
↓2022 (296) 2021 (463)
↑$359,500 $275,000
↓2022 (587) 2021 (729)
↑$450,000 $355,000
↓2022 (450) 2021 (908
↓2022 (1552) 2021 2346)
↓2022 (0.5) 2021 (0.8)

Contact me
any time if
you’d like a
conÞdential
property
analysis.

SHIRLEY CUDDY
RENTING & SELLING
THE MEADOWS
FOR OVER 30 YEARS!
CELL: (941) 321-1549

RENTALS NEEDED!!!!
YOU CAN TRUST ME TO
MANAGE YOUR PROPERTY!
I HAVE YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
LEASING BOTH ANNUAL AND
SEASONAL PROPERTIES IN THE
MEADOWS.
***CALL ME NOW***
I PAY ATTENTION TO THE
DETAILS MAXIMIZING YOUR
INVESTMENT AND MINIMIZING
THE HASSLES.
941-954-4443
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They Found a Home in
Hampstead Heath
Ann Hamman — Hampstead Heath

F

riends and family introduced
them to the area. Sarasota, The
Meadows and Hampstead Heath
drew them in. The culture, the
ambiance and the views sealed the
deal — for permanent and parttime residents here.
Mike and Betty Turner first
came to The Meadows to visit
Mike’s brother, Jack, and his
family. Their first place was in
Morningside before buying their
villa in Hampstead Heath in 2012.
“There was a Sunday open house,”
Betty said. “When Mike saw the
pond and golf course (through the
lanai windows), he said, ‘This is
it!’” Betty said.
The couple spend about six
months a year here but maintain
their residency in Massachusetts.

Like Betty and Mike, Ray and
Peggy Napierala came to
Sarasota to be close to family.
Their daughter, Kim, her
husband, Mark, and children,
Allyson and Kyle, moved to
Sarasota in 2010. “We had a
real estate broker looking all
summer in 2010,” Peggy said. “We
looked on-line and eliminated a
lot of places.” They visited our
neighborhood and liked what they
saw, but one place sold before they
could put in a bid. They bought
their villa in the fall of 2011. She
and Ray spend several weeks here
in the fall and about three months
in the winter; their permanent
home is Buffalo.
Joan Zaroff’s permanent home
is in Hampstead Heath where
she moved in 2011. However, she
has lived in Sarasota for 19 years

previously in the Cascades. She also
loves her “gorgeous view and the
centralized location,” she said.
Getting out of Wisconsin in the
winter when he retired seemed like
a good idea to Damien Jaques, so
he bought his villa eight years ago.
“But I’d vacationed on Siesta Key at
various times,” he said. “The (local)
theater critic, Jay Handelman,
is an old friend of mine, so I
was aware of the cultural and
intellectual vibrancy here.” Damien
also investigated the medical
facilities and found “they were very
strong,” he said.
“I love The Meadows. I am so
happy here,” he said. His wife,
Alla Rabinovich, wasn’t so sure
about moving her residency, but
Damien is a now a Florida resident,
spending about 8 months out of the
year here.
Paul Whalen and Marlene
Dailey also moved their residency
to Florida - from Vermont. They
rented on Longboat Key and visited
the East Coast of Florida but
returned here where Marlene has
a consulting colleague. “It was love
at first sight,” Paul said, when they
first stepped into their villa. “With
all the greenery it’s like a mural
framed by our Florida room. It is
spectacular.” They spend about 8
months here each year.
However long our neighbors
are here, Hampstead Heath has
become a welcome place to be.
My husband, Fred, on arriving at
our villa from suburban Chicago for
our fall or winter visit, invariably says
as he walks in the door, “I’m home!"

Welcome Our Newest
Neighbors to The Meadows

themeadowssarasota.org
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
OD.

BIRD WALK
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If you would like to learn more about the bird
walks and available dates, please contact :
JEANNE DUBI
dubi@comcast.net

BLOOD DRIVE
21,
Thursday, April
8 am-2 pm
3
1-866-972-566

Tuesday
April 26—8 AM-5 PM

Major insurance acce
including Medicaid an pted,
d Medicare.
To make an appointm

ent call

941-444-0011

SIGN UP IS REQUIRED.

Adept Audiology will

ANNUAL ASSESSMENTS
WERE DUE MARCH 1.
If you have not paid your
annual assessment,
please contact Lisa Compton

be available

on Friday, April 15
9-11 AM at the MCA
Free Hearing Clinic.
Space is limited, sign
up required.
15 Minutes appointm
ents for:
• Free ear wax remov
al
• Hearing screening
• Hearing aid check

mcaaccounting@meadowsca.com

Homeowners
Garage, basement, and yard clean ups
Builders
Limited space construction sites
Homebuyers & Realtors
Debris from move-ins and move-outs

941-271-7383

To Sign Up Call

941-312-4781

April 2022
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MCA Activities & Event.
Join The Fun.
Basic Self Defense Class

Taught by the Sarasota County Sheriff's Office

Meadows Chorus Spring Concert
Friday, April 8, 2:00 pm
St. James United Methodist Church
2049 North Honore Avenue
No tickets are required.

Pickleball Play

go to: app.courtreserve.com/Online/Portal/Index/7402
on your computer or scan the QR code on your phone
or search The App Store & install CourtReserve. You must
provide your Renaissance Access Card # or your Club
Membership Card #.

For assistance contact Tennis Pro Shop 941-378-5265.
or email Curt Reimer at creimer@theiconteam.com

APRIL 12−10-11:30 am at MCA or
April 20− 1-3 pm at MCA
Awareness of Your Surroundings
Avoidance Techniques
Basic Self Defense

Sign up required. Call Sue at MCA 941-377-2300

THE
HUNT IS ON!
$5 adults & Kids 10+, $3 for kids under 10.
(Activites included food and drink for purchase.)
• Egg Run (separated by age)
• Meet the Easter Bunny!
• Inflatables, Face Painting, Ballon Animals, Crafts,
Putting & Tennis Games.

Visit meadowscc.org/easter for more info

INTERESTED IN JOINING A KNITTING CLUB?
Join Knit Happens–Social Knitting & Crocheting.
A place for textile knit & crochet artiststs
to gather & socialize in a friendly relaxed environment.
Email Vicki Carey
vickidon1989@gmail.com

B E G I N N E R S

MAH JONGG

Have fun exploring the game of Mah Johgg with an instructor who is
patient and provides a comfortable setting to learn the game.
Contact Andrea to sign up: apapadakis1@yahoo.com.

Wednesday
Bridge

BIKE CLUB
JOIN

12:30-4 pm

Call Janet Schmidt
206-719-4255
or
David Hauswald
402-499-6490

Contact Susan Ritchay
susanritchay70@gmail.com




 
    
  
 

   

   
 

RENTALS & SALES
CLAUDETTE KRIJGER
Property Manager/Realtor

30-Year Meadows Resident

RENTALS NEEDED!
CELL/TEXT 941-504-2081
Singh64@verizon.net
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A Place We Call Home.
Tia Calomeris−MCA Director, Marketing and Communications

I

t’s exciting when you feel
you have found the perfect
neighborhood and that special
house with a layout that seems like
it was all meant to be.
You can see yourself cooking
family dinners, gathering around
for those special occasions, the
holidays, and you feel like you're
already home.
The home you choose becomes
more than just an address. It
becomes a part of who you are and

qualities of such a storybook
setting. More importantly,
they know it's the people, the
community, the willingness
to volunteer, to share in the
responsibility of enhancing our
special community by contributing
to its vision, that sets us apart
from other communities. It's the
kindness that we show one another
that really draws you in.

a place where the family can come
together and escape from all the
worries of the outside world. It is
also a place where everyone feels
comfortable and safe to talk about
anything and everything, without
any judgments or comments.
Home represents security, control,
belonging, identity, and privacy,
among other things. But most of
all, it's a place that centers us, a
place from which we leave each
morning and return to, with a sigh
and a thought..."I'm home."
Studies into family life have
shown that it makes people feel
less stressed and more confident.
It also improves their mental
health by giving them a sense of
belonging.
But home is more than just the
perfect house, it's the neighborhood
and sense of community that we
contemplate when we make our final
decision on where we want to live.

The Meadows, no doubt, is
breathtaking when you enter the
community but what strikes you
the most is its serenity in the midst
of our hectic every day lives. The
oak trees, lakes, wildlife, and yes,
the open space. It gives you that
warm welcoming embrace when
you enter.

DONOVAN HAYES GROUP
Give us a call so we can confidentially
discuss the value of your home.

941.539.7608
donosrq@gmail.com

NOW is the time!

CONTACT ME TODAY:
BEVERLY PETZ
3523 TREBOR LANE | Wood Ridge at The Meadows
0.27 Acres | Vacant buildable land | No neighbors and
pond views | Offered at $425,000 | MLS# A4488191

Custom Window Coverings &
Custom Draperies
Silhouette Blinds & Roller Shades
Customized Designs for Your Home

Call or text: (941)685-0884
beverly@
beachtobayhometeam.com

Today’s housing market is a big win for
sellers, but these conditions won’t last
forever. If you’re in a position to sell your
residence now, why wait any longer?

BROKER-ASSOCIATE, GRI, PMN

C
O

941.302.1214
941.951.6660

ConnieLyke@michaelsaunders.com
ConnieLyke.michaelsaunders.com

Who you work with DOES matter..
Work with someone who knows
1605 Main Street | Sarasota, FL 34236

DonovanHayesRealEstateSarasota.com

Treatments for Every Room

A rare opportunity to own the only available vacant lot
within The Meadows. Wood Ridge is a maintenance-free
community of 9 properties. Lot 9 is in a spectacular
location sitting at the end of the cul-de-sac with views of
the pond and the trees.

Connie Lyke Brown PA

YOU MAY BE
SURPRISED BY
WHAT YOUR HOME

IS WORTH!

Thinking of changing
homes?
Have a HOME to sell?

To explore the endless possibilities of building
your dream estate on this property, call Connie
Lyke Brown, PA, today.

Welcome home . . .
to The Meadows.

Both new homeowners and those
that have lived in The Meadows
for years, recognize the unique

Your Full Service Window Company

Rare property
in a superior
location

So in a world that is rapidly
changing before us, let's not forget
the important things that drew
us here to begin with, the things
we all cherish, our families, our
community, our caring neighbors
and the serenity we feel living here.

The Meadows!

CALL TODAY

941-371-4139

5401 Palmer Boulevard Sarasota, FL 34232

“Diana & Terry were kind, efficient, and successful
in their efforts to sell my Meadows home. They
answered every question I had and went the extra
mile to make the process effortless, stressless, and
did it in a timely manner. We got a great price at
the right time for my situation. I would recommend
them without question.” -Jacqueline Workman

Let our proven success
work for you!

April 2022
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Meadows Calendar & Helpful Numbers
Helpful Phone
Numbers

APRIL CALENDAR
Times, dates and locations are subject to change. Complete list of clubs & activities is on the MCA website.

DATE

TIME

ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/MEETINGS

Emergency			911

April 6
6:30-7:30 pm
		

Sarasota County Sheriff 941-316-1201
Non Emergency

April 7
1-4 pm
Electronic Tutor - 941-404-5585
		 dave@davidstoltie.com

Meadows Safety 		

941-809-0084

MCA Offices		

941-377-2300

April 8
2 pm
Meadows Chorus-St James Catholic Church
		 vickidon1989@gmail.com

TMCC			941-371-6000
Fitness Center		

941-371-6000

SRQ Airport			941-359-2770

April 11

Knit Happens (New Knitting Group)

April 12
10-11:30 am
		

Basic Self Defense
by Sarasota County Sheriff's Office at MCA

April 14

1 -2 pm
8:30 AM

MCA Board Meeting
Bird Walk (Meets at Meadows Country Club)

April 15

9-11 am

Adept Audiology-941-312-4781

Comcast			800-934-6489
Frontier			800-921-8101

1-3 pm

Bingo-reservation required
email rsvpbingo@gmail.com

FPL				941-917-0708

April 16
11 am-1 pm
Easter Celebration at The Club-All Welcome
		 941-371-6000

Water/Sewer Billing

April 20

941-861-6790

Chamber of Commerce 941-995-8187

4-6 pm
1-3 pm
		

Assembly of Property Owners Meeting
Basic Self Defense
by Sarasota County Sheriff's Office at MCA

Waste Management

941-861-5000

April 21

8 am-2 pm

SunCoast Blood Drive-1-866-972-5663

Recycling			941-493-4100

April 26

8 am-5 pm

OnSpot Dermatology 941- 444-0011

LIBRARIES

CLUBS

Fruitville			941-861-2500

Book Club			

2nd Wednesday, 2 pm

Gulf Gate			941-861-1230

Bridge		

Wednesdays, 12:30 pm – 4 pm
Contact Susan Ritchay at
susanritchay70@gmail.com

Cornhole			

Every Thursday, 3 - 4:30 pm

Selby Public Library

941-861-1100

HOSPITALS
Sarasota Memorial
Hospital

941-917-9000

Doctors Hospital		

941-342-1100

Craft Club			Wednesdays, 9 - 11 am
Duplicate Bridge		
				

Fridays, 12:30 pm – 4 pm
Contact Jack Harwood Jharwood222@verizon.net

REGISTRATION/LICENSES

Duplicate Bridge		
				
				

Saturdays, 1-4 pm
Contact Dot Boulia mcaduplicate@gmail.com
or call 919-380-0629

Auto Registration		

Hot Stove League

2nd Tuesday of Every Month, 9-11 am

Boat Licenses

Mah Jongg			

Mondays, 9 am – 12 pm

Business Licenses

Meadows Sailing Association

Tuesday 1-3 pm

Driver's Licenses

Meadowlarks Poetry Group		
				

Second & fourth Fridays each month
10 am-Noon

Peaceful Quilting & 		
Needlepoint Group

Saturdays, 9 am- 12 pm

Voters Registration

941-861-8300

941-951-5307
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Welcome Back
Kay Weber
Ellen Weinberg —The Garden Club

T

he Meadows Garden Club
welcomed back Kay Weber for
our March program. Kay, a lifelong
gardener, is a member of the
Sarasota Garden Club and several
local gardening societies. She
brought several plant specimens
to demonstrate and discuss
propagation. Creating more plants
from the ones you own.
How can you tell if a plant can be
propagated? Kay says “if it’s alive
it can be done”. Selecting the best
method depends on the type of
plant. Some seeds, leaves, and
cuttings can be planted directly
in your outside soil. Placing the
planting in a spot to meet its light
and moisture requirements is most
important.

Kay shared her tip of dipping the
cut end in inexpensive cinnamon
before planting. It is a natural
fungicide and your plant will be
healthier. If your cutting is very
dry its ok to dip it in water first.
Kay uses top soil in her pots.
She recommends putting green
leaves beneath the soil to provide
nutrients as they decompose.
Watering with ¼ teaspoon Epsom
salt per gallon adds magnesium
essential for healthy plants, also.
Kay donated the plants for her
program. The Garden Club raffled
them to raise money for our
programs and projects. Many
members were happy to leave with
a new plant.

Examples of seed plants,
root divisions, and offshoot
harvesting were shown. Much
of the presentation discussed
the most common type of
propagation- cuttings. Stem
cutting is most common
method. Regardless of the
size of the cutting use a sharp
clean tool and cut on a slant.
Photos by Ann Pienkos.

PLEASE

Do Not Feed the

WILDLIFE
It is against state law to feed
wildlife and fresh water fish.
You never want to teach
wildlife that YOU are their
food source. They can forage
for food on their own.

April 2022
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Top 1% Sarasota Real Estate Agent
FOR SALE IN THE HIGHLANDS
4060 Penshurst Park – Stunning lake and golf views

Fernando Viteri PA
Fourteen-Time Winner

FIVE STAR
Best in Client
Satisfaction Awarded

30-YEAR

Meadows Resident

$585K

FOR SALE ELSEWHERE IN THE MEADOWS
5653 Pipers Waite – Luxuriously updated with pond views
5635 Pipers Waite – Gorgeously updated with pond and golf views
5609 Pipers Waite – Easy-living, spacious villa with garden views
3149 Windrush Bourne – Luxurious lakefront, turnkey-furnished end-unit
3152 Windrush Bourne – Million-dollar lake views from end-unit
3108 Windrush Bourne – Long, tranquil lake views from end-unit
3105 Windrush Bourne – Move-in ready, updated and fully furnished
5024 Marsh Field – First-floor end-unit Heronmere condo

$589K
SOLD!
SOLD!
PENDING
PENDING
PENDING
PENDING
PENDING

FOR SALE IN THE SARASOTA METRO AREA
The Trails – Private 4/3 pool-home on third of acre lot
South Gate – Unaltered mid-century ranch on a quarter-acre lot
Heritage Oaks – 2/2 + den, 2nd story turnkey furnished condo

PENDING
SOLD!
PENDING

Talk to Fernando 941.400.7676

KEN COWLES

BOB COWLES

KEN@KENCOWLES.COM

BOB@ROBERTCOWLES.COM

(941) 302-4152

(941) 302-4150

“STOP IN FOR A QUARTERLY REPORT
OF RECENT SALES IN THE MEADOWS”
“OLD FASHIONED SERVICE”
EXPERIENCED RENTAL SPECIALISTS WHO KNOW
“THE MEADOWS”
SEASONAL RENTALS, ANNUAL RENTALS, AND MANAGEMENT
SERVICES. CALL THE EXPERT YOU ALREADY KNOW.
SHIRLEY CUDDY (941) 321-1549
***LOOK FOR THE CAR***

WE NEED YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY!!!!

We’ve sold The Meadows since its
beginnings as a brand new
development. We believed in the
The Meadows then – 40 years
later we are still here marketing
The Meadows. It just keeps
getting better!!!!
Call us whether buying, selling or
renting, you might be surprised
what your property is worth?
EXPERIENCE + SUCCESS + RESULTS
3590 17TH STREET
SARASOTA, FL 34235-8908
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Memoir Writing Group
Liz Barnett — Memoir Group Chair

Everyone has a story to tell.
A story that others want to hear.
A story worth preserving.
You’re invited to tell and preserve the stories of your life at the Memoir and Life Writing
Group on the First and Third Friday of each month from 10 am until Noon. You can participate
in person at the MCA Community Building or join on Zoom through your computer, iPad or smart
phone. Either way you will be able to see and hear everyone as we read and discuss the stories that
we have written. Newcomers are always welcome. You can bring something to read or just come to
listen and join the discussion. For more information or to arrange to participate in the meetings by
Zoom, please email us at meadowsmemoirs21@gmail.com.

W

hat do you think of when you think of home? For some it’s their current domicile. For other’s it’s the place
where they spent most of their adult life and experienced life’s big events. But for many of us, home will
always be the place where we grew up, no matter how far away we go or how long we’ve been away. Although our
visions of home differ, they all are filled with people, filled with the relationships that made a piece of real estate
become your home.
You’ll meet just such a group as we join Gretchen Cochran for a special treat at her childhood home.

April Fools’ Day
Gretchen Cochran

It was going to be such fun,
playing a trick on Daddy. He had
a taste for candy, particularly
chocolate covered cherries, and
we had a surprise for him he’d
not soon forget. We’d make some
confections for him but with a
recipe only three children and a
mischievous mom could create.

boiler, seeking the correct point
for melting without clumping
when chocolate gets too hot. Soon
she had it, and we carefully dipped
our phony dirt balls into the
unpleasant tasting chocolate.
They looked real, just like the
chocolate covered cherries seen

Mother, meanwhile, was
experimenting with the real thing,
chocolate, but of the bitter variety.
She was heating it in a double

“We have a gift for you,” we yelled.
“Hurry, hurry.”
He saw the candies awaiting him.
“We made them for you,” we all
cheered, getting more excited.
He stretched out his hand,
wrapped two fingers around the
ball and lifted it to his mouth. We
held our breath. It was going to
taste so awful.

We raced out the back door,
down the porch steps, and out to
the vegetable garden stretched
across the back of the yard. There
we found an ample supply of a
primary ingredient, dark brown
soil that when wet, looked just like
chocolate. We were sure of it.
It was the day before April
Fools’ Day. We just had enough
time. Adding water to the dirt
to make it moldable took some
experimenting, but we soon figured
how to fashion balls of our fake
candy, rolling them between our
palms to make large marble-sized
orbs and setting them aside to dry.

table covered with red and white
checked oil cloth.

everywhere on St. Valentine’s Day.
We even had a paper lace doily to
place them on. Carefully we set
them down, lining the plate while
visions danced of our father biting
into one and crinkling up his face
with a howl since we had tricked
him. He’d jump up and gag and
we’d laugh so hard.
We went to bed that night,
anticipating a joyous holiday. We
waited in the huge kitchen at the

But he took a bite, chewed it up,
and swallowed it. “Delicious,” he
said. And then he ate another. We
couldn’t believe it. He ate three
of them, exclaiming they were the
best-tasting candy he’d ever had,
then left the room.
We were dumbstruck. How could
he? Would he be sick?
April Fool’s Day was certainly
memorable but as much because
of the trick he played on us as the
one we tried to play on him.

April 2022
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The Engineer's Wife
Geraldine “Jerry” Bernier—The Meadows Book Club April Preview

O

n April 13th The Meadows
Book Club will discuss
Tracey Enerrson Wood’s novel
The Engineer’s Wife (Sourcebook
Landmark, 2021) at 2:00 pm at the
MCA Lakeside Room.
If you read David McCullough’s
epic account of the building of
the Brooklyn Bridge in “The
Great Bridge” (Simon & Schuster,
1972), you know that the Chief
Engineer of that gigantic project
was Washington Roebling. But
did you know that Roebling
was injured and his wife Emily
Warren Roebling, an untrained
engineer, took charge of the
firm’s completion of that project?
Probably not. But if you read The
Engineer’s Wife, a historical fiction
novel, you will learn that and much
more about this interesting woman.

Bay Road
Animal
Hospital
East
Beautiful new
location on the
corner of
17th Street &
Honore Avenue

“It is the Age of Optimism in the
mid-to late-1880’s. In New York,
Emily Warren Roebling refused to
live conventionally—she knows who
she is and what
she wants, and
she's determined
to make change.
But then her
husband asks the
unthinkable: give
up her dreams to
make his possible.
“Emily's fight for
women's suffrage
is put on hold, and
her life transformed
when, under his
guidance, she assumes his role,
despite stern resistance and
overwhelming obstacles. But as the
project takes shape under Emily's
direction, she wonders whose

AAHA Accredited

PRACTICE HOURS:
Monday – Friday:
7:30 AM to 5:30 PM
Saturday & Sunday:
CLOSED

New clients and
patients are always
welcome (including
dogs, cats, birds, and
exotics)

5292 17th Street
Sarasota, FL 34235
941.378.1236

Nicole Tisdale, DVM

legacy she is building—her’s, or her
husband's. As the monument rises,
Emily's marriage, principles, and
identity threaten to collapse. When
the bridge finally
stands finished, will
she be recognized as
the woman who built
it?
“Based on the true
story of an American
icon, The Engineer's
Wife delivers an
emotional portrait of
a woman transformed
by a project of
unfathomable
scale, which takes
her into the bowels of the East
River, suffragette riots, the halls
of Manhattan's elite, and the
heady, freewheeling temptations
of P.T. Barnum. The biography of

a husband and wife determined to
build something that lasts—even
at the risk of losing each other.”
(Goodreads)
Author Tracey Enerson Wood is
a playwright, screenwriter, and
novelist from a multi-generational
military family. She has authored
magazine columns and other
nonfiction for publications serving
the military and military families.,
and written and directed plays of
various lengths. Her latest book
is The War Nurse (Sourcebook
Landmark 2021). She resides
with her family in St. Petersburg,
FL, with a second residence in
Germany.
Please join us as we discuss this
book on April 13th at the MCA. In
the meantime, please keep
on reading!
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LIBRARY BOOK DONATION

IN MEMORY OF BOB BARNETT
Jerry Bernier—Meadows Book Club

R

obert “Bob” Barnett was
a kind, generous, and gentle
man. He was also an author,
sports historian, memoirist,
teacher, coach, and beloved
member of the Meadows Book
Club. His passing on October
25, 2020, was a shock to one and
all in The Meadows where he
and wife Lisbeth have resided
since 2008. He led The Meadows
Memoir and Life Writing Group
since 2012. That group bid him
farewell in a poignant
article published in
the December 2020
Meadoword.

the local high school’s sports teams.
It was a wonderful experience, and
one that deepened our affection for
Bob and his wife Liz.
When we learned of his death,
long-time book club member
Caryl Magnus suggested that our
club do something to honor Bob’s
memory. After many discussions,
and delays caused by COVID,
Library Chair Marilyn Schmal
and her committee asked if we
could provide best seller
Marilyn and her committee
made the selections (see the
list below).

In the Book Club he was
particularly appreciated
for his skills as an
author, bringing insights
to character and plot
development, pointing out
ways in which authors captivated
their readers.
We chose to read and discuss his
own memoir Growing Up in the
Last Small Town: A West Virginia
Memoir (2010). For those of us
of a similar age or whose parents
had been his peers, he took us back
to simpler times where everyone
knew and trusted their neighbors,
left doors unlocked, and came out
en masse on weekends to support

At the Meadows Book
Club annual luncheon
meeting on March 9th, we

presented Marilyn Schmal and
some of her library volunteers
with the 16 large print books.
Liz Barnett also presented the
library with a copy of Bob’s
three published books. Besides
Marilyn and MCA Administrator
Mike Mazur, we also expressed
our thanks and appreciation to
Lifestyle Coordinator, Sue Lytle
who worked with us to produce
book plates commemorating The
Meadows Book Club donation in
honor of Bob. The donated books
will be temporarily situated on
a single shelf in the library, after
which they will be shelved in their
appropriate Dewey decimal section.
Thank you and special thanks to
those of our Meadows Book Club
who so generously participated in
this project.

and/or recent Book Club favorite
reads in large print. What a great
suggestion! An appeal went out
to book club members and $501
was collected. Donations in hand,

Large Print Books Donated by Meadows Book Club
In Memory of C. Robert "Bob" Barnett
Anxious People by Fredrik Bakman (F)

Lara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles (F)

The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah (HF)

The Dutch House by Ann Patchett (F)

Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell (HF)

The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles (F)

Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann (HNF)

Harlem Shuffle by Colson Whitehead (F)

The Pioneers by David McCullough (HNF)

The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Churchill, Family and Defiance
During the Blitz by Erik Larson

His Truth Keeps Marching On: John Lewis and
the Power of Hope by Jon Meacham (HNF)

The Wonder Boy of Whistle Stop by Fannie Flagg (F)

The Best of Me by David Sedaris (BIO)

Camino Winds by John Grisham (F)

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

F = Fiction

HF= Historical Fiction HNF= Historical Non-Fiction BIO = Biography
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A Company You Can
Depend On and Trust
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

941-371-3355
Airrif ic.com

BEST KEPT
2022 Spring Awards
May 2-5
Criteria for Judging:
Single Family Homes
and Associations Qualify!
Excellent Maintenance
Creative Landscaping
Curb Appeal
Winners will receive a
check and be highlighted
in The Meadoword.

Jerry Bernier-Best Kept Chair

21

themeadowssarasota.org

Services & Classifieds

22

THE MEADOWORD

April 2022

Medicare Advantage
HMO Plans

Cell: 941-248-7674
E: mbratton@freedomh.com

Ofﬁce: 941-248-7674
Maria Bratton
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
Beneﬁt Consultant
TTY/TDD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte Counties
Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the Florida Medicaid
Program. Enrollment in Freedom Health depends on contract renewal. H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

Steven Verdelli
Personal Concierge
617-922-4714
A Meadows Resident

Grocery & Personal Shopping  Wait For Service
Move Organizing  Appointment Scheduling
Home Checks  Pet Walking  Airport Runs
Entertainment and Travel Planning
Geriatric Care Medical Appointment Companion

$25/hr 2 hour minimum

JT SERVICES
JOE TIEMAN

Meadows Resident

217-556-9507




 GUTTER CLEANING
PAINTING
GARAGE CLEANING  EXTERIOR CLEANING
 WINDOW WASHING
WEED REMOVAL
FREE ESTIMATE

LET DEBRA DO IT!
Shopping, Organizing, Rides
Whatever You Need Done

856-266-3893
Debragrace@aol.com
Call, Text or Email
Trustworthy, Efficient, Reliable

Jim Skinner

Specializing in
Citrus Tree Pruning and Planting
40+ Years Experience

126 Garden Lane
Sarasota, FL 34242
941-685-6382 jimskinner266@gmail.com

Integris Home LLC

PRESSURE WASHING & HOME REPAIRS

Meadows Resident


Call, Text or Email

ovi@integriscompany.com
Sarasota, FL

MEADOWORD
DEADLINES
The deadline for advertising
and article insertions into
The Meadoword is the first
Monday, one month prior to
the month of insertion.
The deadline for the May
issue is Monday, April 4.

Home Tech Support
Residential and Commercial Laundry Repair
Pressure Washing & Cleaning
30 Years of Experience

Avoid the hassle.
Don't fix it yourself!

we fix
& teach

Call Sebastian

jubese.com
info@jubese.com

(941) 928-1140
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Services & Classifieds continued…
MISCELLANEOUS continued

HANDYMAN
Todd, Handymann. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-228-7907
tflorand@gmail.com
HOUSEKEEPING

Proficient Notary Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-557-9271
Proficient Notary Serviceientnotaryservices.com
contact@proficientnotaryservices.com

Classic Cleaning by Cocoa. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-377-2538

Phil's Painting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-400-1071
ptaklonis@aol.com

Residential Cleaning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941-256-5983
tanita567@hotmail.com

Theresa's Pet Care. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941-284-0076
tpuff.dragon@gmail.com

Susana's Cleaning Services. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-536-6152

Todd, Handyman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941-228-7907
tflorand@gmail.com

TECH SUPPORT/HELP

LANDSCAPING
Jim Skinner Citrus Pruning,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941-685-6382
Planting & Consulting
jimskinner266@gmail.com

David Stoltie–The Patient Trainer. . . . . . . . . . 941-404-5585
dave@davidstoltie.com
thepatienttrainer.com

Victoria’s Garden Landscaping . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-350-2566

Pegatronics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-735-3362
pegatronics@hotmail.com
pegatronics.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Gutter Cleaning by Mike. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-377-2538
MDS Carpet and Tile Cleaning. . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-358-6355
mdscarpet.com
mdscarpet@verizon.net

TRADE SKILLS
Tile & Vinyl Flooring Installation . . . . . . . . . . 941-726-3077
nhalfacre@tampabay.com
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MCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bob Clark, President
Marilyn Maleckas, Vice President
Fernando Viteri, Secretary
Stanley Miska, Treasurer
Amy MacDougall
Tom Pound
Mark Pienkos
Paul Easley
Susan Gaynor
COMMITTEES−Board Liaisons TBD
Assembly of Property Owners
Mike Mazur, Chair
Best Kept
Jerry Bernier, Chair
Capital Planning and Finance
Marilyn Maleckas, Chair
Communications
Tia Calomeris, Chair
Community Activities and
Involvement
Kathy Easley, Chair
Emergency Preparedness
Mike Mazur, Chair
Finance and Budget
Fernando Viteri, Chair
Garden Club

Melanie Babineau, Chair

HOMES FOR RENT

HOMES FOR RENT

ITEMS FOR SALE

FOR RENT: Newly remodeled two
bedroom, two bath condo in
Village Lakes. Available May 1 thru
Dec 20 with two weeks minimum
stay. Reasonable rates. For more
information call Steve 608-963-2400

Willow Links: 1st Floor, 2 BR, 2 B?R, 2
bath turnkey furnished. Flatscreen tvs
Cable & WiFi included. Close to pool,
restaurants,, Facing golf course with
water view. Available Jan-March 2023,
3 month minimum. Call 516-825-3127
or 516-965-0163.

"NIKKO" dinner ware set. Service for 8,
Pattern "Precious." Cups and saucers
and Mugs plus more. Like new
condition. Firm $100.
941-377-4155

Furnished Villa. 2B-2B with enclosed
garage, lanai facing golf course.
Board approval required.
732-966-4115
Weybridge 2/2 1st floor end unit
condo for rent. 2022 months & 2023
Jan-April 4 month rental. Updated
and private, steps to pool. Email
tkey2626@gmail.com for more
info + pictures.
FOR RENT: Willow Links 2 BR/2 BA
1st floor, end unit turnkey, pool,
great view, walk to restaurants and
shopping. Available monthly or
seasonal. No smoking WD no pets.
Call 516-652-2536 or
guardnblo106@gmail.com

Gorgeous fully furnished, 2nd floor,
2/2 condo in Pinebrook Hollow. No
pets., no smoking. Private garden
view. Available April 15-December
15. Prefer longer term tenant, but one
month inimum. Call or text Gina
262-719-3467.

HOME FOR SALE
FOR SALE by UK owner, $510,000
lovely 3 BR/2 B, 2,000 sq. ft. single
story Meadows Family Home with
pool overlooking beautiful golf
course view. One minute walk from
Meadows Shopping Village. Home
viewings between 15-28 April. Email
chrismellor14@hotmail.com for
appointment & photos.

PRESSURE CLEANING • INTERIOR PAINTING
TREE TRIMMING

SARASOTA
RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES, LLC
Your Complete Home Services Business

PH: 941-900-9398
OWNER: DON HUBIAK

FULLY INSURED / REGISTERED LICENSED BUSINESS

WANTED TO RENT/BUY
Garage space wanted. Long term
Meadows resident seeking garage
for auto. Mid May to mid October.
Dates Flexible. Call 941-371-4783
WANTED TO RENT: 2 or 3 bedroom,
February and March, possibly
January 2023. We have 13 year old
32lb dog. Ellen Hammer
315-569-0532
Wanted: Meadows Villa on
Golf Course (Hadfield Greene,
Whisperwood, Long Common,
Lyndhurst Court, Villas of Papillion
or Villa Majorca.) Cash buyer. No
realtors. 941-377-3279 or
941-323-3900 (text only)
Wanted to Rent: Garage storage for
Honda CRV April 22-October 31. Call
Jane 231-838-1639

Long Range Planning
Marilyn Maleckas, Co-chair
Bob Clark, Co-Chair
The Library
Marilyn Schmal, Chair
Maintenance
Jo Evans & Mark Pienkos, Co-chairs
Most Improved
Lesley Totten, Chair
Personnel
Susan Gaynor, Chair
Standards and Restrictions
Bob Clark, Chair
Safety
Amy MacDougall, Chair
Water & Wildlife
Dr. Robert Hueter, Chair

THE MEADOWORD
Publisher, MCA: Frances Rippcondi,
MCA General Manager
Editor-in Chief/Creative Director: Tia Calomeris
MEADOWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

2004 Longmeadow
Sarasota, Florida 34235
Phone 377-2300 • Fax 377-2248
marketing@meadowsca.com

Submission Guidelines
Articles and Monthly Columns

We welcome submissions from our
Meadows residents for publication in
The Meadoword. Articles should be of
general interest to the community.
We copy edit all articles for accuracy,
content, style, and length and will not
publish articles that contain offensive
material or inaccurate information.
Articles must be received by deadline for
publication in the following month’s edition.
All submissions are published at the
discretion of the editor and the MCA.

Subscription Rates
The subscription rate for The Meadoword reflects a cost
due to recent increases in postage, labor, and materials:
USA.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.00 per month
Canada.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3.50 per month
Europe .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $6.25 per month
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Live
the
Lifestyle—Play
in
Your
Own
Backyard
Live the Lifestyle—Play in Your Own Backyard
Dates and times are subject to change.
Sign up for MCA Constant Contact email updates for the latest on
activities and events or visit themeadowssarasota.org/mca-events/.

